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INTRODUCTION. 


In a report on the District Records of Bengal, Mr A P. Mnddiman 
wrote, m 1904 “the only di tncts which po*«ess records prior to 1770 are 
those of Midnapore and Chittagong At Mtdnapore there are «:x bonnd 
volumes oE letters received for the years 1764 176o, 1766 1767, 176S, 176 q , 
and one volume of copies of letters «°nt from 176 1 ) to 1770 The*e records 
ore not only of considerable historical interest from their content*, but also 
possibly worth pre^mng from the fact that the original letters are often 
«igced by the President and Connell of the p“nod to which they relate 
There are al*o a good many antograph demi-official letters bound np in the 
volumes They cover the period of the governor hips of Benrv Yan*ittari, 
J Spenser, Lord Clive, Harry Verelst and John Cartier, from all of whom 
letters have b^n pre'erved Perhap* however, the rno*t important letters 
are those from and to the residents of Midcapore and the Collectors General 
which afford a unions new of the dawn of revenue administration m Bengal. 
In addition there is a very volnmmon3 demi-official correspondence between 
the Resident at Midnapore, at 6r t John Graham and afterwards George 
Yansittart, and the military officers who fir«t mbdned the hill jungle tract 
to the we-tward of Midnapore ’ 

OF the condition of the«e old paper* Mr Mnddiroan wrote “the 
ongioal letters if kept any longer in their present form will crumble to dost 
ahno*t at once They are of vanons «izes and «hape» and bound np with no 
particular care Many are torn, and every time the volnme is open they 
are bound to be damaged Torn pieces of the letters are «imply placed in the 
volume haphazard and are exceedingly liable to be lo-t ’ 

In tb» year 1908 the Government of Bengal kindly permitted me to 
study the*e Old Midnapore Records Of the six volumes of letters received 
the first t.1764) was not at the timeavailable The other fiTe volumes reached 
me tied together in a single bundle «ome projecting m ect eaten boards being 
the only evidences of the binding into *ejarate volume* The paper had 
become far too Friable to admit oE being read beneath an electric fan 
The Bengal Government gave me permi ion to «eparate the *beets, flatten 
them out, mend where neces»ary, and place each sheet *o repaired in a 
separate cover of its own. Having done this I proceeded to make copies of 
the entire correspondence The work was completed within a few month* 
hut in 1909 I left Calcutta far Shillong and in 1911 went home on farlongh 
In 1913 the Government of Bengal authorised the printing of the present 
volume It was intended that this volume «hou!d include the Midna^ur 
correspondence for the year 1766-1770 and al«o a full index but, the amount 
of material for the pre«3 having been unJere-'Umited it has been found 
nece**ary to hold the«e items to a farther publication which will aI«o 
me! nde a few letters belonging to the period covered by the present 
vol ume bnt which have come to light since the bulk of the original letters 
came into the Editor’s bands. 

WALTER K FIRMING ER 


Sr John <» Hoc*i 
Cilcctti, 
11th Ftlniarq 1914 



CORRIGENDA. 


Pago 3 for 2nd lino of fool note for “ hit ” read “ ]o«t.’’ 

Pago 7 for 3rd line of te*t from bottom for “ Capt. Roberta’ " read 
“(hpt. Stibberts.’” 

Page 10 for 10th line of test from bottom for 11 No. 9 ” read “ No. 13.” 
To letter No. 139 add sigmtnre “ Jolin Fergnsson ” 

Letter 174 baa been by error printed nmong those of 1767 : it belongs 
to 1768. 
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No 3 


Genenl Regulations 

for receiving nnd setting Glum*. 2__ 

[Restitution Fund * 

Cop}. l«t. Every person_ 

[restitution shall s e t forth Ins state 

prove his tight to otir prntg[cttftn] 

indnlgcnc e __ 

2ndly Any Servants 

restitution shall prodace for * 

Ma'ters of their good behaviour daring the Troubles and the probability 
of their having sustained the loss they maj claim for 

3rdl} Ever} person shall set forth the place where his goods were 
lost and al«o what means he has already u«cd for recovering them And 
notice is hereby given that anv person going up the country with a view 
of using his endeavours for this purpose will on application to the Governor, 
be furm«hed with proper letters to the Nabob’s officers to a«sist him therein 
4tiily. The Calcutta market price of all sor*s of exports to markets 
in the country, the Aurung 1 prtce of imports lo ( alcutta, shall be esteemed 
the prime cost, excepting where it (can) bo proved that the goods were 

actually —delivered, and afterwards lost In which 

. the i rice^ . gave to be esteemed] prune cost 

5tbly The charges ot merchandize shall be allowed in all estimates 
and an advance of 10 [per] cent m lieu of interest 

bthly Any non commissioned officer [or] soldier applying for restitu- 
tion shall produce from the Adjutant or some other officer a certificate of the 
probability of their having sustained soch Io«s 

7tbly. The seapoys of the Patna Factory having behaved most noto- 
non«\y ill in plundering the City after our Troops had got po^se'Sion of it, 
and been in a great measure the cause of all these fortunes of war, shall 
not be entitled to any of the restitution 

Ordered that the Secretary do publish these Regulations throughout 
the Town and transmit copies thereof to the Chiefs of the Subordinate 

Factories and the Adjutant with the Army . ^ to for the 

Government of these — — —to lay in . 

A Tm[e Copy] 

To Mr Anselm Beadmont, 2 Resident at Midmjore 

Fort William 
Committee of Hettilution 


1 A rang — a factory or warehouse for piece goods 

2 A Beanrnont originally a free merchant hut appointed a Factor id 1758 « because 
of bia honourable conduct and great losses in the late general calamity Court a QenI 
Letter, March 3rd 1758 Served in the Calcutta Court of Cutcherry, Provisional Military 
Storekeeper, 1763 
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No. 4. 

Sin, 

Pnranant _ _ . . _ _ _ * 

1 transmit jou hy » ___ 

concerning widen a on , _ , 

directions I *rt\ farther to acquaint joa that they ba'o ordered « price 
current to he formed in consequence of the 4th Regulation of which a 
copy will he sent jon for the farther government of those who may have 
claims n; on this fund 

I am, etc., 

W«. Majenme, 

Sterttary. 
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Hurt ill* 1st Sort ... 

c 

... 

... 20 

0 n. mannd. 

, 2nd do. ... 


... 13‘ 

0 do. 

IlmjA , : - ... 


... 100 


Rinpprah .„ 


.. 10 

0 do. 

Iron, Eoropo 

• 

... 9 

8 do. 

Kis.nii^fcn 


... 15 


Lend . 1 ... 


... 9 

8 do. 

ilaco ... 


... 8 

0 p. seer. 

Nolmejj ... 


... 4 

0 do. 

•Pepper 


... 40 

0 p. maned. 

Pist'icha nott 


? 

0 p. seer. 1 

I’i«lacha flower 


1 

0 do. 

Quick Stiver ... 

.... 

2 

12 do. 

l(o«e Water 


... 25 

0 p. clic«t. 

lied Lend ... 


... C 

8- n. niaund. 

Ilni»en 


... 12 

0 do. 

Itutten ... 


... 0 

12 |». handle. 

Saudi* Wood 

... 

... 12 

0 p. tunond. 

Senna Lear ci 

».* 

... 15 

0 do. 

Sopir ( nndy 


... 1C 

0 p. mnund. 

Steel* 

... 

... 15 

0 do. 

Japan Wotnl 

... 

... 4 

0 do. 

Salt lVr-U 

... 

. 150 

0 p.fomannds. 



... 100 

0 do. 



200 

0 do. 

Upeley 

... 

... 150 

0 da. 

Silver 'litres'! 

... 

... 3 

0 p. 

Tolncco * • 

... 

... to 

0 p. mnund. 

Tinn ••• * 

... 

.. 21 

0 do. 

Tontinajine* 

... 

... 15 

U do. 

T»a in Catty 1st Sort 

... 

... 8 

0 p catty. 

Snd do. 

• M 

4 

0 do. 

3rd do. 

... 

1 

8 do 

Tore 

.. 

... 2.S 

0 p. tnnond. 

Vermillion ... 

... 

... 4 


Verde^renre ... 

... 


8 do. 

White lend 


... 8 

0 p m-inni). 

HVt ?Vv«* ••• 

... 

... .7:* 

t> th> 


A True lV>|>r. 

1 *m! I'jr OrJ»r »>f (Wmiilw, IV rt William. 

* 7U L';A M*rrk, ITT. I. 

W. M*irsl'l*, 

NiMiry, 

« l A »[«*»* ol fr-i (niu. 

f l'*ej l l**y* i* Vet II, p. 4(3, 

n.j/'i. t) 

U f*, 
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J* No. 6 

To Mr AssrtJt Bkaumovt, Resident at Midmpore. 

Public ^jJrrARTirFVT, 

• * Four Willi ah 

l he H (ft February 1764 

^ blR, 

\\ e hive received your letter of the 31st ultimo and 1st in*Unt, with 
the treasure and piece jiood* 

* We lind, upon report of the Warehouse-keeper tint the d Imaged cloths 
which jou had rewa«hed, arc not in a proper condition to hr suit homo 
We de«ire, however that jon will lme the rem under rt washed in the 
best unnucr po-«ib!e, and retaro them to ns when we shall unler them 
to be sold here to the i est Tdv3ntige 

We are. Sir, etc , 
llKMU Vav MTTAPT 
Wii Billkks 1 
Warkrn II ASTI VOS 

Hand Marriott 
Uucn Waits 
RaLiti LEYCKsri.n 


No 7 

To Mr Ansflm Bkalmovt Resident at Midmpore 

SfCKKT DErARTMPNT 
Fort WlLLIAM 
The 1*1 March 1764 

Sir, 

Having 1 itely received advice ot a ver) extrnordimrj meeting which 
happened in tho Arm) in Rebar -il>o it payment nl ilio donation printed 

1 Cot Champion in bis Diary (India Office Mibc No 198) recorls June 22 1764 
• I went to Patna end epent tbe day with Mr frullarton and in the evening I went with 
the Col to pay my respect to all the ladya At one noon woid waa brougl t that 
Hr Billers bad wouDded himself in the aide an I that immed ate asaistancn «m waut-si* 
Very soon a conhrmation dime that he had murdered himself on his sword, after he had 
made 13 wounds 3 of which was very deep the last stab tl e sword broke with a him 
and went through tbe heart The cause of this melancholy accident is not known It g 
most surprising that he seemed to the cheerfull all tbe morning He called for dinner an I 
It was putting on the table lie went into bis room and without shutting the door or 
taking the least precautions to being prevented l o committed this I orn! !e act of violence 
A funeral party waa order d uf a Captain of rank and file and 15 half muihte gnus 
There is not one gentleman of the 1 actory that doea not eeem pleased at his untimely 
cml, for the J>] complain heavily of his oppression to tbe country people and bad treatment 
of them Not one of them have been on epeakiog terms with hiru for this month past 
He has been solely guided by ot e Mr Uotch neon which has been the cause entirely 
of this misunderstanding amongst them Time may possibly show the causo He had 
sent lo the Military and Civil gentlemen a publish invitation to celebrate the anniversary 
.of Plsssey Day Thi9 tragedy is recorded m the Stir Uataq/enn Vol HI p j 
(Cambray s Ldn ) * 
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to them by the Nalob nml tbit the Commando g Officer has been obltgnl to 
discharge the fir«t dividend of their shares in order to quiet and {acif} them, 
we think it nece«sary that pajment should al«o be made of.tlie fir^dividend 
to all the troops stationed at the subordinate Factories to provent the danger 
o£ their applying first m tho same mutinous manner. \l e have accordingly 
consulted the Agdnts, who acquainted us that tho share nlloited by the 
Committee o£ Officers for seapoys lascars and artificer 1 " amount in tho 
whole to at Ka 4,00,000 of winch 7/25tbs has been received and is ready 
to be divided Calcnlatmg the whole number of shares to be 10 000, each 
share will come to at Rs 40 , and, ns the accident of Major Knox’s death 
prevented the j roportions for the officers and j nvnte men l eing regtilafiy 
settled we have agreed that the whole should be rated after the following 
manner — » 


• otnmandants* 

Subadars 

Jamidars’ 

Havildars’ ... 

Naibs 

Seapojs 


Shares © Rs 
10 400 

8 320 

4 160 

2 80 

li CO 

1 40 


</25ths of which, being the present divident 
To each Commandant 
,, SubaHar 

,, Jamidar 

, Havildar 

Naib 

, Seapoy 


amounts ns follows — 
110 

r 88 

44 

22 

IG£ 

11 


We desire, therefore, that on receijt hereof, you will pay to all each 
«eapoys ns were 10 ibe service at the declaration of tho late war against 
Ca^sim Aly Cawn the shares that are doe to them, according to the above 
regulation transmitting us exact rolls of the payments so made that wo may 
account with their agents, and taking care that it is lully exj lamed to the 
H seajoys what is their whole share and what their jre s ent dividend assuring 
them that the rest shall be duly paid as the kists come in from the Nabob 
Iho first dividend having also been paid to the Europeans at Camp, 
snch as are stationed at yonr Factory, are to receive 'the following rates, 
being ^ j25ths ot their respective shares — 

@ Rs As P 

A jnvate man 1 shire 37 15 1 

A corporal ... ... do 

A sergeant .. . 2 do 


We are, Sir etc , 
llBNRy Van Sittart 
Wm Billers 
Warren Hastings 
Rand Marriott 
Saml Middleton 
Ralph Letcesteb 
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, No. 8. 

To*Mb. Ansflm Bealmont, Resident at Milnspore, 

* * Public Deiartmpvt, 

ForT Uiluah: 

12(A March CJ 

Sib, ' v 

We have received your letters of the 4th nnl 7th instant nc^ompanj- 
inff the treasure and | lece goods with their invoices und receipts 

A Lt»t of Investment for the insuing year madt up agreeable to the 
Company’s orders received per Snow* Lapwing was some time ago transmitted 
to Mr Burdett, and we have at present no further instructions to give 
regarding the provision . you may jrocced to make the purchases therein 
without delay 

Wo nrc, Sir, 

Your mo«t obedient servant*, 

IIevi y Va* Sittabt 
U si Billers 
Warrev Bastings 
SASIL MiDDLBTOV 


No 9 

To Mb Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Miduapore 

Secret Department 
Tort William 

, The 1 2th March 17CI 


Sir, • 

We have received your letter of the 9th instant enclosing the rolls 
of the «eapoys to whom you have ordered payment of the first dividend of 
prize money 

We observe in the abstract of the whole r ch irge made for n Com- 
mandant which we do not conceive can be admitted ns tho Commandant oE 

Capt Roberts’ battalion is with the Army in. 

you must, therefore, receive such from Lieut Roper tho snm charged under 
that rank 


1 ‘Snow, 1 saj# »n old shipping d rectory, ‘only d ffers from a brig i a havinir tho 
boom mainsail hooped to a trysail mast— a spar which la unknown in « brig lint 
is carried in a Snow close to the main maat ' The word u derived from tho Dutch ‘ . 

Lee Co*' mrxtore S* r John Uoyct p 12 
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Tho four men belonging to tho troop of BI ick Cavalry will be drown 
for in their proper rank hj their Jimaldnr at Camp, and most accordingly 
apply to him for their ebares. 

Wo are. Sir, ' 

Your most obedient servants, 

Hen by Van Sjttart. 

Wit. Billers 
Warren* Hastings 
Rand Marriott. 

Saul Middleton . 1 


No. 10. 

List oj qootl* to be pi on Jed at Mulnapore for the year 1763, compared icith 


the Lis' recenetl p. La piano i>now. 

Charconnaes 9 C T <-R. Five hundred .. ... 500 

Chucklacs® (3 H K. Onethousmd ... ... 3,000 

Ginghams G N. None .. ... 

Nilhes 4 ordmarj N. Two thon-aml . . ... 2,000 

Do fine ... •• ... . — 

Do superfine, S T. N Two thousand . . 2,000 

To he «old igrecable to the Patterns herewith sent for one hundred. 

PIECES 

Peniascoes’ PEN Sorted with dark cloth colours, hut 

few red, masquerade One thousand . ... 1,000 

Sannoe a<5 Balla«ore, ordinary S /N S. Five hundred . 500 

do of middling price- M S /N S. Five hnndred ... 500 

do fine ami thick S i4ST S T Five hundred 500 


Wo refer to our directions on the article of Waftaos in regard to tho 
length you must pack One hundred bile of the last three sort 
Sannops Superfine S /N S, S F. None 

1 Middleton, SauiueL Arrived 25th July, 1753, aged 23 In 1756 made his escape 
from Jagdea to Fulls, 1757 In Accomptant a Office at Calcutta 1759 with Verelst at 
Luckypore lie waa one of the Deputation who enthroned the Nawab Naaim-nl Dowlah 
and got into trouble for receiving a present See Verelst V icw of the English Govern- 
ment in Bengal, pp 51 and Appendix, pp 37, 44 He bent his bead 'to the storm 
and Clive and Ihe Council pleaded for special favour on his behalf. In Juty 1765 
be applied for the Chiefship at Patna, and was supported by the opposition party to 
Lord Clive on the Board He appears at Chief of that Factory m a list of 8th October 
1765 (Long Selections, p 412 ) Member of the Select Committee. 1770 Chief of 
Council of Revenue at Murshidabad Resident at tho Dorbar, Collector of liajsbai and 
Chief of Coeeimbazar, 1772 Provincial Grand Master of Bengal, 1767 1775 The 
Freemasons subscribed for 4,000 to 5,000 for his portrait by Tilly Kettle Ded and 
buried at Painty (Pirpainti), 1775 See Bengal Bast ami Present, Vol III, p 393, 
Vol IV, p 635 

* Charkbana — chequered muslin 

3 Cbokla— mixed silk aud cotton 

4 Nili— blue cloth 

* Pemosco—( According to Birdwood) made of pine apple fibre 

* S a n u — cotton cloth 
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No congee ran^t lx» pot to any of the Sannoe* 

Sorsnchers * Sur So Snch as p Lad Annon last year. 

Two bun Ired .. ... . ... 200 

Sorsnchers T Snr So Fort} Cavid* long Two hundred 200 
Shalbuts 4 lively colours S F Ai, Six hundred ... 600 

If yon have anv other «pecies of goods no montionel here yon may 
send us two or three piece* of them for a sainj le You must take care in 
all coloured goods tint the colours be light and lively 

Let the Gurrah-,* Wrappers be .contained 

in each hale or chest*, and not of pieces contained m 

• two or more hale* or chests in the total except they are of eqaal quantity 
in each package 

You must endeavour to avoid sending so many I iCferent pieces in one bale 
Gorrahs and other calhcoes for printing, linmrnums 4 oxcopted, arc 
in good demand for want of long cloths We, therefore, recommend it to 
your particular attention for a snpply of the*e articles over beyond what 

we have ordered till iou he tr from the _ [Choramaudel 5 J Of that 

we can be suj pile 1 withalirge quantity of long cloths, by which informa- 
tion you are to govern jour el\es 

Should you happen to have more ship* to send home than this invest- 
ment with freight, we recomm»nd to vou an increase of those article* 

marked I for tion to the quantity supplied 

You must send such parts of this investment as aro necessary to the 
subordinate stations 

We have not received this year any reasons for the increase and 
decrease of the several articles directed in the former investment from any 
of the factories which however we hope to receive per Godolpfun not yet 
arrived, a9 you must by no means omit to «end them annually 

[On same sheet J 


To A Beaumovt Esq 


12th March 1764 


Dear Sir 

As it is p *sible Hr Burlett may have omitted to leave with you the 
list of investment referred to m this day’s General Letter, I thought it best 
to enclose the present duplicate to prevent your being at a loss m under- 
standing the Boards’ Order* 


I am etc , 

£ Graham 

1 Turbans 

’ Shalbasta — shawls • 

* Qarbl — nnbleacbed fabric used for packing 

♦ II aro mam (a Turkish bath) a thick cloth used as a wrapper m tbs cold season 


10 


M1DNAPUR RECORDS 


No 11. 

Tort 'William 
14 1 h March 17b4 

[The Coveting Letter is mi«8mg] 

Each Battalion to consist of ten companies, two whereof to bo 
Grenadiers Each Coni] any 

1 Subadnr. 

2 Jimaldars of whom ono to be Colourman 

3 Naiks 

1 Drummer 
bO Seapoys 

And an Adjutant with tho rank, of Jimnldar hot to bo a supernumerary 
and station'd to no Companj 

T5 Sircars 

• I 5 Watermen 

To the Battalion . . ^ 1 Writer 

I 1 Linguist 

Head and two inferior Armonrers 

That to each Battalion thero bo three European Officers and hvo 
Sergeants one whereof to be Sergeant Major 

Henry Van Sittart 

The Doctors aro struck out, because it is propose! to keep a European 
Surgeon s mate to each Battalion bnt I believe it will be always necessary 
to have ono or two Black Doctors as some castes of tho seapoys will not take 
medicines from a European ^ 

No 12. 


SlK 


To Mr Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Committee of Restitution 
Tort William 
The 16tk March 1764 


Pnrsoant to the orders of the ( ommittee, I transmit yor the accompany- 
ing copy of their Proceedings of this day to be made publish at your Tactory. 
- I am, etc , 

W Majfndie 

Copy. Proceeding* of the Committee of Restitution held on the 
lblA March 1764 


Read again the letter delivered in at our last meeting by Mr Johnstone 1 
and eight other Merchants on the subject of the Regulations at first estab- 
lished tor the government of those who have claims to deliver in 
~ Taking the same into consideration, we are unanimously of opinion that 
those gentlemen extend their pretensions farther than the nature of the 


• John Johnstone a son o£ Sir James Johnstone 
Vol III pp 390 3 He waa the first British Resident 
there by the Marathaa LoDg Selection » No 560 


See Bengal Pail and 
at Midnapur, and stood 
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ca«e will admit In the pabtteV. nhmitie* of war, merchants will unavoid- 
ably If* sufferers, and it is vcrj seldom that govnumenls can, or do procure 
anj satisfaction and reparation for finch Io«*es nor can any right he set np to 
snch reparnt on In the pro«ont case, tho Nabob id whose favor wo decl ired 
has engaged to make good tho losses of the merchants living nnder the 
Companv a protection, to hr as the ncconnt shall be passed nnd approved 
by the Governor and Conned When wo proposed to the Nabob that soch 
a stipulation should bo made we had no thoughts of requiring more than 
the restitution of tho principal and interest, by no means intending to 
charge him tho Nabob, with tho expected profits, which in some cases will 
amount to ll'O per cent or more The arguments alleged hr the merchants 
* in their address for adding the expected profits to the principal did not 
escape tho consideration of tho Committee , bat thoj were not thought to 
carry sufficient reason for increasing tho charge upon tho Nabob, for whom 
we would determine since he has made ns tho judges, in the same reasonable 
manner as if the restitution were to be paid by onr own Government Tho 
members of the ( ommiite* are perhaps the mi st considerable sufferers 
themselves ; but they, and all the rest of the merchants may be thankful 
after finch calamities to receivo back tho j nncipal and interest of their losses. 

The Regulations l cing hero again read 

Agreed that the first second third, fifth, sixth and seventh do stand 
confirmed , the fourth bein_ liable to the objection mentioned by the 
merchants respecting salt, it is hereby declared to bo our meaning that 
salt shill 1 e reckoned on lmoort to Calcutta and charged like other Aurnng 
goods at the primo cost 

AoitBBD that m consideration of nsqne an additional sum of 15 per 
cent be allowel on nil claims For goods exported from Calcutta to Patna, nnd 
their lost and so in j Topoition for exports lost at all other places, to be 
ascertainei by tbo Committeo as the accounts are delivered in 

Ordered that the Secretary do transmit to the Merchants in answer 
to their letters a copy of these Proceedings , and that he do further publish 
them throughout the town and forward other copies to tho Chiefs of the 
Subordinates desiring they will also make them publish 
A True Copy 

• W Majendik, 

Secretary 

No 9 

To Mr Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Public Department, 
Tort William 
The 2 Gth March 1764 
Sir 

We have received your letter of the 21st instant 
The Members of the Committee of Accon its having laid before ns 
Jxom their lost meeting some remarks in regard to the method which shonld 
be observed in stating the military accounts at the Subordinates, we now 
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enclose you a copy thereof, ami desire that tho alterations therein .pointed 
out may Ikj punctually observed in future ns far as they relate to your 
Tnctory 

' We are, Sir, 

Your mo»t humble Servant 1 *, 

II KS’in Van Sittart 

W PlLLFRS * 

Rand Marriott 
Saml Middleton 
Raltti Lkickstrr 1 
John Hurdett a 

[Enclosure 1 

Extract t from the Proceeding i of a Committee of Aceountt held on the 19l/i 
March 17 lit 

This leads us to remark the common method of stating Military 
Accounts at the Subordinates ns they seem in many respects to be nt 
present irregular and confused, we beg lcavo to recommend the following 
alterations 

In the first plnca that no military dist ur«ements should ever be entere 1 
in the cash or bnvey-canah 3 accounts of nny subordinates 1 

That the Pay Master of n Detachment nt nny Fnctort on receiving 
advances from the Chief and < oonci) slionl I regularly give them drafts on 

the Commissary General in favor of the Board that tho. 

time thus advi«eil of the state of these advances will be able to call on 
each Pay Master for a regular Mdjustmeni of their account*, as they will 
be idvised to transmit them at the end of each month, with a regnlif 
abstract of the off-reckonings, so that the whole of the military ex| ense 
may be regularly pass thro’ the Commissary’s hands and by him laid before 
the Committee 

That on any change of Pay Masters the Commissary be advised, and 
that ihe former Pay Master in a regular manner make over bis balances 
to his successor, which »il[ prevent much perplexity in tho accounts that has 
occurred from a neglect and very frequent changes of tho gentlemen who 
settle their accounts * 

A True Extract 

Fort William, j Graham, 

26t/i March 1764 Secretary 

* Ralph Leycester Arrived 7tb June 1754 Assistant id the Import Warehouse id 
1755- Escaped to the iihips st the siege of Calcutta \\ ent home 1759 Charged by 
Lord Clive with cowardice in abandoning Dacca to the eaemy id 1763 la 1766 ooe of 
the Company a servants who quarrelled with Lord Clive and resigned 


* Bakhehi In Anglo Indian 


i — a paymaster 
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No 14 

To Sin An 6 elm Bealmost, Resident at llidnapore. 

Fort William 
The Z&lh March 17C4 


Sir, 

Wo have received yonr letter of the 2lst instant advising of the 

pdtticnlar case of Commandant .and wo consent therefore 

that he do receive prize money in that capacity, nnd he may continue 
Commandant to the Battalion which is now completing for the service of 
the Muinaporo Province 

The Black Horse we do not think are cotitled to any part of the Prize 
Money, an! as we conceive thorn to of little or no use to the Service, we 
desire yon will give them their discharge 

We believe the most of the faeapoys armed with yon from Bnrdwan 
are new men who have been entertained since the commencement oE tho 
war However such as appear to have b**en in the service before the 7th 
Julv are to be allowed their share 

The rommis«ary General represents to ns that the acconnts of the 
Scapoy off reckonings for the months of September October, November and 
December 1703 are wanting to complete bis accounts We desire there- 
fore, yon order them to to him immediately 

We are, Sir, 

Yonr most obedient Servants 
Henry Van Sittart * 

H Billers 
Randl Marriott 
Saml Middleton 
John Burdett 


No 15 

To Mr Ansbim Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Public Department 
Fort William 
The 14tA June 1764 


Sip-, 

We have received yonr letter of the 7th instant, and we approve of 
^enr providing the sannoes at Balasore Yon will please, therefore to 
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etntl the masters to Mr Marriott with mono} and orders to make that part 
of the Investment 

Wo are, Sir, 

ionr most hnmble Servants, 

IlF\n\ Van Sittart 
J Sfkncmi 
V arrkn Hastings 
Ramjl Mafiuott 
D Watts ' 

Saml Middlptov 
I tALIU I»EV CENTER 
John Rdhdftt 


No 16 / 

To Mr Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Port V illiam 

25/A June 1764 


Sir 

Id further explanation of the Company’s orders in regard to the 
method of conducting the correspondence with the Country Government, and 
with a \ifi\t to render their intentions in this point more effectual, wo havo 
thought proper to establish it as fl standing rule to he observed at the 
Subordinate Factories, that no servant of the Corn} any, ( ml or Militar}, 
or any person whatever residing under their protection «hall be permitted 
to corresf ond with the officers of the Government, or to pay them visits 
in person, without leave granted to them by the ( inef of the Factory, who 
is alone to manage all transactions with the Government according to onr 
former orders 

We are. Sir etc , 

Henry Van Sittart 
J Spencer 
Warren Hastings 
Randl Marriott 
Saml Middleton 
Ralph Lkyoester 


No 17 

To Mr Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Secret Department 
Fort William 
The 28th June 1764 
Sir 

As we have determined to consider the troops stationed in the Midnapore 
Province in the same light with those stationed at the other Subordinate 


1 Hugh Watts A son of William Watte famooa for the cegoemtiana with Mir 
Jaffar prw r to Pfaeeey Hogh was a writer at Caesimbazar when that factory was CBptored 
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Factories, we direct on all occasions when they ate ordered joto quarters 
that no batta bo allowed either to the officer* or men 1 


Wo are. Sir, 

Your most hnmble servants, 
Henry Van Sittart. 
J SrENCER. 

II. Watts v 
Sami* Middleton. 
Ralph. Leycester. 


No. 18. 

Committee of Restitution 
Fort William • 

The 29<A June 1764 


Copy. 

Notice is hereby given that the time For receiving claims For losses 
su«tained daring the late Trouble is farther prolonged to the end of the 
ensuing month , and that none will be afterwards admitted, hot for 9ach 
losses as shall have been before noted to tbe Committee, and referred by 
their order to 3 farther ecqmry . 

By order of tbe Committee, 

W Majbndie, 

Secretary ^ 


No 18 

To Mb Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Public Department 
Fort William : 

. The 9th July 1764 


Sir, 

Having concerted a plan for embodying the Lascars employed in the 
Company’s Service on this Establishment, which we intend shall be carried 
into execution, we now transmit yon a copy thereof, and desiro that you 
will accordingly enroll all that are «erving under your Factory, and begin 
the stoppage from the end oE this month 

Yon will be careful in transmitting the rolls and acconnts regularly 
to the Commissary General and we dosire that you will send ns a roll as 

in 1756 In August 1757 appointed member of Comm) at Cassimbazar wjth nastinge 
aopported VansitUrt against tbe majority on the Conncil, February I7G3 , 1763 Agent 
at pang-pore. Collector of Calcutta, February 1766 to February 17G7 Hie dismissal 
.ordered by the Company See Long a Selections, p 474 On the Bonal Register, on 
January 19, 1767, ocenre "Hugh son of Hugh Watts of Connell ” 
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soon as the} are formed, that we maj be acquainted mth the number yon 
now have in paj 


We are, Sir, 

Yonr most obedient Servants, 
Hevkt Van Sittart 
J Spencer 
Warren Hastings 
H Watts 
Saml Middleton 
R Lkyoe-ter 
John Bordett 


No 19 

To Mr Anselm Beadsiont 


Fort William 

/ he 18tfc July 1764 


Sir, 

Wn observe that in the accounts which you have lately sent of the 
collections in the Provinces under your care the charges of tue investment 
and other disbursements not pertaining to the Revenues ire <*0 intermixed 
that it does not at once appear what is the real charge of the collections 
We, therefore, direct that tor the future you separatu those articles from 
the accounts of the Revenue which >ou must send to the Committee, debiting 
the account for the several sums collected and crediting it for the sums 
submitted to Calcutta and tho««o articles only which projcrly become a 
charge on the Revenues , writing off in jour name as Itesulent all other 
sums for which you maj have occasion for Charges Military and other 
disl ursements which yon will account for in thoso accounts which you send 
to the President nnd Council 

As wo have not jet received the accounts of the charity lands as 
direcled it) our instructions of tho 16th November, 176J vfe repent onr 
ik«ire that you furnish us with lbe*e Accounts as expeditions!} as possible 

11 « nre Sr, 

\ our most bumbK Servants 
■1 Spencer 
IUndl Marriott 
‘'aul Middleton 
William Bolts . 1 


I tvJ* D rtn-nary nf N at n»a{ Ci^ra/ity and DucAltnd ILcOwdry rf India* 
O oyra/ Ay * 
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No. 20 

To Anselm Beaumont, Esq,, Resident at Midnapore 
Fort William 
21at July 1764 


G 0 No 227 


Sib, 

I am directed by the Hon’ble the President and ConnciI to transmit 
you the enclosed advertisement that the same may be published at your 
Factory 

I am, etc , 

J Graham, 

Secretary 


[Enclosure ] 

The Honble the President of Council having Resolved that ntf 
Europeans, Portuguese, and Armenians employed as agents in the country 
by the Company s servants or other merchants living under the Company’s 
protection snail be recalled, and leave the places of their respective residence 
m such time as to arrive m Calcutta by the 3lst of December, Notice 
thereof is hereby civen , and the constituents of all such agents are 
therefore required to pay obedience thereto, submitting to their agents 
the proper information and orders 

By order of tho Uon’blo the President and Council Fort William 
the 21st day of July, 1764 

v J Graham 

Secretary. 


No 21. 

To Mr Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Mtduapore 


Public Department, 
Fort William 
The 27 th August, 1764 


Sm, 

We have received your letters of the 29th ultimo, 7th and 9 th instant, 
and we have ordered the indent transmitted with the last to be complied 
with bv return of tho mootwaa 


Enclosed wo transmit you the list of investment to be provided at your 
Factory for the current year received by the 'hips lately arrived, whom you 
will please to follow and observe so far as you may have it in your power 
*rom the provision yet to mike of any of the articles, and comply in point 
of quantity far as possible ‘ J H ni 
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The other directions annexed to the list we also desire may be carefnlly 
attended to 


We are Sir, 


Yonr most obedient Servants 


J Spencer 
Warren Hastings 
Saml Middleton 
R Letcester 
John Burdett 


No 22 

To Mr Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Tort William 
The 3rd September 1764 


Sir, 

By Order of the Board, I transmit yon the accompanying copy of a letter 
from the Nabob to the President and acquaint you it i« their desire that the 
several Dawk Chokies within yonr limits may be fnrmsbjd with oil and the 
other usual necessaries 

I am etc , 

J Graham, 


Enclosure 


Secretary 


From the Nabob 

Dawks have from of old been stationed from Choonacnlly to Jellasore 
to bring news from these parts At present, according to the ancient custom 
Bunmolly is appointed chief of the Hanks and I accordingly wrote to yon 
some time ago to desire that ybn give orders to the zemindars, fowzedars 1 
nnd other ofccers oE Bnrdwin and Midnapore, etc to supply the said daks 
with necessaries I have only to repeat the same request 


Fort William, 30th September 1764 
W M,ajendie, 

Assistant Secretary 


No 23 

To Mu Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 

Public Department 
Fort William 
The 3rd September 1764 

I 

Sir, 

Wo have received your letters of the 18tb and 27th nltimo, the former 
accompanying the dispatch of Treasure and Bale Goods t 
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We have appointed Mr IVUr Hatley » A«»ntanl »t jour Fa^torr in 
the room of Mr. Steers* dcceas* I and directed him according) to repair 
to bn Station 


We arc. Sir* 

Your most olwdu-nt Servant* 
Demit Vas Sittart 
Wxrrcv IIxstingi 
Sami. Mihdletos 
U. LtTcrSTen 
Ion 5 . Hutto nr. 


No 24. 


To Mr Av->FLM Ueacmont, Resident at Midnapore 

SeCIIKT DfI AhT'fKVT 

Fort \\ illiaji 

Thr Vd Otlobr »7ot 


SlK, 

Id con«cquencc of ret resentations from i he Nabob nnd tin fompanj s 
orders in their letters of tins *ea*on, w« hate at j resent unlir consideration 
the subject of regulating the Inland Trade, with n view to putting non 
such a footing ns may j reveot any farther di<patcs with tLc Country 
Government 

Among other articles it is thought ncco“<nry nnd b i« t cen resolved 
expre'sly to forbid all Compan>’a Servants nnd others residing under the 
( ompanj’e protection from raising salt works (ns collarees 1 or toffals) for 
mahing salt npotf the grounds men} pnrt except m the territories uj j ertuin- 
inp to the C omiaqa . that ull claims to such grounds shall be immcdntcjv 
relinquished, nnd hi j licatton will be made to the Nabob on behalf ol the 
claimants to order the Zemindars to discharge in mono} such balances of 
former years und alvnnco« of this sea«on as mij npfeir to be justly due 
upon examination of tho accounts of the Molungees 

So far, therefore, as tins resolution may regard the members nnd 
dejendents of your Factory wo desire you will six it earn* d inlo execution 
observing tho toflnls mu«t be delivered over without less of tune tint the 
Zemindars may have no cause to comjhm of the loss of tho season for 
carrying on their business 

1 Formerly » contractor lo tho Army 

• St. John s Burial Register • 23rd August 1764 Mr Uiarlex Steer* 

* KblHri » »»lt pan or the place ot salt manufacture 
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The orders from the Nabob to the Zemindars to receive over tho toffals 
and adjust the acconnts will be transmitted to them in a few days 

We are, Sir, 

Yoor most obedient Servants, 
Henri Van Sittart 
J Spencer 
C. S Playdell 
Warren Hastings 
H Watts 
hASiL Middleton 
R Leycester 
John Bdrdett 


No 25 

To Mr Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midnapore 


Fort William 
25«A October 1764 


Sir 

We have received yonr letters of the 11th instant 
respecting the Tesku«b for the ensuing year, we have referred to be 
considered of, and replied to, from the Committee of Lands and agreeably 
to yonr request in the latter, yon ha\e onr permission to resign your Pro 
sidencj and return to Calcutta, on Mr Watt’s arrival at Midnapore whom 
we have appointed to succeed yon as Resident 


e are, Sir, 

Yonr most obedient Servants, 
J SresCER 
C S Playdell 1 
Jons Burdrit 
H Watts 
Saul. Middleton 
U Leycester 


' Charles Playdell (Ths ounc some times sppears u Pleydell) Charles Stafford 
Playdell had a long Indian career lie arrived in India on November 25th, 1714 Be 
was accond at tho factory of Jagdea at the time of Sara) ad-daula’a descent on Calcutta, 
ami with the other refugee* from Jagdca reached Fnlta in .Inly 175G Resident at 
Dall&sore 1759 Land C adorn Master 1759 He married on I ebrnory 25th, 1759, 
Elizabeth, daughter of J Z. Hotwell In 17S1 the Court of Director* ordered Playdell 
to fcs dumieeed together with others who had aigoed their name* to Lord Clive s fanioas 
proteat against the treatment of Bengal Servants by the Board J7de Bosteed Lchot$ 

P 149 Tbla order etema not to have been executed. Accord og to Bolts Conudeml ant, 
Psydell received On the accession of hazjm-n Daulah to the tnuana 1 of Maribidabad in 
17C3 a Itefrcahment of IU. 11 GGGI In 1765 he ta again Export Ware housekeeper., 
at Calcutta. On January 25th, 1768, be applies for a paatag* bom* on the Lari of »» 
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No. 2G. 

To Hugh W vttp, E-q, nt Mulnapore 

Secret Department, 
I’ort 'William 
G/A Aorttnkr 17G4 


SIR, 

Tflc Agents for the Nabob’s Domlion for* the Army have paid into 
tV Treasury the sum of Sicca Rupees 8,211-12-0 making current 0,520-10-0 

account the dividend due to the seapoys stationed at your 

Factor), and ns wo have given Midnapore Province due credit 

for the We desire it to I e paid ngree[able] to the Rolls which are 

in the pos-o«ion of Lieutenant Roj er 


\\ e nre, Sir, 

Yoor most obedient Servants, 
Henry Vas Sittart 
J Spencer 
(J b Playdell 
John Johstone 
^ajil Middleton 
Haleb Leycksteh 
John Birdett 

[Dockett Received November 8tli Contents coni| lied wnh by Mr 
Bcanmont ] 

but apparently without success From October 1764 to July 1765 beheld ti e Office of 
Collector of Calcutta. I have not as yet been able to discover when Playdell went home 
but Dr Boateed {Eel on, p 49) writes Playdell returned in September 1771 to collect wbat 
was due to him, and to try for employment in the gift of local Patronage lie came oat 
With a second wife lie became Superintendent of Police but m 1776 he was dismissed 
from bis office by the Francis faction, bat soon after restored by mandate from home, 
(linefeed, p 42) Writing to bis wife on September 1772, Dr Tyso Saul Hancock writes 
•‘I will answer your queries relating to Mr Pleydell (*ic) I say hois either a fool or In 
desperate circumstances If his abilities can support him who need to despair ? Neither 
hi* abilities, nor abilities much greater than bis, can support bun od tbo footing he has 
come hither Compassion for a man who waa ODCe by success on entitled to the Chair, and 
who, like a fool, declared biroaelf incapable, may possibly induce the great to assist him 
or a lively, handsome young wife may promote his success , but what an infamous wretch 
must be bo who can think of the latter without horror ’ (Bnsteed Op Cit, pp 130 1 ) 
He was Deputy District Grand Master of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Bengal iu 1775 
and was elected Provincial Grand Master on January 14th, 1776 

The inscription on his grave in the South Park Street Cemetery is as follows 
8acred to the Memory of 
Chables SrairoBD Platdell Esq 
Member 1 1 the Board of Trade 
Master in Cbancery, and 
Superintendent of Police in Calcutta 
Who departed this life on the 27th of May / 1779 , 

Sincerely and universally regretted 
by Europeans and Natives 
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No 27 

To Hugh Watts, Esq., Resident at Midnapore 

Port William 
2b tk Ant ember 17o4 
[Received Aot ember 2bth j 


Sir, 

We have received yonr letter of ibe 22nd instant t 

You will please to pay the [second ?] dividend oE donation to those * 
men trom Bnrdwan who received the first, nnd transmit to ns the rolls that 
we may iemand the amount oE the agents. As to the La«cars who were 
sent from ( nlcutta we doubt ot their right to a share, and we do therefore 
desire you will transmit to us « roll of them with their pretensions set 
against their natre«, that it may be examined and certified by the ( om 
maudmg Officer of the Artillery 

Wo have ordered your indent for medicinea to be complied with It is 

inconvenient to 09 to you any Arcot Rnpeea Irom hence 

you .therefore pay the military in any of [the] species in which 

the Revenues are collected 

We are, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants 
Henry Van Sittart 
J SrENCER 
C S Plat dell 
Wari kn Hastings 
John Johnstone. 

Saml. Middleton 
R Levcestrp 


No 28 

To IIpoh W ATT'. Esq Re ident -it llidna; ort 

Tort William 
3rd December 1764 
[Receive l Wt I 


Bib. 

We desire to be immediately informed what will be the amount of jour 
investment this aca^n nnd tho j rodoce thereof in number of biles also the 
dates that yon th nh jon will 1 cable to make the de'ialchcs from Midnapore 
and what part will arrive jn Calcutta in time* for the chips of this sea«on 
that i* to say by the tntd Ho of Fel roary 
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Mr Yaimttart having embarked for Eoropo, the Government of this 
Presidency has devolved on Mr Sf eccer 1 

"W e ore, Sirs 

\ onr roost obedient Servants, 

J Spencer 
O b Playdell 

\\ ARREN HASTINGS 

John Johnstonf 
Saul Middleton 
Jons Burdbtt 
R Leicester 


No 29 


To HuOQ Watts Esq , Resident at ilidnapore 


CoUMITTKE OF LANDS 

Tort William 
The lit! December 1764 


[. Received 13</i ] 

Sib 

We have received your letters dated the 11th and 22nd of November 
vath regard to the remains of the ballance due from the Zemindar of the 
Midnapore Furgunna for the A««»r year 1168 ns the collection of it is made 
a handle of by the Zemindars for great exactions on the ryott* we think 
it better that the whole balance for 1168 should 1 e given up and an adiance 
made in the teshkees of that purguonah for this year equivalent thereto 
or as far as yon think it may admit of and as that porgn ina (would seem) 
to have recovered itself greatly since the establishing of the Residency at 
Midnapore we hope it will easily bear it 

Ion have already had onr directions to settle the teshkees of the 
present year therefore no | resent resolution for annulling the authority of 
the Zemindars appears necc«sary nor is it onr intention while they pay up 
their teshkees \v hen you lay before ns the increase that may be made on 
the teshkees of the several purgnnnas we shall I e able to judge bow far it 
will'bo advantageous to continue ttie'lea'es to fbe Zemindars agreent lo to 
these teshkeess for a fixed number of years and in th s yon will be ass sled 
by the accompanying rej fomentation of the state of that Province delivered 
in by Mr Beaumont 

Mr Johnstone s acconi ts which you write for shall be sent as 6oon as 
prepared 

We are etc 


J Stencer 
C b Playdell 
John Johnstone 
Ralph Lkycestrr 


1 AfterwtrdB Governor of Bombay 
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Copy of Mr JJeaumont’s Letter to the Council transmitted mlh the Above 

To THE Hon’bLE HeNRY V ANSITTART, ESQ., 4 * 

President and Goternor , and Committee of Lands 


Fort William 
December 11(A, 1764 


Hon’ble Sip. and Sirs, 

On delivering over charge o£ the Hon’ble Company’s Factory at Midna- 
pore to Mr, Hngh Watts I consulted with him the measures that were 
necessary to be taken in respect to the several pnrgnnnahs in the district oE 
Uidnapore and Jalhsore, and we made the following observations which 
aro now laid before yon for consideration 

t ihdnapore Purgunnah 

The rent for the Ozrca year 1171 wa9 fixed at Alle Siccaes 41,157-2 
annaes and dther appears to have been paid into the Company’s treasury that 
year Alle biccaes 4.6,172-14 annaes, Hs 5,015-12 Oof which was in part of a 
balance for the year 1168 We therefore, think that this purgunnah will 
not admit of any considerable increase, while that ballance remainR unpaid 
We are, therefore, of opnion that if this ballance was given up, tbe rent 
might be augmented , and we are induced to recommend tbe giving up this 
balance, as it gives occasion to thS Zemindar to oppress tbe tenants, and 
frequently to make unjnst claims on that account 

Cossajurah Purgunnah 1 

Has paid its full rent for the year 1171 amounting to Alle Siccaes 
107,200-15 14, and we jndge this would admit of some little increase. 

Shaicpore Purgunnah 2 

Has paid its full rent for tbe year 1171 amounting to Alle Siccaes 
32 825, and we are of opinion that this Purgunnah would admit of an 
increase The«o two pnrgnnnahs may be greatly esteemed among the best 
in this chnklab Invasions of the Marattas have rendered them very thin 
of inhabitants, so that a great part remaining uncultivated , wo therefore 
would recommend every encouragement to he given to the Zemindar to 
induce lnm to invito his people into bis country a3 the only means of 
cultivating his wuste lands, and if properly attended to must in a few years 
be greatly improved , and will them ndmit of a considerable increase 

Cundakar Purgunnah s 

There is a considerable ballance due from this purgunnah which has 
proceeded from the extravagance and negligence of tho Zemind irs , but 
it is a very fine purgunnah , with care and attention it will soon recover. 
Mr Beaumont has therefore, taken the management out of the bands of 
the Zemindars, and has appointed To*sildars to collect tbe rents from tho 
ryotts, which wc Judge to be tho bc«t method to bo pnrsned for the present 

1 Kashi jors (Price) 2 Eh spar ( p ri») 

3 Khsndsr (Price) 
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Omitrcy Purnunnah * 

Has nnve'been nlilo to pay the le«hkee 4 Therefore fossildirs lnvo been 
appointed in the saiuG manner as at Cnudabar, and wo think they'shonld bo 
continued 

Tippry Parra'ohl - 

Has pail its foil rent for tbo vear 1171, lnung Alle Siccaes 8,513, and 
it is our oiimon tins pargnnnah may be augmented 

Silbunrj PurgunnaJt 3 
We tbmk v. ill a Imit of an Increase 

Ktdnlir Purqunnuh 

It has lecn with great diffi nltv tlu f the Zemindar baa been able to 
pay bis rent for th« jear 1171 Wo, therefore, do not think this purgnnnah 
will bear any cilcrcust 

Currvelpore Purgnnnah.* 

Wc are of opinion will not bear any encrease. 

*■ Ifyna Cairn Pttrgunnah ' 

\\ o nro of opinion will admit oE nn encrease 
Kuttubpore Pnrgunitab 0 

Has pail its fall tesbkecs bnt wo tbml it will not admit of an, 
augmentation without distressing the Zemindirs mid !t\ ots 
Jjotmootah Purqunnali 7 

As tins j urgnnnah has alw tys been m irreir* a to*sildar h as appointed 
as at ( undabar Bromootah Bu iqerpore, Cuttahsirore, Dhorindah, Oungnu- 
pore, PuUeapore and Bulrampore ' 

The above seven pnrgunnabs we tlnnk may be encreased 
Purqunnahs — » 

Uttar Behar Jdka f ore Ttppej* Jumnah 

Perlabpan Malku l pore 

The above ifve pnrgnnnabs will not wo think bear any increase On 
the contrary we apprehend it will bo difhcnlt to collect the full rents 
Patna *7izi/H«. 

Has brought in tho year 1171, Alle Siccaei, 7 240 the full teshkees 

* Amaru (Prico) 

* Tina I conclude to be Tuppa Nanjola, E IL D [Note of E K Dorwol] ] 

* babang (Price) 

4 Kbarrakpor (Price) 

» Maj unchara (Price) 

* Katubpur (Price) 

’ DanUmutia (Price) 

* Tnppah Jama# 
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Bomjahn and Batta Tucley T ands 

Were granted to. a number of pads with the sirdaths to be -at 
the service ot the Eowzdar of Mtdnapore Mr Burdett sent a to«siIdar to 
the different pnrgunnahs to Torm t* hastibood of them, anti which was 
settled at Rs 12 000 — exclusive of Rs ISdl paid into the Sairnnd Tnnuab 
Narrain Gur Ihe Tallookdahr of the Bomjabn lands not being able to pay 
but a aery small part of bis te«hl ee% Mr Beaumont took them out of his 
hands and gave them to another Talloohdabr for Rg 4 <100 (for the year 
1172 so that weho{© to receive from them lands about Ra 11,000) all 
which is a clear gam to the Company since this ( hocklnh was first cedei^to 
them and is accounted for under the heads of lannah Narrain Gur and 
Serdey tesbkces Nothwith'tandmg this appears to be an advantageous 
method yet we arc of -opinion, wt en the lands are properly settled, they 
should be annexed to the re«prctive purgnnnahs where they are situated as 
it will be attended with very little expense to the Zemindars in collecting 
these rents whereas they being di«tnluted in all the purgnnmh® the 
present renters are obliged to keep servants in every purgunnah to collect 
the rent’ which must be attended with a very considerable expense, which 
wonld be mostl} saved by being annexed to tbeir respective j nrgunnabs 
Con«equently the«e lands would soon admit of an enereaso 
Sair, Bar ram Gur, etc 

All the bairs we had thoughts of putting np at outlay hut we fear 
that many inconveniences mi„bt nri«e fronwt We think therefore it best 
to continue them as at present under the Zemindars, as we do not apprehend 
the cncrease, if any, would be considerable 

Clucllah Jalletore 

We thick requires the j irfienlar inspection of the chief We there- 
fore, wonld recommend that Mr Watts should visit nil tl e principal pur- 
gunnahs and adjust the tesbkces on the spot 

A Beaumont 


No 30 

To Htion Watts Esq , Resident at Midnaporc 


Fort William 
21ft Dt amber 1761 


Sib, 

r nclc'cd are transmitted iho«o accounts von wrote for, of Mr Jolnstono 
W e ore Sir 

Vour uio-t obe lient servants, 
T M*\CEr 

L S i LAV DELL 

H Leicester 
Jons- JJcnDrrr 
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No 31 % 

To Hcgh Watts, Esq , Jte«idgnt at Midnapore 

* Fort William ■ 

2Hh December , 1764 
"* \Recine3. January 1st ] 

Sib, 

In consequence of advices VvhTch the President laid before tis from 
5 ourself nnd the Resident at Ballasore of motions making by the Marrattas* 
w 8 have thought proper to order a detachment under the command of Major 
* Champion* to maren into tho Midnnpore Province in order to oppo«e any 
attempts which they may make to enter it , for -which purpose it must ho 
stationed at Jellnsore or such other part of the frontiers as may be moat 
proper to check any views they may have to molest ua. 

We have ordered another party of fifty Europeans and three hundred 
seapoys which are to be added to Major Champion’s party when they reach 

J our Province , and when Major Champion arrives at Midnapore, we would 
lavoyouadd to tho detachment lately sent from hence six Companies of 
tho Midnnpore Battalion The other four we judge sufficient for the affairs 
of your revenues, an 1 would not hive the Detachment as it now stands 
appointed for Major Champion’s command diminished unless the imost 
urgent necessity shill require it 

It will be oece«ary that jou should nssi«t Major Champion with stores 
ns for ns vonr exigencies will admit, and ’tis likewise ndnsiblo tbat you 
consult with tho Major on the measures j roper to be tal en to answer the 
* purposes of this party 

Major Champion in this command is in general to be under your orders, 
but to bo at full liberty in earning out his military operations should he 
in consequence of tho motions of tho Marattas or orders from jou ho obh„eu 
to enter uj on hostilities 

\\ e arc, etc , 

J Srp\CER 
C S Platdell 
Ham*d Leicester 
Jonv Blrdett. 


No 32 

To Hern Watt*?, Esq, Resident at Midnapore 

Public Department 
Port Wjluam 
Ue 21/f January 1765 
Sir 


As we W! h to give our la«t ship tor I nrope her dispatches as early ns 
pp c tUe we nre now to de« ire that vou will use your utmost endeavours for 
* Vidx Imperial B>cord Department Forma Correspondence Nos. 2512—15 
• » A!«»n Jer Cbnropion * Second m-Cotnmand to *?> Hector Monro. T 7 fii 

opposed to Sbuja od daala >a the Utile of iSuxw, October 23rd ltfl ChJiJ 11 SJjcettM 
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collecting in the remainder oE year investment, so as to arrive with us at 
least by the 20th o£ the ensuing month 

The Committee o£ Works having represented to ns that they are much 
in want o£ bricklayers Eor the service o£ the now Fort, you will please engage 
as many as 5 ou possibly can, on the most reasonable term®, to repair for that 
purpose to Calcutta 

The Sub-Accomptant has delivered in a letter to us representing 
the ease which will resalt in adjusting the General Rooks an d the 
perspicuity which must appear from the accounts of your mercantile con- 
cerns and those of your revenues being kept in separate sets of books, rtie 
latter to bo credited by the fot-mer for such part as is taken to provide tho 
Investment and defray the expences oE the Factory, and only to be debited 
far the real charges attending collections We, therefore, direct that at 
the expiration o£ the current year, this method be duly observed, and for 
your more particular information and government, we transmit you a copy 
of the letter 


We are, etc , 

J Spencer 
0 S. Playdell 
R Leycester 
John Burdett 


Enclosed with the Preceding 


To THE Honblb John Spencer, Esq, President and Governor at Fort 
William 


Calcutta, 

16lh December 1764 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

In the bool s of the Committee of Lands, instead of credit being given 
for the whole amount of the collection*, only such part as is remitted <0 
Calcutta is taken notice of This occasions great difficulty in tho adjustment 
of tho General Books which most in consequence be proved from the general 
and monthly accounts current, received from each Province Respecting 
Bnrdwan it is of little or no significance, ns tho Company make no invest- 
ment and are at no other charges than collecting in the rents consequently 
the receipts from thence form the net j ro Inco , but at Shdnaj oro it is very 
different A largo sum is invested there yearly a Fort has been built 
and charges have been incurred exclusive of the collections the«o in the 
General Books leing [laced to tho credit of the Committee of Lands occa- 
eions a striking differences in tho two balances — whilst the end proposed 
by keeping separate books to show m one abort and clear view tho amount 

Sir Robert Darker u Coi inlander in Chief of Do gal Juno 18th 1774 to October 2Dlh, 
1774 command^ a Brigade in 1774 asked for lytle Nawab Waafr of Qudb ag» net 
ll e RohllUa defeated tletnnear Tans nib April 23rd 1774 retired 1774 resided at* 
Bath many years. (Buck land) See Sir John Stracbey a Hail nji and the Rohilta (Par 
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oE the Company's revenues is by no way answered The General Books 
cannot credit tho Committee of Lands bnt for what is absolutely accounted 
for. No ndtice can be taken oE the balance remaining in the hands oE the 
Chief, nor of any advances to the Gomastahs for making tho Investment 
or what balances are outstanding aftor it is completed Another point to 
bo considered is the imaginary specie in which tho Midnaporo accounts 
current have been kept, estimated at near C per cent superior to the highest 
Com, the Sicca rupee, instead oE which I would propose to have the ac- 
counts from henceforth kept in Calcutta currency, for tho greater facility of 
cntonng them in the books oE the Prcsi loncy, already rendored sufficiently 
intricate bj the numerous adjustments occasiono 1 by difference of exchange, 
* which might have been with greater propriety wrote off in the books"of 
tho several Lactones 

As yet no books have been kept at lltdnaporo which, should yon think, 
proper to order, the following method is submitted to your consideration 
That the mercantile concerns and accounts of tho revenues be two distinct 
Bets of books, the latter to bo credited by the former by such part as is kept 
to defray tho expences ot the Factorj and mako tho investment This will 
show at once the real state of tho revenaes of the Factory, an 1 m short of 
evory pnrgnnnah dependent thereon I mast here remark, that if directions 
were to be sent to the Gentlemen of Chittagong to keep a separate account 
of tho revenues of that Province, tho adjustment of their hooks wonld be 
mnch easier an l more plain 

I am, etc , 

Richard Harwell * 

Sub-Aecountant 

Tort William, 

The 2 III January 1765 
A true Copy 
\Y Majevdie, 

Secretary 


. No. 33 

To IlLon Watts, Esq , Resident at Bhdnapore 


(Secret Departmext) 
Fort William 
February 1765 


Sir, 

We are now to inform you oE tho demtso of tho Nabob 3Ieer Jaffier on 
the 5th lost int t and wo transmit you enclose 1 the copy of onr letter to the 
Resident ol the DurHr, in answer to his advice thereof, by which you 

° * My lamented feather l then in hi* Utb Year only I Iha whole letter ia | Q rav 
opinion strongly indcitne of intellect, ckpth of jadgment, a talent for bcuness, bv 
wbi h he afterwar U became eminently distinguished. E R D~’ 


+ The data of Mir Jafar a death 1* wrongly given by Mill (IRttaru of Rnuti r.j . 
a Calendar of Peri mu CorretponJenet p. 378 " «t-l 
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will we understand how to regulate yonr«elf on tbo occasion, till wo ore able 
to give yon further instruction" 

We are, etc., 

J SfENCRR 
C S Pladtell 

It. I EYCESTPR. 

J/ Ulrdett. 


Copy of the Board' t Letter to Mr Middleton 

To Saul el Middleton, Esq , Resident at the Durbar 

Fort 'William • 

The ilh February 1766 


Sir, 

* JYe have received yonr letter of the 29th ultimo end 6th matant 
Considering the few members at the Presidency, and tint Mr Johmtonn 
was so near at hand the President on tbo receipt of the latter vvroto imme- 
diately to ibat Gentleman, de«iring he won! 1 repair with all expedition to 
Calcutta to a««ist ns in oar delilerations and the proper measures to be 
taken on the important occasion of tbo late Nabob’s death, and we "hall 
accordingly defer our final resolution till his arrival 

For the present wo ore to inform yon tbnt we oro much concerned on 
this event, and shall pay our \ roper respect to tbo memory of the Deceased, 
by firing minute guns m the evening of this da>,and tbat it is as jet our 
intent to support tl o family of Mecr Jaffier But as manv nrrangemeDts 
will be necessary which are of such con«equence ns cannot immediately life 
determined upon wc desire yon will in tho meantime signify our orders 
that the Officers of (ho late (government do carry on (he bnsme«s in nsual 
manner , and when we have fully determined on the points which may occur, 
a Committee of the Board will be appointed to "eat the* Successor on the 
Mn«nud in a pnblick and proper manner, that he, as well as whole Country 
may see, that ha receives his Government from the Compiny 1 and this 
Committee will have it farther in charge to see the said «everal arrangements 
carried into execution 


A trno Copy 
W jJTAJE’tfDIK, 

Secretary 
Secret Department 


We are etc , 

Jonv Spencer, 
and Council 


* This it perhaps the eorheet expl cit avowal of British Sovereignty 
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No. 31. 

To Hccn Watt*. Esq., Resident at Midoapore 

Seccrr DErAfTMEsf 

Tout William : 

The 2Sf/< February 17G5. 
(Fee f. March Snel.) 

Sir, 

As tb« Marratfas hat t> retreated to Cuttack ami manifest no farther 
intention of dntnrl ing ns, there appears no longer anv occasion for tho 
•conltnnani’" of Major Ohampion’i Detachment in yonr Province; nnJ wo 
have, accordingl}, resolved to case the Company oT that expcnce on<l recall 
it to Calcutta, for which purposo tho President now wntra tho necc«»iry 
Orders to tho Major. 

We nre, etc , 

J. Sirvcfr 
(' 8 Playdell. 

.1 BtJRDKTT 

Gpoitar Gray. 


No 35 

To IIcch Watts, Eeq , Resident at Midnapore 

* Fort \\ illiaii 

The 6fA March, 17G5 

Sir, 

The N d oh Najim Uowla 1 basing now nceeeded to tho Trent} 2 which wo 
proposed to him, and been in consequence seited by our Deputies on tho 
Mn«nnd, we shall, accordingly to-morrow proclaim licre his Accession to tho 
Souhadireo m proper form, and we enclose jou herewith a cop} oE tho 
Proclamation that tho same may bo dono at your Factor} 

W o are, clc , 

J SrPNCFR 
C. S. Playdell. 

.1 Dlrdftt 
Georqe Gray. 


A Proclamation 

The Nil boh Moor Mahamed Jafher Cinn Bahadur, having demised, and 
the Nabob Najinoo Dowlah his eldest son having been declared and ap- 
pointed to the hnbahdarry of tho Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Onxa 
\Ve the President nn 1 Conned of Port William, on behalf of tho Ilon’ble 
United Comj any of Merchants of England trading to tho Emt Indies do 
now jroclaim tho Nabob Nanmoo Dow lab Bahadur, Subhadar of tho Pro- 
vinces oE Bengal, Debar and Onxa, and declaro that wo Mill assist and 
support him to the utmost oE our powor in hts Government. 

* flajnnu-d-daullh 

»'u4-»“' R "’ “ i Fr ‘ m " ° f r " 3 “ G ° m ”‘ '» 




MIDN'AFUU RECORDS. 


Given under ear hind? am! the seal of Ibo said Untied Company, 
'nt Tort \\ ilham, this 7fji March, 17G5. 

A ir&o Cop).* 

IV. iUJEsine, John Srrscnn, 

Secretary. and Council. 

► ’ . No. 3G~ 

To Hrc.ll Watt?, tbQ , Resident nt Jlidn ipore. 


Sinv 


Plmio DriAtiTjtrsT. 

Tout WiuIam* 
The 2ind April, I7b5, 

(Jlcci. Hbtfi). 


Tho President lming informed as that you lmve reprcrtiUd to him 
a want of another AMiMunt nt )our Factor), nnd intimated a dc«ire of having 
Mr Edward Pinwicko with you in lint uipacit), we ln\o appointed him, 
nnd given lnm directions to proceed to )ou accordingly. 

Wo are, etc , 

S. Mfscnn 

O’ 't>. I’lauw ll. 


J. Buiidptt 
George Ulat 1 


No. 37. 

To Ilaoii Watts, Esq , Resident nt JMidnaporc. 


Sin, 


Public Dejmutmrnt. 
Pout Wii UAU : 

3rd May 171.5. 
{Heed. 4(/i) 


This serves to odv!«o you of tho arrival this daj of Lord Clue, nnd that* 
he has taken upon him the Government of this Presidency agree ibly to the 
Company’s appointment. 

Wo ora, etc , 

CU\ E 


Plus. Sy&*« 2 

R LkTC ESTEP 

J. Buedett. 
George Guay. 


1 bee Stern data • Historical Account ofth/i Calcutta Collect orate, pp 18 — 9 
* Arrived 9th July 1751, aged 25 Made prisoner, but escaped to French Fectory 
A member of the Fectory at Cosairabazar in 176s Escaped with VS Watts from 
Jlurstndabod before Plasaey Resigned the Bervice 1760 Took home with him 
Hastings’ infant *on Returned to India with Lord Clive 1765 Member of the Select 
Committee. Chief of Coaaimbazar Ilia first wife (Catherine Ridley, married 7th Febrnery 
1766) is buried in the South Park Street Cemetery, Calcutta He was created a Baronet in 
1781 bir V SykeB and Lady Sykes died in 1804 of Scarlet fever caught from their sen 
Brit Museum. Add MS 29,179 F 296 
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No. 38 

To Hugh Vim Resident at Shdnaporc * | 

Public DepabtUev 
Fort W illiasi 
Mai/ 6tA, 1765 a 

Sib, * 1 

Wo transmit enclosed for your information and government an extr: 
freyn the Ron ble Company’s last General Letter onder date the 1st June. 
1761, and as the Committee mentioned will immediately be formed yon will 
in future pay due regard thereto accordingly 

We have recened your letter of the 29th ultimo, with samples pf the 
cloth and papers accompanying , and have directed an examinat on and 
report to be made oE the former, of which yon will be duly advised W© 
have also order’d the samples you ajply to be sent yon ^ < 

We are etc , 

Clive 

Wm B Sumner 

C S PLATDBLL 
John Johnstone 
Fka Sykes 
J Burdette 
George Gray 

Extract from the lion ble Company s General Letter to 
Fort William dated lit June 1764 
Para 67 The General Coart oE Proprietors having on account oE tho 
critical sitnation of the Company b affairs m Bengal requested Lord Chvo 
to take npon himself the station of President and the Command of 
tho Company s Military forees there his Lordship has been appointed 
President and Governor accordingly, as mentioned in the preceding part 
of this letter The intention of the General Court in desiring Lord Chvo 
to go to Bengal was that by his Lordship a character and influence 
peace and tranqnuitj might be easier restored and established in that 
Oobaship In order therefore, to answer those purposes in a manner 
that wo apprehend may prove moat effectual we have thought proper 
to appoint a Committee on this occasion consisting of his Lordship 
Jlr Win Bright well Snmner Brigadier General t arnac also Messrs Harry 
\eielst and Francis Sykes to whom we give full powers to pursue what 
ever means they shall judge most proper to attain thoso destrable ends 
bat however in all ca«es where it can bo conveniently done the Conned 
at largo is to bo consulted by the *avd Committee though the power oE 
determining u to he m that Committee alone IVe further direct that as 
soon ns peace and tranquility are restored and established m the Subaship of 
Bengal than the extraor Unary po vera are immediately to cease and the said 
Committee to bo devolved , 

. b8 As wo would have the said Committee, so long as it i 9 necessnrv 
to exist as before mentioned to con«i«t of five members !n ca«e therefore 



34 


A1IDNAPUR 2BC0UDS 


of i vacancy or vacancies by death or absence from Tort William, they 
nr© to b© filled up by tbo said Committee ont of such of the civil members 
of tbo Conned as they shall think proper from time to time 

69 Wear© also to inform yoa, and direct that die said Committee 
is to bo the Committee for defending the Settlement, in caso of being 
attacked by an enemy, agreeable to the directions and rules, laid down 
in our letter of the 12th May, 17oB, to which is to be added Sir Roborfc 
Barker, the Colonel and Commandant of tbo Corps of Artillery 

A trno extract, 

\V Majendil, 
Secretary 


No 39 

lo Hugh Watts, Esq , Resident at Midnaporo 

Select Committee 
Tort William- 
The If Ih May I7b5 
{Heed nth May 1765) 

Sir, 

Having under oar consideration the forming of a general plan for trade 
in the article of salt, in consequence of Orders from the Hon bio Company, 
we desir© you will immediately transmit Cor our information advice of the 
present state of the several worts within your districts , and as it is proposed 
among other points that all salt shall be collected by contract, we further 
desire you will acquaint us whether it will be agreeable to you to contract 
for the produce of your districts, in which case you will please to present 
your terms 

"We are, etc, 

Clive 

Wji J1 Sumner 
H Vekelst 
' Tra- fa tees 


No 40 

"To Hugh Watts Esq , Resident at Midnapore 

Public Department 
Fort William 
The 15 th July 1765 
{ Reed Mith July 1765) 
Sir, 

This serves purposely to advise you that Mr I)nrand the gentleman 
appointed Commissary for receiving 1 the French Factory at Balasore, arrived 


reviving 
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hero on his way, and will pro"ecd immediately, and to direct yon to join him 
without lo«3 of time for tbo execution of jour commt«sion in restoring it 

"W e arc, etc , 

Wm B Scmser 
0 S Playdbll 
It alto LarcEsrER 
George Gray 


No 40 

To Been 'Watts, E Q Resident at Midnaporc 

PCCLIG DEPARTMENT 
Port William 
12 lh Avgust 1785 
{Heed 17 lh August 1785) 


Sib, 

Having now fnllj considered the matter in debate between yon and tbo 
gentlemen at Burdwan from the representations received on each part 
respecting tl a bond* and being folly sat sfied that the loss in tho Bard wan 
Province from erecting any new one will be considerably greater than in 
Midnaporc we direct that the new one throwing up at Bnlramporo may bo 
immediately ent away and tbat no new one be made 

Wo are to inform jou tbat we have now established certa n reflations 
for conducting the Inland Trade in the articles of Salt Bcetlcnnt and 
Tobacco agreeable to orders received from tho Hon ble < ompany and that 
tho «ame are to bo lmmod atclv earned into execntion by a Committee of 
Trade consisting of ^Messrs Sumner Verelst Loycester and Gray who are 
for that purpose to correspond with several subordinate Tactones and to 
take all such other measures as may appear to them proper and we 
therefore direct that } on do pay a due regar t to whatever instructions yoa 
may from time to time receive from the n in matters relative fo this trade 
and address them accord ngly in return 

Wo have received yoir letters of tho 29th anl 31st ult mo with the 
de e patch of treasure and p ece goods advised to accompany the former 

We are etc 

B SUKMER 

C S Platdell 
U Veielst 
Ralph Lrtcesteb 
J Bordett 
George Gray 
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No 41 

To Hugh Watts, Esq , Resident at Mzdnapore 

COMMITTFE OF TbADE 

Fort William 
The 12t7e A agusl 1765 
(Reed 17/ h August 17b5) 


Sir c 

You have been advised by tbe President and Council of our appoint- 
ment to form n Committeo for managing, on behalf of the Pubhck Society, 
the schema for carrying nn in the future tho Inland Trade m the articles 
of Salt Bcetelnut and Tobacco We therefore, think it proper to open 
a correspondence with jon which will be kept up from time to time as 
occasion maj require 

Tho present «encs to enclose you nn Advertisement publishing tho 
commencement o£ this trade, and prohibiting all persona for interfering 
therein unless ns contractors with the Society The tame you will jJea«o 
to circulate throughout jour di tncts that no one nny have tbe power to 
pretend ignornneo or enter into eng igements contrary to the exclusive right 
of the Society Tho advertisement farther contains publication that tho 
Committee will be ready to reccivo proposals for contracting for salt, 
bcetelnut and tobacco, and to take money into tlieir treasury nt interest for 
carrying on this trade These pirticulara you will also please to niako 
kncfwn, tint the Society may roap tho. full benefit of ail proposals and 
offers in both these points 

lint ns it is resolv'd that tho prifercnce in contract ng shnlt bo given 
to tho Factories n Ijncont to lhe«o districts where ilio articles nro prouac’d, 
we desire joq will fivonr us immediately - with such projo«nls ns you have 
to ofH r to our consideration tho great advance of the pcnson requiring that 
settlement of the contracts should bo no longer delayed 

W o are, etc , 

W u B SciTNER 
II Vi milst 
Ralph LrrcrsTEr 
tiroiur tfiuT 
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bo agreeable to yon fo contract, li will behove ns to throw the business ihto 
such other hands ns will tender the most advantageous terms for the Society. 

We are, etc , > 


Wm B Sommer 
H Vekelst 
R Leicester 
George Gray 


No 42 

To Been H ATTS, Esq , Resident at Midnnj ore. 

Gfnrral Letter 
Tort IV ie lia« 
The 7 th Ocloler 17G 1 ) 

( Reed ,| </i Octoler I765J 
Sir 

We iTe to inform you that the business of the Midnnpore I’tomocu ts 
not esteemed of sufficient conn qucncc to require the fresenco of a Member 
of the Board and that jour nj point ment there is in coi sequence set aside, 
and that Ur John Graham i* nominated Resident m jour room 1\o lnvo 
directed this Gentleman to proceed ncrordirplj, and le in readme** to rcceivo 
charge of the Fnctorj ujon >onr quitting it , lut iF jonr pm ate business 
should require your continuance there for some time, von have our ] ernii«ion 
to remain as long as time months Ur Hatley and 11 r Fenwicho arc also 
ordered to repair to llo Pre«ilcncy 

Y> e are etc , 


Punk 

M m P Sommer 
Joiiv Cahvac 


R IiE\cr«TKr 


No H 

To II ion Wait*, I «q , Resident at llilunpore 
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enjoin you not to lend money to tho Zemindars within the Provinco of 
Midnapore without th» consent of this Committee, or of tho Governor and 
Council , nor to an) Zemindars or other servants of tho Pablick in tho 
Nabob’s dominion* 1 ut with tho n{ probation of tho Minister*, Mahomed 
Ttezi fawn Jnggut Seet ! nnd Doolubram " to which we require )our strict 
olicdienco on pain of suspension. 

e farther direct that you will see tbe*o onr Orders exactl) obeyed by 
such gentlemen ns unv re«ido in )onr subordinate station®, as well ns by 
your banians nnd dependents, anu nlso that yon will confine yoursolT to 
the business of the collections and yocr own private affairs, carefully avoid* 
inff every step that can possibly affect tho Com] an)’s interest 

It is also ourdesiro that you will send to Calcutta by tho 21st day 
of this month all Free Merchants nnd other Europeans implied in our 
former Orders to ) on on the subject, as we are determined not to extend our 
indulgence beyond that period 

We are etc , 

Olive 

W« B SCMNER 
Jonv Caevac 
13 Vfrelst 


No 44 

To the Hov dle Lord Clivp President aod Gcnernor of yo 
Council of Fort William 

MlDVArORE 

December 1765 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

In pursuance of )our appointment I arrived here the 20th ultimo and 
Mr "N atts bemg ready to return to Calcutta I received from him the charge 
of the Factory on the 1st instant 

Three mouths of the new year is now near elapsed and the present 
being the proper season for settling tho teskees I am to request your Lord* 
®hips Orders on that subject 

, lam with great respect 

[Jonv Graham] 

No 44 

To Mr John Graham Resident at Midnapore 

General Letter 
Fort William 
Tie 9th December 1765 
(Reed 13iA December 
Amd 20th December 1765 ) 
Sir 

"We have received your letter of the 3rd instant advising of your 
having received charge of your Factory from Mr Watts and requesting 


* 1 J»cdt Seth of the famous fora ly of native ehcofla a bankers 
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onr orders with respect to* the adjustment of te^hhecs of the present 
year 

* In answer to this application, we have to direct that yon do not settle 
the collections for less than what lands yielded lastyear, and we desire yon 
■will inform yonrself, and rnnke such advance as, upon enquiry, yon may 
judge they will bear consistently with the good of the country 

We are to advise yon that Sicca rupees of the sixth and «ovcnth years of 
his present Majesty’s reign have been lately coined and issued from the Nabob’s 
and the Hon’ble Company’s Mints , bnt, as they have both been circulated 
nearly' at the same time, we have determined, in order to prevent, the 
m conveniences end difficulties which arise from falling, the batla of the 
six sun siccjtes in the usual manner to 33 per cent , to keep them at 
15 per cent ’till the 1st of March next, and from that time at 14 per cent 
till the 1st of Jnne, after which the} will pass current ni 13 per cent , and 
the sicca rupees of the fifth year which are row at 13 per cent, will at the 
'ame time fall to soncants and pass at 11 per cent batta 

We are, etc , 

Clive 

Wm B Sumner 
. Jobs Carnac 

U Vbrelst 
Hugh Watts 

No 45 

To Mb John Gbah&m, Resident at Midnapore 

(Select Committee,) 
Tort William 
The 20/A December 1765 
(Rccened 23rd ) 

Sm,' 

Notwithstanding the orders yon^roay have lately received from the 
Board we roust now de-ire that jou will come to no po«itive agreement with 
the former, until Mr Verelst s arrival, ns we propo<=e to appoint him Snper- 
.Tisor_of.ihe collections of Midnapore, on tie same footing as at Bard wan 
There is is great reason to hope the collections may be very consider 
ably eDcreft'ed, without over-rating tbe lands or lajing tbe jeojle tinder 
any real grievance , and os we think no inconvemenco con arnso 
from deferring tbe «e!tlerocnt a few v'cel s longer, wo direct you to maho tbo 
strictest inquiry into the octual vnluo of tbe land", in order that yon may 
assist tbo Supervisor with such intelligence nv may cun bit him to let them 
upon leases more advantageous than have hitherto been granted 
M e are, ole , 

Clive 

Mm B Summer. 

.Tons Car sac 
H Verelst. 
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No 46 


To Mp Tons Grvham 


Sib 


Calcutta 
2 W January 1 7(1(7 
(Received 2ith 1766) 


^ i Imp receivec} jour favor of the 18th instant, ami request you will 
•forward me ns soon a« po««ible tho e^ttmate of the Mi lnapore revcnnes 
1 wsi 3 forming from the wa««Iat kbao papers completed, ns well ns llio«o of 
the*Jella«ore Province when 1 will apply to the gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee lor their approval oF the adjustment with the zetmn lirs with the 
reserve yon mention, as I am sensible they pnght not to be delayed nt 
M ulna pore, ns their absence from their several districts may bo j rejtidicial to 
the collections The copy of the Canoongo’a* tunnud you forgot to enclose 
However I will procure a copy from tho city, i e Mnr«hidahad, thn* I am 
convinced that the establishment of all Canoongo allowances aro fixed like 
commi«ion which onght to fall in proportion on every part of the revenue 
The Canoongo rtwoom etc , at Midnapore does not which convinces me 
they are taking what they have no authority for, for if the present mode was 
not more beneficial the) wool! not persue it Their nankar is I bclieye 
al«o established and I will venture to say that you will find a greater than 
the) have a right to Mr \\ atts tells me that m the p«timation ho made 
of what the Canoongo receive! ho included the nankar, which made it amount 
to Tls 70 000 Every other circumstances mentioned in your letter, I am 
necessitated to defer till the dispatch of tbo ship which will be on Monday 
next, nftcr which, you may be assured 1 shall lose no time in getting every- 
thing adjusted and 1 hope to yonr satisfaction Tho report you havo beard 
of tho Battalion being intended to bo withdrawn from Midnaporo and only 3 
computes left is groundless or I would have apjlied for Mr Pillans to 
have remained in the command 


M) complements to Mrs Graham The Malan and Thyme will go to 
morrow 

I am, ctp , 

II Verelst 


No 47 


Midnapore 

The 2i(h December 1765 


To tiie Hiodt Hon ble Lord Clive, 

President and Goer and Gentlemen of the 

Selec' C ommittee of Fort IFiWtam 

JIv Lord and Gentlemen, 


In pursuance of the orders which wero sent me by the President and 
Council, I had begun to adjust the Settlement of the Lands, and had 
[informed] them of my Intentions to levy such an Increase upon the Present 


• Qaoungo ((fanun-law Go one who speaks) 
representing the interests ot the Government as 
cultivators 


Tbo village or d strict revenno officer 
i gainst the Pat war i, representing the 
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Renta as it might appear the f ountry could bear I hive now received the 
letter from yoar Committee of the 2oth instant in obedience to which I 
shall suspend raj farther proceedings in this business until the arrival of 
Mr Verelst, whom you have thought [ rooer to appoint Supervisor 

I am sorry to be given to understand bj this Resolution thit jour 
Lordship and Gentlemen deem me unequal to the appointment I have had 
the honor to receive from you , for after its being declared is the unanimous 
opinion of the Council that this Residency ww not a station which required 
the presence of a Member of the Board, either mv integrity or capacity 
most, I nm afraid, stand very defective jd your esteem, to occasion the 
nomination of a Member of the Select Committee to settle the revenues 
of an inconsiderable province and supervise the proceedings of the Resident 
At the sime time that I wrote the Board m the general im[nerl above- 
mentd, I did mjself the honor to address Lord Clive, acquuntrag him in 
more particular terms of my intentions inj self and expectations m regard to 
an increase and I must now take the It! ertj to transmit a Copy of that 
address for your information I have there set forth fhe onlj Funds that 
remains for adding to the Revenues of this province and promised that the 
utmost it can jield shall be obtained for the Company Will yonr Lord«bip 
and Geot then indulge me so far as to receive an E«tim»te from myself \ 

this proposed Increase ? If when it appears before yon, it should not in 
every respect answer your expectations I shall with great chearfnlness 
assist in realizing such a plan as you maj think, proper to order under the 
( ondnet of Mr Verelst But if on the contrary, my estimate of increase 
shall meet with yoor approbauoo yon will not see that necessity for Ie««en 
ing my authority which I think might always prove of prejudice to the 
Public Business in tbo absence of tbe Superior 

As to your proposition of letting tbe Lands on more a Ivantageous 
Leases than have been hitherto granted, I imagine it mignt j roCeed from 
vonr not being sufficiently advis d of tbe Constitution of this Province , 
There is no part of the Lanas occupied by Farmers the whole is j obsessed by 
hereditary Zemindars who derive their Right from oYiginal annnuds 
granted to their ancestors By these they are entitled to the residue of the 
rents after paying tbe Governments Revenue and when the increase now 
intended is added to their former payments I do not apprehend that there 
will remain of the proportion more thin a «canty iraintemnee , wh ch 
were they to be dtspo«sesed of entirely, must always be allowed them 

2 am etc , etc 

[John Graham J 


No 48 

To Thk Right Hon dlk Lord ( ttv k, President an 1 Governor, etc 
Council of Fort \\ illiam 

MjDSAIORB 
2 Jth Iteeembtr 1 7o5 

Mv Loud and Gfstlesies, 

I have had the honour to receive jour letter of the ‘Mb m»tanl in 
consequence thereof I have sent order* to several zenun hr* »« repair in 
Midni|ure in I whehever thev arrive I %ball jroeeel in adjusting tfi 
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tesbkees, observing to levy such on increase upon the present settlement 
ns it may appear the lands can yield, without risk oE distressing tho ryots IE 
yonr Lordship and Council have ony further commands for my instruction in 
this business, I request I may bo favor’d with them as soon as possible 

Your directions in regard to tho rates oE Rupees shall ho duly attended 
to in the receit of the Revenues • 

In a few days more I shall have a Dispatch oE about 80,000 Rapecs in 
Treasure and G or 7,C0U pieces oE the Cotnpj’s Investment ready" to send to 
Calcutta , 1 request therefore that four mntvras may he order’d down to 
Gopgacolly to receive it 

1 am, with great respect, etc 
, [John Graham ] 


No 49. 


JltDVArORE 

The 29th December 1765 


To tub Riout Hon’ble Lord Clive, 

President and Govr , etc , Council of Fort William 
Mr Lord and Gentlemen, 

Undor an Escort of a Havildar and Twolve Soapojs I now despatch to 
Gongacolly seventeen Chests of treasure and oao hundred anJ forty seven 
bales oE piece goods to be forwarded from tkeuco to Calcutta , tho Invoices 
hereof shall bo transmitted by the Dawks 

I am, with duB respect etc 

[Tom Graiiam ] 

No 50 

Midnapore 

Tie 31*i December 1765 

To toe Right Hon ble Lord Clive 

President and Govt, ye Coxnal of Fort II illiam 
II v Lord and Gentlemen 

This serves to enclose to yon — tho invoices of 17 chests of treasuro 
and 147 Hales piece goods dispatched this day to Gongacolly, to be forward- 
ed from thence to Calcutta , Tbe mvo ce of the treasure amounts to Sicca 
Rupees 10,000 and that oE the piece goods to Arcot Rupees 35 GO 7 14 0 
If four mntwas have not been ordered to Gongacolly, agreaWe to tbe 
request in my letter of tho 20th, it will bo necessary to send them down im- 
mediately ou receit hereof 

I am, with due respect, 

[John Graham ] 
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No. 51. 

To Mr. John Graham. 

Calcutta 

The 27th Jany 1766 

* {Recened 2Sth Jany 1766 } 

Sib, 

Yonr favor3 of the 23rd and 28th instant with the several papers ac- 
companying them I have received The complete estimate of the Midnnpore 
and Jellasore revenues is very complete, and as do Committee will bo hfld 
for some days, 1 have showed ir to the Gentlemen, aDd recommended an 
immediate adjustment to be made with the Zemindars on that statement and 
I am desired to write to yon to do it as soon as possible that they may return 
to the bu*ine«s of the collections 1 would recommend to yon to make a 
reseno la the deeds they sign for anything farther than may appeir I 
will write yon very fully upon, as the bus ne«s wo are in is a little 

over, on every point mentioned in years 

My compliments to Mrs Graham and Mr. Pellans 

I am etc 


No. 52 


MlDNAroRE 
1 he 8th February 1 7bG 


To The Right Hon ble Loud Clive, 

President and Goir , etc. Council of Fort "William 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Under in E«c ort of a Havildar and twelve Seapoys, 1 now <Ji«patch to 
Gongacolly fifteen chests of treasure to be forwarded From thence to 
Calcutta The invoice thereof shall bo transmitted by the dawk 

I am, with due respect, etc , etc , 

[John Graham 1 


No 53 


To thb Hon blk Lord Clive, etc , etc 


Midnapore 


8<7« February 1766 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

This serves to enclose you the invoice of fifteen chests of treasure, dis- 
patched this day to Gongacolly, to bo forwarded from there to Calcutta 
The amount thereof is Sicca Kopecs 88,000, which, together with my draft 
upon Mr Lawrell* of 12 000 bonnt Rupees aro enclosed, makes up tho 
remittance to R« 1,00 OOP I further transmit you three dratts for our 

» Junes Lnwrtll I ad been transferred to Bengal from Madras hi 1768 11a bad been 

trained as so JEogja-er at 'Voalwhicb Naval biorekeeper 1763 Member of Itevenu* 
Committee of Circuit }772 Zemindar of Calcutta 1774 
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Jfilitiry Paymaster Genera? amounting to Torrent Rupees 7 G 870-9 0, and 
the aconnts of tbo Factory for the mouths of December and January 
I am, with great respect, 

[J Graham] 


No 54 

To Up John Graham 

Calcutta 

The 10th February, 1760 

Sir? 

The extreme harry of bo«iness wo have been in has preventel rav 
replying tp yonr «everal favours tut you may depen 1 on my not delaying it 
longer than to have the sentiments of tbo Committee on the several 
different subject* To day I lad only an oj portnnity of their sentiments 
on the repre*entation I made of trie immediate necessity of advancing 
money for tho cultivation of tbo lands ibis season which I have the pleasure 
of informing yon you 1 ave their p a rmi«sion for doing so long as you receive 
for the fame no greater interest than from 20 to 24 per cent j cr annum, 
bnt on no account to exceed tbo latter This I hope will prove satisfactory 
ami advantageon* to yourself 

My compliments to Mrs Graham 1 

I am etc , 

B Verklst 


No 55 


To the Bobble Lord Clive, etc , etc 

Midnaiore 
Gth March I76b 

Mr Lord and Gentlemen 

Under an e«Cort of a naicL and six seapoys I now dispatch to Gon- 
gacolly nine bales of piece goods to be forwarded from thence to Calcutta 
the invoice thereof shall be transmitted by tbe dawks 

I am, with great respect 

[J Graham] 


No 56 

To Mr John Graham at Midnapore 


Committee op Trade 
Fort William 


March 7tl, 1766 
( Received 10th March 176G J 
Sir 

We are now to acqnnot yonr that the price we have fixed for disposing 
of tho Society s Salt at Anundpoor is two rnpees per mannd o£ eight sicca 
wt , and we desire you will sell what qnantity you can at that price without 

* « St John a Marriage Register 17C2 Anguat 8 Mr John Grah^T and Mim 
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drawing any commissions on tbe sales Yon will please to inform any 
persons that purchase and a«h for a dnstnck with it, that we shall grant it 
them, on application being made by yon for it 

Jn order that the business of the Society may not be obstructed by 
new salt being imported into the Blidcapore districts, wa request you will 
seize all yon can get intelligence of, and deliver it to the Society at the 
price we have agreed to pay lor °alt to be received at Anuudpoor 

We are, 

H Verelst 
Hdgii Matts 


No 57 

To tbe Right Hon bib Lord Clive, etc , etc 

MlDNAPOBE 

10 If, March 1766 

My Lorn and Gentlemen, 

I have received your commands of tbe 3rd instant and in consequence 
thereof I now tran»imt a statement of the Company’s investment providing 
at this Factory 0 be reasons which I hive assigned for tbe increase and 
decrease of the different article*, ns well as for the advance in tbe pricos, 
may it is aery po«stble be in some measure fonnd defective, the contracts 
with the merchants having been made, nod tbe dadney 1 advanced before my 
appointment to tbe factory In «nch case, however I apprehend 
Mr Watt* the late Resident, will be able to give yon whatever farther in- 
formation j on may require In par«nance of j oor orders, a statement of 
the factory to the 5th instant is al*o provided 

In these three months past on abstract of the nature you direct has been 
regularly forwarded to the President I shall continue to observe it ns a 
rule to do so, and your other regulations shall likewise be strictly adhered to 
Bo far ns they regard mj«elE or tins Factory 

A dnpatch of 89 bales of i lece goods was *ent from henco the 5th 
instant and forwsrded on boats from G on ga colly I notv enclose to your 
Lordal ip etc , the invoice thereof and ns I shall have a dispatch of treasure 
ready in a few days 1 request tint two boats may be kej t in readiness at 
Gongncolly to receive it 

I trn, etc etc , 

[J. Graham ] 

Iso 58 

To the Right Don ble Lord Clive etc etc 

, MmsAroREi 

l€(h March 1766 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Under an c«cort of n flavildar and lit sepoys I now dispatch to Gon- 
gncolly sixteen chest* of treasure to be forwarded from thence to Calcutta 
The la voice thereof shall bo tron«mitlcd bv dank* 

I am etc 
[John Graham ] 


» IWdci corruption of d d*nt— ptyreti t in »dr»oco to w*ouf»ctarcn 
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No 53 

To Wk B Buhner, and Members of tiie Committee of Trade 
Fort William 

lllDNAl-OltP 

16 *A March 1766 


Gentlemen, 

" I have received vour letter of the 7th instant advertising mo that you 
have fixed two Rupee* f er fil d of 80 8a 4\ t for the soiling price of yonr 
salt at Annndpore I shall be very glad if it is in my j ower to di«j ose of 
it nt that rate for the benefit of tho Society, bnt at present I must acquaint 
yon that there is no such [ rosnect Tho merchants arc now here who n«ed 
to be tho purchasers, and this al«o is their customary season of purchasing so 
as to arrive at Ghya before the setting in of the rains but they all declare 
to mo that they dare not venture to Lny nt such an enhanc’d price, until 
their advices from the up-coUDtry merchants of the state of the markets 
above shall afford them a pro«pect of profiting by their purcha«es I am 
apt to conclude, therefore, that, exclonve of what may be wanted for the 
consumption of the province — perkajs ID or 12,000 mds —we shall not be 
able to effect any considerable sales till after the rains 

Every service in my power shall ho cheerfully render’d the Society 
without any con»ideration being expected or required I have appointed a 
goma“tib under me named Godador floldar for receiving and selling the 
salt at Anundj ore, and as I am now beginning to transport thither from the 
( ollarees I have given him orders to erect golahs at the Society a expense 
I beg leave to submit to your approbation the following list of servants 
to be employed nt the golahs together with their monthly wages — 


A Gomastah A Its 30 

A Golah he&per Tavildar ... , 1 r , 

One fllobercr JO 

One Jemantdar 5 

Tour Peons — 3^ each . ,14 

One \\ eigbman ,, r , 

Four W eighmen Cooleys — 3 each , 12 


Per Md A Iis „ 3i 

I must not omit to remark to you that by tho merchants above mention- 
ed, I mean the merchants of this country, who, for these three years past 
have been the only purchasers of salt , the up-countTy merchants having 
received some disgast during Mr Bardett’s residence, have not since that 
time come personally to Annndpore, but united in some of the adjacent 
districts for the salt being brought to them altbo’ I have not heard this 
year of their arrival at all 


I am. Gentlemen, etc etc 

JJons Graham ] 
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Np 60 

To Mr John Graham, at Midnapore 


Calcutta, 

7 he J 7t?i March 17(>6' ^ 


Sir 

The Select Committee have desired mo to recommend your persevering 
in the scrutiny of the Zemindars private account* m order to obtain a 
complete and just valuation of the lands m the Midnapore and JaUasore 
provinces, for which purpose you shontd begin a circuit fo the different p^r- 
gnnnahs as the being yourself od the «pot will more immediately effect their 
intentions The extraordinary expence yon will be at on this occision yon 
will charge the Company on bat the Committee recommend yonr being as 
saving as possible They have further appointed 30 a an allowance of 
Rs 12 000 per annum for the experjce of your table, etc , etc , to be charged 
b) you monthly 

W e direct that the annual revenues be concluded the end of August 
and the close of the year, that no encroachment may in future be made on 
the new year for the payment of the preceding year’s balances , all old 
balances which appear of Sir W atts’ adjustment of the pergunnah accounts 
must be struck off , but before you do that, I must recommend to you to he 
very circumspect and certain that the rents of such pergnnnah* do now ‘ 
yield as much as their present stato will admit, for it 13 on a supposition that 
they are fnlly taxed and not able to pay such balances, that the Committee do 
consent to their being struck off The nankar of the cinoongoes is estee ned 
a sufficient nnd adequate allowance to them for their trouble aud the main- 
tenance of their families The Committee arp of opinion that the office of 
canoongoes will hereafter be unnecessary and do not choose any further 
appointments should be made them In consideration of the present cauoon 
goes having so long held their appointments, they are willing that they and 
their children should continue but 00 their demise the office is to cease 
The duty 1 on goods m the Jalla«ore Province must bo collected as usual, and 
that no exception may be made, the same is to be levied on the goods of the 
Company as on all other persons The reduction of the Zemindars to the 
westward yon will undertake as soon as po»sibIe and their forts (except 
such as yon may think necessary for the protection of the Country) mu«t bo 
entirely demolished Such of the Zemindars as may readily submit and' 
engage for the regular payment of their revenues agreeable to the custom 
of other parts of the provinces may he continued , those that do not should 
be entirely routed out, and other peisons appointed to the charge of their 
Zemindanes I shall write to Mr Ashhnrncr to return yon from BurdwaQ 
the detachments you have made from the Midnapore Battalion and to assist 
you (should you require it) with what farther ictrce yp a may want Rhat 

servants 3 on may find necessary [to send) into th* pergnnnahs for the collec- 
tions mns* be pud bv you, and the Company charged for the same at as 
reasonable a rate as their services can be procured for 

Tlio Committee hare established the following batty of rupees for the 
receij t of all the collections in the Midnapore nnd Jnllasore Provinces, and 
I request yon will order the same to bo made public in every cntehcry — tbqt 
tby remindars and notts may know at what rate the rupees will bo estimated 
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on the payment of their re nts Tim, 1 hop**, will remove ever r oppression 
of tbe jemindir* on tbe ryolts on this occasion 
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My appointment ai Supervisor was not of my *eeking but the ro«jur«t 
of the "(Committee. Their *en«e of the indues* is tbit it is not ret tued 
on a determinate ptan, am! hive, therefore, de«ircd me to continue it. 
Your earnestness for the nnnnlmem of this appointment I do not euppo*.i 
arises for tb« motive yon mention, hat I cannot think jour situation unbecom- 
ing the rank you hof I in tbe -enice, any more trnt Mr A«hbarner’s nt 
flardwan Were yon in Calcutta you most 1>« under the immediate orders 
of one of tbe members of tbe Board, unless in ore or two offices A a for 
my depriving yon for ary credit in yoor bn«inr««. the strictest jnsnee has 
be**n already done you in tb« representation of affairs to the f’onrt of 
Director* 

I am, etc., 

H Veremt 


No Cl 

To tut HionT Hon>lr Lord f‘Lt\r. etc., rrc 

Midmafoup . 

Wh March I76G 

Mr Lord and Gentlemen. 

On tho ICth instant I dispatched tn your Lordship etc , 1G chests of 
treasure. The invoice thereof is now enclosed amounting to Sa Us, 9 1,500 
which, together with a bill of cschango upon Mr. Lawrell For 5 Son Sa 
He. 5,500 also enclosed, complcats tbo remittance to Rupees 1,00,000 1 

further transmit you a draft noon the Paymaster General for tho amount of 
our military disbursements for February and tbe acconnis of tbe Factory 
lor th« same month* 

# I am, etc , 

jOcmv Graham! 

, , No 62 

Tflf Vfx B Sumner, Esq . ami tue Members or tor Com mitt re or Trade 
at Fort William 

/ » SrtAirroRE : 

N 29/A March 17C6 

Gentlemen, , 

1 have reccned a letter from Mr. Marriott at Ballasoro advising me 
that a number ofbejarees with abouj 2,000 head of carnage bollocks came 
into Busts, n , village in the Morntfa district adjoining to tho Province of 
•Jallesore, with an intention to pnrcbasennd carry away n quantity of salt 
and desiring that I would interpose to prevent this enquiry to tho Society’s 
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trull- ** t have it rot in mv |**wer to 4 smite force In tl»o AJorntla 
trrnti rn-s Iliave t*en all*, to ntTiril >lr Marriott no further Balance 
thanl\ writing letter* to the Uallwn* Mioisdar and flu' R r silent nt 
( littack erf liming the nature or the frocrrlj’* prmletiges, amf rfcMring that 
tnrv will not Kmnti nance tH» illicit infringement of them 1 1 tlo not oj lire* 

kftitl 1 ovrever, that tuy en lent 011 r« will ha\e tL« dr-trcd effect ; and I. 
theretorr, thought [rojer to nfvise sou of the circumstance that you ma) 
tnhr what further means} on tna) think nerc«»nrt to ptit nn off, etui! stop 

to thin practice. It j* not the rjuanlil) of eill th.ii they cnn carry away 
tlmt t< to In regarded (ulthn* tt is very po«slb|<* it inaj rficct my *n|e\ nt 
Ammtl|>ort), tut iho example which it *rts for depressing mid undervaluing 
th< incietv’* exclu«tve grant* arid thereby prejn iieing fh* general ftlieme 


1 am, etc 
{Jons Gkaiiam] 

>0 C3 


To Hums VritBi>T E«q, ktc, and Gevr lehrs or tub (otscitor 

P Ot T \\ ILLIAlt 


KttRDAI 

4 t ( h April 17CC 

GkSTLFJIAS 

Being nt present emj lov d, pursmtit to orders from the Secret ( om J 
nutlet m oinking n circnit of tl e Midmporcnn I Jnlle«ore Province*, 1 take 
the hhirtj to trool le soti with the nccomfnnjmg extract from tnj obserSa 
tions ot» the Porgnun ot < o*evjuf\li, ns I tun of opinion that the subject 
then of may merit yonr consideration 

The case of Bnlramporo hund received your decision in the month of 
August Inst year , but as jt does not appear that the circumstance of there 
being no nctual loss on the part ot Bnrdwan, ami that by repairing amf 
strengtheninf^thcir bund, there is a possibility of" saving both countries, 
were at that* time sufficient!} attended to I presume now to repre«eot it to 
}on_ngain, nnd to request that it may le re-constdercd with these additional 

lights That no actual lo«s bn* ncerued to tho Bnrdwan province needs not 
to be wsi«ted on , and that there is a possibility of securing both countries 
seems to roe to be plainly implied from Captain Be Glows’ draught and 
report At present I understand that the Bnrdwan bund is totally out of 
rejair being greatly sunk, and broke down in a number of places It might, 
therefore, very well be represented by the Aumtn, who went from that 
factory, that the mcr would most probably ov erflow on tho Chitwah side, 
but 1 believe it is the opinion of Captn Be Gloss that the repairing of that 
bund and deepening nt the same time the channel of the river by digging 
the earth ont ot it which might be required for tho work, would effectual^ 
secure both pnrganas from ronundation, and thereby prevent loss to either 
It ujod a further enquiry, it is found that this can “be effected, I make no 
^ doubt but you will i«sue your orders accordingly 

, The other circumstance of shotting cp the month of Deayeatb Creek 
by the bund at Mandargafchee cannot but appear, (after the offers made on 
the part of the l oesijnrah Raja to Raja TiUuckchund) to be a very onme£- 
rited injur} and irjustice , and, as ithnoreover occasions sneb a considerable 
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loss tp the (’ompany’0 lands in this Province, I hope your immediate direc- 
tions will be given fot- hiving it remedied 

Tho present » > the season if cultivation, and, if I can obtain your 
favourable determination on the foregoing points, wo may still expect to 
reap tho benefit - thereof, by encouraging the ryots to work those lands 
which hitherto they have been so fnuch averse to for reason of their being 
liable to innnndition f 

If the Co3sijnrah Raja is permitted to repair the bund at Bulrampore, 
he will require the assistance of somo money for that purpose I request, 
therefore to know whether l may in siich cue, make him an advance oat 
of the Treasury, to bo repai 1 m the ensuing year in the same manner us 
his poolhundee The expense which the Raja was at last year on thts 
account amounts to upwards bf 4 000 rupeos, for which he has had no 
allowance made him, nttno’ tho bund was cat by a pnblic order 

"l am, etc , 

[Joav Gparam ] 


Extract from Mr Graham's Remarks on the Purgana of Cossijurah in the 
Province of Mtdnapore 

. The Branch of the Cassai, mentioned :n the account of Shaw- 
' pore and Colubpore, another small river called the Kero and several creeks 
pass throngh this Purgana so tint tho land which 19 cultivated, is m a 
very flourishing condition , but the country being very low is subject 
almost to constant mnuudations which occasion considerable loss to the 
revenues, aod great distress to tho Raja Last year, for example the cut- 
ting of the bund (which he hod raised) at Bulrampore in coosequence of. 
the Bnrdwan Factory s representation to the Board caused a loss to the 
Cossijurah country by tho overflowing of the river Pittowah, oPat least 

Rs Ot Oft, besides tho expense which the Raja had been nt in the work, and 

a like loss may very well be apprehended annually as he is now positively 
forbid to make any oth^r hand there The Board s ordersrwere given in 
consequence of the Burdwnu representation that a greater loss might accrue 
to thS Company, if the river should break ibeir bund and burst out on their 
side , but that the river did actually break their band aVas by no means the 
case , nnd the repairing and strengthening of their bund, I imagine, woul 1 
have prevented it and sated both countries The Bnrdwan Raja could very 
well have afforded such an expense and, with all doe deference, the Factor* 
there should rather, 1 think have tried this method than made such a 
pressing application to the Board to have the « ossijurah bund cut, upon 
more supposition, and which was attended with this additional grievance ot 
being oat at a time (the middle of August) when the crop was almost ready 
for reaping The Company s interest, I will allow, deserves all manner of 
precaution and attention , bnt <*nrely the Cossijurah Raja’s case m-nts also 
some consideration lE by this order he is,tb be subjected to a certain and 
continued loss, upon the supposition that h greater loss might ensue m 
Burdwnn He is nbw m irrears to the Company account last >ear s reni , 
ahout K« 20,000, IN 10 0(W of which may be said to have arisen from the * 

affairs of this bun 1 , and he finds himself greatly difficalted to pay nn h * 
present malguzarry, of which this amongst others is tho cause, 3 ” * S 
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Another los«, which he sailers j roe* < <ls nl*o from th conduct pf the 
Hurdw in | eoj Ip The waters which collect in Co««i}umh m the tnnehf tbo 
nuns should find their outlet into the Rooj narum by a creek (cdled Denyeih 
Creek) tint runs through a small part of th* i’urpann Mniullegunt This 
)art which the crctl jn«ses through hemp verj low land, there is a ri«k 
of its merflowing in its cour*o to the Uoojnarun | erhaps 100 or 150 bignbs 
in the Mundlepant Pnrpnna, to prevent which iri consider.* I le loss the 
Burl wan jpiple stoj tin* course of the water* by shuttmp u| the mouth 
or the crcck nt a place called Mundergatchee, and threyr them lack u| on 
Lo«sijurnh to tho rmn of no less thin 5 000 bigahs of arable land in that 
country Thn besides boinp such a considernl le lo«s to tho Raja nj j car* 
to be it piece of the greatest injustice and ha* been or long duration , and 
the oilers which ho heretofore made to Tilhickchond of making a 1 nnd 
thro (lu Mnndlegant pronnds on each side of the creek an 1 pmnp op to 
that l’urpana a quantity of cultivated land out of his own Conntry equivalent 
to what wuuld be wasted in raising snob a bond were neither accepted nor 
listen'd to , 


No G3 


To Mb John Graham 


Sih 


Calcutta 
lo th April 1766 


1 should have replied sooner to your letter of the 26th of March had not 
the harry of bunaesa oi the dispatch of tho ships, which hare not yef left 
the river, »Lord Clivo’s dej artore nod my being constantly engaged in 
bringing up the public business which had been left behind prevented me 
I think yonr reasons for not j er&evermg in an immediate scrutiny into 
the Zemindars* accounts “very just, and, for the present you had better collect 
what materials you can during your circmt, and resume the scrutiny m the 
mouth of July Mr Ashburner has represented to me that he has not 
seapoys sufficient for the immediate doty at Bnrdwan owing to the very large 
detachments that have teen sent from that Battalion, «o thatthere will be 
absolute necessity of deferring tho expedition against the Zungle Zemindars 
till the rains are over * 

Ton have been already advwed from the Committee of Trade in regard 
.bvMr_Rtibberts’ salt collaries 

* r 1 noi, etc , 

H Verelst 


No 64. 

To Harr* Vxbelst, Esq , etc , etc 

' Agrachaw 

' 1JM April 1776 

Gentleman » 

I have received your commands of tho 31st ultimo and the rule whiqh 
is laid down shall in future be punctually observed * 
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^l.did Hi)**'?! the honour to nddre*? you under d«t© fith m*tant relative 
to *ohi«* point? winch occurrM in the Pnrgma of f'o««ijonh, and hiving 
since visit©! nil the districts of Midnapor**, excepting vrlnt are situ it**d 
to the S.-W , lam now advanced into the Province of Jallesore. I am very 
«orrv to find, as well a« trom it)} own observation as from the inspection of 
the accounts of the Purguna®, that there is vast quantities of lands lying 
wade in this Province whhdi, from the scared) of ryotN, tlierc is very mile 
hop»s of our bcinjfable to cultivate, notwithstanding it is nil arable ground- 
in th«- Pnrgma of Agmchaw alone' they have rendered mo an m count of 
upwards ot 1U,000 Degas on* this situation, owing entirely to the deficiency 
of ryotts ; and, unless we can by some meins procure an increase of them, 
th“ lands mast stiU remain in the eune desolated state. With a view to 
prevent, if possible so great ft loss, and to efTect an object, which may prove 
beneficial to the Company's interest and the good of the country, I have 
j rop 0 *od the granting talook* out of the wnsto lands to nn) rr 4 I>onsibI© 
person®, wno may offer and sngige to come and settle on them with the 
r> ott 4 ; an i I have to that purpose issued n proclamation in the cntcherry*. 
The term*, which 1 hive stipulated, yon will find contained in tho accom- 
panying extract from my remarks on the aforesaid Purgana; and, if they 
meet with your approbation, I beg to submit it to )onr consideration, 
whether it may not possibly assist my endeav oars to publish those terms in 
. . 0 ilcatta ’ * 

, l , I om, etc, 

k ’ [Jons OllAHAJI ] 


Ilxlratt from Mr. Graham’* remark* on the Purguna of Ayrachour in the 
Pro n nee oj Jalletore. 

The lands of this Purguna are annaes in possession of the Chow Irey 
and annaes in the hands of 18 TMookdnts, hut l am sorry to understand 
and observe that they are far from being id n flourishing state* According 
io tb« accounts which the Obowdrey and Tnlookdars render, the Malgozary 
is paid from the rents of about C,000 begit* which is cultivated, whilst 
upwards of 1U,000 begas of arable land is lying waste, exclusive of the 
jungles and hazeo zemin. Last year, tho Chowdrey and Talookdars execu- 
ted an obligation t i Mr. Watts to cultivate 2,500 begas of this land, but I 
do not find they base exceeded 500. In short, 1 seo no prospect of getting 
•vsKr- nyaAtitv, <vf. land, •'alturrJed. bodJ-Kv, 'UvidHvsfc’i. +aWJ«„, -,wA, 
appointing such responsible persons as may offer to talooks of 1,000 or 
1,500 begs* Depending, therefore, that this method will bo approved of 
as tehdmg both to the Company’s interest and the good of tbo country, I 
have issued a proclamation accordingly in the Cntcherry, which now moves 
with me, at the Cntcherry of Midnapore, and in the Cntcherry of the 
Purguna. The ter m3 I have stipulated for the pottahs to the ryotts aro as 
tollows s — ^ f 

Land* which produce Other crop * Lands which produce only paddy, to pay. 

leiide* paddy , to pay,- 

The 1st year ... lie. 5 per bega. The 1st year . As 4 per bega,* 

„ 2nd ,. ' f'... „ 11 „ „ „ 2nd 8 „ „ 

• „ 3rd „ ... lie. 1 „ „ „ “drd 12 „ „ 




.1 


MinSAPUll RECORD* 


And ttio Talookdxr’s te«hkees with tho Company to he settle I agrCible 
to the prodace of Ihi* jummabtindee If responsible people are encouraged 
from these terms to collect rvotts and come and settle on the lmd«, a very 
largo increase of rewnnes mi) he expected to accrue to the Company in the 
course of a few years for I understand that the most of the Purgnna* are 
in the same situation, and I intend to make the same publication in them 
ns I advance 

In the meantime, its f observe by t ho complaints of the ryott*, that a 
much greater number In j roportion are settle 1 upon the Tulookdir’s lands 
I imagine thej mir he able to cultivate more than what they at present 
hold pottnll* for I have, therefore, i««ued i perwnnnn offering thempottahs 
on the above terms irlntstir they trill cultnafe of the wa«te lino*, over 
and ntiove their stated lea«<*«i By this method we mat expect some little 
advantage, until there is time for p>r*ons to offer and necej t of talooks 


ToW iluam Aldpksev, Esq 


No 65 


Secretary to the Council of Fori II ilham 


TinctTAcuooft 


Hth April 1 7ht» 

.Sin, 1 \ 

I have received yonr letter of the 7th instant, hot I am not acquainted of 
any Europeans not in the t ompany’s Service residing within tho’Districfa 
of the Miilnapore Residency Tho gentleman, who n«$ist$ me in my private 
hu«me«w, is of Earopcan rarent*, but born in Bengal I do not «Qf pe*e, 
therefore, that he i« comprehende I in tho, order of Conned If launder 
stand that be is, I “hall demand from him such an iicconDt as is required oa 


my return to tho Factory 

During the time of my Secretaryship I received into my hands a «nm 
of money, for the tonnage, etc, of tessellstbat had passes granted them by 
the President and Council , but the multiplicity of busme«s whilst in office, 
and the constant shifting ot rar situation since, put it lolnlly oat of my power 
till now to make up «n account of it I beg. Sir, you will represent this 
circumstance to the President and Council, and obtain their order for 
receiving mto the Treasury C Rs 5,485. .. .which you will 6nd to be tho 
amount as per nccompaDy mg Stalemont Having obtained this order from 
the Board, the enclos’d bill for the money upon my attorney Mr Lawretl, 
wiJX ha honour d with immediate payment. 

I am, etc , etc , 


[John Gbaham] 


♦ No 66 

To H4KKT V BBEJ.ST, IvSQ BTC BTC • , 

( ’ Beercuol 

1SMA April 176h 

Gentlemen, 

I have received yonr letter of the 14th instant, and 1 shall observe it as 
a rale in future to forward my monthly account to the Presidencr by the 


* Bukut lyii&Gi 
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15th of month ensuing The) won! I have 1 pen «o transmitted tin* month, 
hid not mv absence from th*» Factory occasion'd some otmoilallo ilolaV ; 
am! shouhl the ‘tme reason prevent thur Icing disjat h\! so parlv as the) 
ought to Ip in future, I hope it will be excused, aft* r that there will he 
nothing to detract n Hop oh««rrane< of yonr order. 

The Treasury ami f'a«h accounts, together with those ot charges 
collection, charges general, etc, for tho month of March are now forwarded, 
n« al«o two Itillsof Exchange on the Pa\ ma«ter-Gpncral , one drawn by mo 
for C. R» 6 497-10 8 lieing th» nmonnt of the military disbursements in 
March and one drawn by Captain Do G!os 4 8nrve)or for (’ Its 1 MO 
. . account the Expends of his ^urvej 

Sinci the commencement of the New Rpgnlaltons, 1 have agrrable to 
the de-ire of the P«) master-General. grante 1 a I ill ’upon von monthly in 
hi« favor for the amount of reek nings due to the troops station’d at 
Milnajere. Thi« monthly Draft Inin to request, ma> be hononrM with 
nccej tance whenever u appears, and the amonnt shall he dnely notifie 1 at 
the time I transmit the accounts Tho one for March was C. Its 334-5 

The ahovi mention’d accounts for March being drawn out after a new 
Form w’ch particularizes the bitta b) which tho Rup ds actual!) received 
are convertel into Alla' S*ccd and Calcutta Cnrrencv I shall be glad to 
know whether it insets 'with jour apjrohation Heretofore an imaginary 
hatta of 2 2 f er cent w is made use of to convert the Allah Seen into 
wnrriut Rupees r but a« that calenlation will seldom fad to produce a fnl«e 
nmourit of ( urreot Razees when compared with thi ,’ompanv’a establish’d 
Iratta on the different specie 4 I was led to adopt tin method which is now 
before you on taking charge of th« Rc«idenc) 

1 am with respect, 
Gentleineo, etc, etc 

1 [JolIV GttAtUM] 

No t»7 


To Mr Jons Graham 


Calcutta 


. 23rd April 1766. 

Sir, 

The Board have delivered to us your letters of the 6th and lHh ins 
tant, directing me to reply thereto and at the «nme time eucloso you copy 
of their resolutions on the former and the remarks which it enclosed which 
) oo will receive herewith 1 must inform yon that tho circumstances re- 
lative tq the Bnlrampore land were, as represented from the Gentlemen at 
Bnrdwnn and Midnapore taken at largo into consideration before tho 
Board came t<$ any decision That actual losses would be sustamei in the 
Burdwan Pyovmce on account of that bund far exceeding any advantage 
it could be of to the Midonpore revenues has already been j roved The 
former’s cMims /or their losses on account of the overflowings last season ns 
well this on this very account, the ynsttco of which they have m the clearest 
manner established, are too well known to need any repetition at this 
time, and from the information I have received from Bnrdwnn should the 
Bulrampofobnnd be again ref aired, a total disertton of tho inhabitants of that 
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I'nrt of the countrj n»o« immediately ensue However, for our mutual 
utMiction, I have tlirrcied Mr, nutted nod 3Jr Daglon to earn) that.m 
will as the cretL ftt Mundar Gntch*i , and give mo their opinions thereon? 
when ebould it nj pe»r that bund* for both countries can be made m -m 
nilvnntngeous manner to Bvcur* the lands of each Province, n proper atten- 
tion shall be ptnl thereto 

Every measure mu« bo pursued lo encourage the calthation of the 
waste lands fho dividing them Into tullocl s provided resj onsille person* 
can bo procured for them, t Into ever been of opinion, n the nio«t 
proliblo one for 8ucce*s and over since my return from Midnaporc hive 
endeavoured to induce persons of pro|ertj and erdit to engage forth" 
cultivation of them, but hitherto without buccc«i However, J shall 
not cease in mv endeavours to engage them The terms voti have pnbh he! 
1 hop have already met with «omo success, and with the permission of 
tlin Hoard, shall mat o 1 nown the iimo here 

The eooatr} must have cousiderabl) suffered for want of rain it is a 
conif hunt from ever) part and vvlnt we havo it not in our power to remedy. 

The revenues of this countr) ftr liable lo rue and full, to adjust which 
ibo Government should ever (nrticularly ntlcn 1 to the just valuation of the 
lands The intent of the circuit you are now on is principally to attain 
to n certain knowledge of that valuation, in or ler that whenever an 
addition to the revenue is madi , it shall onl) be where ns on an eqmtalle 
enquiry it is found to l>o not op r» -sjve to the ryotts The abstract of the 
expence of the Midnapore Facior) is dulj arnvo me 

J am etc , 

H V EHFLsT 


No 68 

To \V U Susinkb Esq Etc Members of toe Commerce os Tradk at 

hoBT W ILLlASl 

Dantoon 
25i/» April 17G6 

Gentlemen, 

1 have received your letters of the 2nd and 19tb instant In conse 
quence of the lotter, the Agent of Messrs Stibbert* and Haro hive deliver’d 
over to me the Lompno collaree* and peoj le on my part hre now employ d 
in receiving the Salt which is ready As Messrs Stihbert and Haro had 
put a stop to the boiling some time before I received your Order, by the 
time it arrived I found nlmo«t all tho Moinngces had gone and engaged 
them«elves at the work in the Moratta Districts I have now employ d 
people to bring them bach nad renew the boiling , hnt as id will ho 
attended with a good deal of trouble and petty charges I would beg leave 
to propose the delivering the whole oF prodaeo of the«e eollarees to the 
Society at Calcutta on the same terms with the salt produc’d at Beer 
cool instead of receiving wuat is now ready and working the remainder 
of the season on account of the Society If this proposal is agreeable to 
yon, I shall receive the little profit which occurs as compensation for ray 
tronble and the Committee will be reliev’d from the perplexity and incon 
vemenco of adjusting accounts with goraastahs 


* Ganl G Stibbert 
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The beparees who wero at Bnstn, canto thither by somo roads which 
lye thro’ the jnngles to the Westward oE this province, Bardwnn, etc, oE 
which 1 am nnable to obtain any exact account. IE the Morattas famish 
them with salt they will return by the samo route. However I am endea- 
vouring to engage them either to come and purchase at Auuadpote or 
to quit the country 

I am, Gentlemen, etc , etc , 

[John Graham ] 

No 69 

To illiam AldEBSEY, Esq , Secretary , Etc 

MlDVArORE 

If t May 1766 

I now transmit you Erotn my Assistant Mr Hampton a description 
of the nature required in your letter of the 7th ultimo The particulars 
thereof will, 1 hope, be deemed Sicca into Current Rupees, but ns that 
Calculation will seldom fad to produce a false amount of Current Rupees, 
when compared with the Company’s establish’d batta on the different 
species, 1 was led to adopt the method which is now before you on taking 
charge of the Residency * 

I am with respect, 
Gentlemen, etc , etc , 
[Johv Graham J 

Enclosure 

To John Graham, Esq 

MlDVArORE 

„ l*t Afoy 1766 

Sir, 

In consequence of yoar communicating to mo the resolution of the 
President and Council of the 3rd March, I must now inform you that I 
was born in Bengal aDd went to England for Education That I camo 
out in tbe year 1740 a Writer in the Hon’ble Company a Service for Ben- 
coolen, at which pkco I continued till the beginning of the year 1760 
when not having a good state of health, I desired permission to resign 
the service and repair to this place my native conn try 1 his my request 
was granted, by the then Governor and Council of Fort Marlbro’ , and I 
took my passage on a Snow Commanded by Captain Dnnn , bnt before 
we could get off the Coast, we had the misfortune to be taken by the two 
French ships, which afterwards took all the Company’s settlements on 
the west Coast of Sumatra By those two misfortunes, I lost all the small 
Fortune I had attain’d in my long service , which has reduced me to the 
necessity of gaining a subsistence through the favor of the Gentlemen of 
this place 

I am with dne respect, 

Sir, 

Your most and humble Servant 

(Sd ) ^Cha. Hash-ion 
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No 70 

To W B Scmnek Esq etc , Gentlemen of Cooncil at 
Fort William 

Midnapore 

10th May 1706 

Gentlemen 

I have been favour d with yonr letter of the 28th ultimo and I am 
glad to find that method which I have adopted for st iting the monthly 
accounts meets with yonr approbation In consequence thereof the accounts 
for April which are now forwarded are made out upon the game plan and 
it shall always be observ d m future 

1 further transmit you herewith the following Bills of Exchange 
1 My B 11 is Pay •> aster upon tho Mily 
Payr Genl for the amount Military 
Disbarments of the month of April C Rs 7 304 13 6 
l Captain De Gloss s Bill upon Do for the 

Expences of Ins Survey 1 665 0 0 

3 My private Bill Upon Mr James Lawrell 
wb ch on pre«entment will be duly dis 
charg d for Son Rs 20 000 22 200 0 0 


In all C Us 31 169 13 6 

And I am likewise to advise that I have drawn on you under date 
tho 1st for C Rs 384 5 4 in favour of the Pay Master General being 
the amount of Off Reckonings due to tho Troops stationed at this 1 actorjr 
for the Month of April 

I am with respect, etc etc 

[John Graham J 

No T1 ' 


To Mr John Graham at Midnapoor 


(Committee of TrADE ) 
Fort William 
May 16th, 1766 
(A nr cered l$tf 1766) 


Sir 

W o are now to acquaint yon that we have fixed on tho undermen 
tioned markets for exporting the following quant ty of Salt to viz — 
Nabob Gungo 2 00 0 00 

Carragolnh • 2 00 000 

JamollRUDEO near Rnngpoor 2 1 0 00O 

Sondean near Dwngepoor 2 00 000 

Patca 4 00 OIJO 

Durbnnga 

Chilmaree 3 00 000 

Raja! harry ^ 00 0u0 

Hanabubong 


200 000 
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Calcutta ... 
Annndnoor 

Gattaul and Kunchnagur 
Gnalpanh 


3.00. 000 
80,000 

2,00 000 

1 . 00 . 000 


In <w!q* that every country merchant may have on equal share of this 
trade, afier tho salt has been landed at the foregoing markets, wo bare 
agreed to exclude all Enrof eans, and recen e proposals from tho country 
merchants only for tho sale of tho same to bo delivered at tho nbovemen- 
tioned places The proposals are to bo given into onr Agents or to the Chief 
and Conned of any of tho Company’s Factonc, who hivo onr directions 
for forwarding tho sarno to ns for onr consideration 

We request that you will have publication mado at yonr Factory that 
tho conntry merchants may be acquainted with onr resolution. At tho same 
time yon will please to have mentioned tbit it is our intention not to send 
np a larger quantity of salt than we have fixed on for tbo different markets 
nor any more till the next season, and wo expect to receive payment from 
tho persons whoso proposals we accept as the salt is weighed off to them 
Any proposals that arc given into you we desire yon will forward to us. 


We are etc., 

H Verrlst 
Randh Marriott 


No 59 

To W B Summer Esq , bto , Members of tub Committee of 
Tradb at Fort William. 

Members of the Committee of Trade at Fort William 

Midvatore 
22nd May 1766 

Gentlbmbn, 

I am favor’d with yonr letters oE the 3rd and 15th Instant In conse- 

? uence of your acceptance of my offer for the produce of the Latnpne 
'olarees, I have accounted with tho last proprietors for tho advance 
which they had maijo, and am now continuing the boiling 

Immediately dn receit of your letter of tho 3rd, I transmited the 
mtimaticn which yon desired to tbo hepatites in the Mora Hi Districts 
and I have now issued tho publication directed in yr. last. If m conse- 
quence thereof, any proposals are offer’d to me I shall take care to forward 
them. 

In pursuance of yonr former orders, I have effected sales at Annnd- 
poro of about 15 000 Maunds of salt at the price which yon stipulated 
(C Rs 2 Per Mannd) and it is now weighing off I should bo glad to 
know whether I am to continue selling at that rate, or to suspend my sales 
nptil we see tho effect of this publication for proposals As I shall have 
a call for some money here to discharge the hire of the salt from the 
collarees to Anundpore, and to carry on my business at Lamprio, I request 
your permission to supply myself out of the Anundpore sales, and grant 
drafts for the same in your favor on my attorneys in Calcutta 6 
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In addition to the servants winch I formerly advised you to have 
employ’d at Annndporo, the business had required my entertaining four more 
woiglunon and a Podar, which 1 hope yon will not disapprove The forme 
are to receive each Rnpees monthly wages— the latter 5 Rnpees 

I ira, gentlemen. 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 
[John Graham ] 


No 72 

To W B Sumner, Esq , A Gentlem«n of Council at Fort William, 

MlDhAPOBB 

2bth May 1766. 


^"Tbave been favor’d rvtlh yonr letter o! tho lOlb Instant 

Amongst the order, rent ..this Factor previous Jo my appointing 

I meet with the two ’ J d to Uep two nets of boobs, the one 

1165, wherein the Resident. s r nnes ^ ^ „ lbl , r lb , ncco nnts of the 

to include accounts oE t e{c The geconi i „nder date the 24th 

Investment Expences o 0 f’ t he Genera i Letter for tho GrenulU, 

October accompanying an Extra . t t of the Factory shall be 

-Uh ‘he General boohs 

from thence to England these order, may nol be attributed te 

That the omission of eiecntmg^^ ^ , lberty ,£ acquaint yon that I 

any neglect of mine, I t |,„ factory whereapon to proceed , Three 

have not found any ^ tunes been open’d, but none of them hare been 

different sets have ''t, different limes been ope , ^ bow with your 

completed or ,nd ®* f or the present jeir upon the above directed 

approbation, to «P« J e to have t P | e m coropleated so as to be 

plan and I shall taL , a Presidency bj tho Jnnry ship l *“ a “ 

to Euro} c with the boo , lb btmneas to tho directions contain d m 

pay doe attention ^^^S^eST^oeabor 1764 but for my further 

the Snb-Accomp*ant a Letter ^ „„ lbe tollewmg pcrticnlsrs 

assistance I must '«6 .ij MUnees now charged to the fotcr.l P»f 

First, whether nil the OM boohs? This queue is made 

cams ore to ho brought for''® wblcb have been sent mo ny tho Select 
m reference to * otn V b jj r Vcrelst will bo hind enough to take the 
Committee, and trhicb Jur 

trouble to explain #J ballanco ot Midnaporo Tort and Building is 

Secondly, AVhether b H 8 r blc , 0 ,he Statement dolnerd to 

to be brought upon the n 1 k cbnrRa c { the Factory, which only m- 

me by Mr Watts, "hen I ^ and wbetIier yon will order a 

eludes tho «P en J* . „ p a nd sent me from Calcutta? 

com) leat account to be m P advances directed to bo maJa 

Thirdly, T\ hv.bvr yoo S/ArdR *1.0 U»d. 

from the on. ““f^K'r It brad, yon wooli chaos. •» 
ta Zlool. and 
bsvo open’d for thoso Inmsfon r 
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Fourthly, Whether the Military Disbursement are to be esteemed a 
charge upon the Revennes of the Factory , and, ol consequence, into which 
Books their amount is to bo brought ? 

Fifthly, By what role or standard I am to ascertain the amount o£ 
the teshkees of each Pnrga at the beginning oE the year in Current Rupees, 
the Teshkees being always adjusted in Allah Siccas ? Ihe method lately 
adopted for converting the Rupees actually received into Allah Siccas and 
Calcutta Currency, having met with you? approbation, is in fntnre to be 
continued , hot then, tbis depending entirely upon tho receit*, it is impos- 
sible to pronounce beforehand a certain proooce in either species To re- 
medy this inconvenience I would hurablr propose, if you approve it, that 
such a battn, as you shall think proper, shall be established upon the Allah 
biccas agreably to which the amount oE the teshkees to be debited m 
Current Rupees whilst the reccits shall coutinue to be enter d according 
to the method at present followed Any difference then arising in Allah 
biccas at tho end of the vear will be a balance actually dne from tho 
Country, whilst the difference w’ch may arise in the Current Rupees will be 
a Profit or Loss to tho Company ana most be adjusted accord ngly by that 
account 

Tbo necessary work having already been long delay d I beg I may 
be favor’d with your answer as soon as possible 

I am, with respect, 

}our roost obedient and hmnble Servant, 
[John Graham ] 


bo 7U 


Mr 


Joun Graham, Resident at MiDSAronE 

(Gevl. Letter) 
Fort* William 


22nd May, 1766 
{Heed 25lh May, 1766 ) 

Ihe Nabob barim ol Dowla having departed this life on 8th instant 
after a short rodispo* tion, his brother Syf o Dowla has succeeded bun in 
tbo Snbahdarce and was seatod on the Musund on the 19th il 0 
been already proclaimed here and you will cau-e the same to bo done at 
your 1 actorj, for which purpose the form oE a Proclamation comes 
enclosed 


We are. Sir, 


■iour Loving Friends 
Wm B Sumner. 
J3 Yerelst 
Randh Marriott 
Hugh Watts 
W u Alderset 
Claud Russell. 
Tnos Kilsall 
Charles Flqter 
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A Proclamation 

We the President and Council o£ Fort William for the Manage- 
ment of the affairs of the United East ladia Company, and on their 
part acting in the Dewnnneo in behalf of the King Sbab Allmu for the 
Provinces of Bengal Bebar and Onsa, do acknowledge and declare our 
good Friend and Ally, Syf 0 Dowli to have been regularly invested in 
the Snbudarry of the Provinces, and in which we will assist and support 
him to the utmost of oar’ power also we do hereby require and command 
all persons within or belonging to the Government under our jun a diction, 
and we do desire all per'ons our friends and allies to acknowledge the 
said Syf 0 Dowlam his Right and Title of Subah of the said Provinces 

( lt«cd 25th May Procld 27t/i ) 


No 71 

To Mr John Graham 

Calcutta 
29 th May, 17G6 
Sib, 

I have just received your letter of yesterday’s date, the Board hive 
oh yet taken no notice of Mr Hampton’s residence with 1 shall be very 
willing to assist that gentleman in anything that may offer i 

The great drought of this season has certainly given reasonable cause for 
the Zemindar's complaints I have received many of the kind from Burdwan. 
In short the grievances has been general The answer yon have given to 
them is extremely proper Yon will soon to bo able to judge bow far 
their distress may require relief, and should you find their sufferings «o 
great aa absolutely to disable them from complying with their revenues, 
yon will pleo«e to make an estimate from (be best information you can 
procure of wbnt may be thought in equitable indolgenco on this occasion 
which shall bo properly represented so that in fnture no blirae cin fall 
on you for such deficiencies 

The extremo harry of bn«mc«3 we have been in has proveute I ray 
taking the oj mlon of the Gentlemen with regard to* a hunibood bnt it 
shall bo done if possible the next meeting, when I will ndu*o yon par 
ticufarlj 

The sentiments of the Committee which I tvroto you under date tho 
17tli March la«t in regard to the old lilinco* only rcliled to snch as 
were irrecovorable Tho [ roposi la y o« make of leeping tl em npart from 
your new books is in my opinion from tho res< ns \on civo the most 
eligible mi ibod The writing ot thc«c compleat seta of books will take op 
more of your time than 1 think vou can afford to «jarc Tley bad 
better bo all j rejared tinier your Infection at Midnnporc I «hall there- 
fore apply to tl c Board for an allowance for n writer for Ibis purpose 

The de Inchon demande 1 for the Residents comnmMon j nt 1 to Mr 
11 atta in iho montl s of October an I jNovcmUr Is ceriainty jo«t an I reason 
able oml wlicb I think, may with jropnely be admitted in lie charge* 
collection 



MIDNAPUU RECORDS 


63 


I flatter myself I rlntl bo able for the next i*ason to procure you many 
people to nnaertako the cultivation of the waste lands at least t K,™ 
at present several promises l3Te 

Tho Board being folly resolved to accept all commissions tendsred I.. 
officers, and as tboso gentlemen mtb jon have concurred id the delerm.a 
tion ot resigning the service, I mil endeavour lo get others inoo.et. 1 „ 
their stead as soon a, possible If there are aSy fart.cnlar |cnt L to“ 
among the officers who bive not tendered their commi«iioni on this 
sion or amongst snch as may lo soon here yon prefer, please to let 
know r Iei rao 

I am extremely glad to find by the statement you Lave forwarded 0 r 
the rovennes that they are so well paid np which I Hunk mast faliv ° 
every expectation * nnawc r 

Tbe Munb Chnnah> Rnjah frequently reqnestcd permission . 
his rents in ( alcntta, ns it will tend considerably to his convenience 
particular inconveniences arise, these indulgences. I think . i * n ? 

to such a, have behaved wall in th. rcgalsr payaijnta ocX r ? \ 
yon may receive his bills paynhlo to the President and Conned ’ nnU 

I am, etc , 

H V breut 

No 74 

To W B Bmivin Esq , avd Genteemev of Coo oil at Toni W.uui, 

MlDNAroi-B. 

Gentlemev, !*<•/»». 17C6. 

I was id dne coario favor'd with yonr Letter of tho 22„,1 at 
in conseqnenco thereof the Proclamation ot tho Nabob 8yfODoX 
pnbhckly read at this Factory J vomti was 

As E shall have a Dispatch oE Cloth ready to send to Catcatla , 

,hat ,w Mn, ”“ 

. I am with dno Respect 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obe dient i. most Immblo Servant 
No 75 

To \Y B ScilNEr., Esq , asp Gevtlpeen of CooitciD 

JliDVArone 

Qevtlejiev, June 17CC 

* I was in dno course favoured with vnnr e ,, „„ , 

"abt[rr”^t , K.‘t,r' hm, ' 0n 0f lb0 VoDalfe S 

* M*y*nacb»r Price ~ • <•,[»„. a >■ , — — 

cam^adsac. J.a —9th Dec 1TCC I, Val”“ "Si"" 
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As I shall have a despatch of cloth ready to send to Cdcnlta in a 
few days hence, 1 request that two mufcwas may be ordered down to 
Gongacolly to receive it 

I era, etc , 

[John Graham ] 


No. 76 

To W B Sumneb, Esq . Members of the Committee of Trade at Fort 

W ILLIAM 

Hidnapore 
9 th June 1766 

Gentlemen, 

Having sold to the end of last month to tho amount of 21,000 Mds 
of Salt at the Society’s golahs at Anundoore, I have now the pleasure 
to transmit you the following accounts — 

1 Charges building golahs for the reception of 80,003 Mds of Salt 

2 Charges March 

3 Account receit of Salt to the 31st of May 
4. Account Sales of do to do 

5 Cash account of the Society for March 1766 

All the accounts, I hope, will upon inspection, be found right and 
and receive your approbation 

I am favor d with your letter of the 28th ulto and, agreably to 
voui desire, I shall continue roy sales at Annndpore After repeated 
endeavours, I bavo at length prevail'd open one of the op-countrv beparees 
to come down to the golahs, and I aspect that ho will take off in a few 
days to the amount ot 10 000 Mds 

I am much obliged by the permission yon have given me for taking 
up what sums I may want to carry on my own business out of yon. .cash 
In consequence thereof, I have drawn a supply in the month of May of 
flnrnt Itopees 35,100 for which I now engage yon a bill upon Mr Law- 
rell payable at five days' sight Tho ballanee of your cash shall be remit- 
ted,' either when fresh oportuuitics offer of drawing or in species, ns yon 

“f thmk pr0p “ *“ d ‘ reCl I am. Gentlemen, etc , etc , 

[JonN Graham ] 


No 77 

ToW B Sumner, Esq, etc , Gentleme* of Council at Tort William 

MlDNArOUE 
12 th June 17C6 


UENTLKMEN, 

I have been favor d with your letter of the 2nd instant, and the ins- 
tructions therein contain’d, regarding the books fo be opend nl thi, 
factory, shall bo duly ob«erv’d I have received from tho Snb-Acconntant 
tho account which yon directed him to transmit me, and I will take tlio 
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liberty to correspond with that Gentleman for whatever farther information 
I may stand in need of 

Fnelos* 1 I forward to yoa the Accounts of the Factory for the month 
of May together with two Bills of Exchange, n , one drawn by mo upon 
the Military Paymaster General for b,lOt> U Its , and one drawn by 
Captain De Gloss' on do for C Ks 1,110 

I am with dae Respect, etc, 

. [John Graham ] 


To W B 


No 78 

Sumner, E*q, Gentlemen or Coes cil at Fort William. 

MlDNAfORE 


15 th June 17CC 


Gentlemen, 

Under escort of one Naich and six Sennoys, I no* dispatch to Gontpi- 
colly eights sheets of Treasaro and sixty bales of piece-goo h to I e for- 
warded from thenco to Calcatta, the Invoices thereof shall be tran*mitted 


by the Dawks 


I am with doc respect 


[Jons Graham ] 


No 79 

To W . B Sumner E«q , and Gentlemen of Council at Fort William 

MlDNArORB 
15rA June 176C 

Gentlemen 

This serves to enclose to yoa the mvoicos of eight cbesLs treasaro and 
»ixty bales piece-goods dispatc’d this day to Gong icolly, to be forwarded 
from thenco to Calcatta Tho invoice of the Trcasnre amounts to Sicca 
weight 60 000— and that of tho piece goods to A Rs 14 108-119 

I liavo received yoar favour of tho 9th advising of yonr having 
station'd two Mntwas constantly at Gongacolly for the service of this 
Factory • _ , , 

1 am with dae respect, etc , 

[Jonv Graham ] 

No 80 j 

To Mr Jamfs Lawrbll, 

Secretary to lie Committee of Trade at Tort William 

JIlDNAPORK 

15tA June 17Cfa 

Sir, 

I nm favor d with yoar letter of the 12th instant Immediately on 
rcceit thereof, I dispatched orders to Annndporo to stop the sales of the 
* Lon* do Oto*s 6eo an art by W K firm oger * a Pioneer of the Sarvcy ’ 
Tbo Slafeamon April lGtb 1911 
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Society’s salt, and this morning X received advice from the Gomastah 
that he had nccordinglv done so He acquaints me, however, that prior 
to the arrival oE these orders, he had settled contracts with the beparees 
for the disposal of upwards o£ 25,000 Mds , thereof had been weighed 
c5 deliver'd to them, the remainder he ha', by my directions, stop in 
the golahs, until I can receive the orders of the Committee, which you will, 
therefore, please Jo obtain for me witbont loss of lime. 

I mu^t desire you will inform the Committee that amoDgst the number 
who have not received their salt is the beparee Bnboorara Noyk This 
is the man who J advised them m my letter o£ the 9th in'tant I had taken 
such pains to engage down to the golahs , aud ns for a further mark of 
encouragement, his contract of 90 001 Mds was settled in my preference 
I hope the Committee will not object to its being fulfilled 

Enclos’d I transmit you a draft on Mr James Wioaley for C Us 
5 400 Vvhicn amount I have drawn here from the ballance of tbe Society’s 
Cash tor May 

I am, etc., 

[John Gbaham J 

No 81 

k To XV B Sumner, E«q , and Gentlemen of the Council at Fort 
William 

MlDNATORE 

17 th June 1769 

Gentlemen, 

This serves to accompany tbe account of Jbis Factory for tbe month 
of June together with two Bills of exchange upon the Paymaster General , 
one drawn by Captain De Gloss for C Rs l,6b5 — and one drawn by xae 
for C Bs 6 950 

r I am with due respect, etc , > 

[John Graham J 


No 82 

To Mn John Graiiam 

Calcutta 

a 22nd June 17f6 

Sin, 

Your favor of the 20th instant is just arrived lour former letter 
regarding tbe Sfoyna Chanra Rnjab* came to band when I was much 
engaged in business and being taken with a fit of illne*s immediately 
after, which still continues on tne, was the occa«icn of my not replying it 
Tbo ten«on jou gave me for bis not laying bis revenues in Calcutta wero 
so sati«factorj that I ordered bis people to Le told bis request coaid not 
be comply ©d mtb Tbo reason ho assigned io me for bis request was 


• \ id* Letter No. 73 
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No 84 

To W B Sumner, Esq , and Gentlemen of Council at Tort William 

Midnabore 
22nd July 1766 

Gentlemen, 

I am favor’d with jour Letter of the 14th instant The list of invest- 
ment ami the extract from the Hon’ble Company s Separate Letter, which 
were enclos’d therein, Bhall be strictly attended to 

I am also favor’d with a letter from the Secretary, of the 16th 
transmitting me, by yoar order, a copy of the fifith Para of the General 
Letter, dated the 24th December 1765, wherein my Hon'ble employers 
have been pleaded to take a very favourable notice of my endeavours 
in the Office of Secretary Permit me through the channel of yoar 
Board to express the grateful sen«e which I entertain of this fre«h mark 
of their approbation and favor, and to offer the assurance that, whatever 
trust m their service the Hon’ble the President an 1 Council may think 
proper to repose »n me shall always be discharged ns far ns may be in 
my power with diligence and fidelity 

The Bungalloes which were built at this Place by Mr Parker HatJejr 
1 imagine, must have cost at least 4 GCO rupees In their present stntp 
however, I do not esteem them worth more than 2 000 rupees although 
it is necessary to observe that dariog these «even months past they have 
been employ d for the Company s Service in the quality of a cottah 
appartment for the Surgeon, etc 

I am with due respect 
[Joiin Graham ] 


No 85 

To "W B Sdmner, Esq , and Members ok the Committee or Trade at 
Fort William, 

Mid vapors 
25lk July V 66 


Gentlemen, 

I have recoived jour favor of the 15th of July as also two from jour 
Secretary, dated the 12th In consequence thereof I have order’d the 
Salt which is at Anundporo golabs to be deliver d to boberim the Gomasta 
of Co«smant etc , Merchants and the Zemindars of the contract shall in 
hi e manner he deliver’d os it arrives from the collaret, but os it cart 
only be brought to the golabs by Land Carnage, the rains most abate a 
little before 1 can possibly transport it 

As I find I •hall not be able to succeed in nroennog Hills for the 
whelo bnllance of yonc Ca«b, I yesterday dispatch'd from Anundporo fonr 
Cbe«ts of Treasure containing So. Rs. 19 500 and 2 000 or U Its 24 880— 
to bo forwarded bj boat from Gnttanl to Calcutta The Invoice shill bo 
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the Sociotv of Trade. A prod deal of inconvrnienco will necessarily 

=M s.r;; 

may think proper to give —I run with nil due respect, etc 


To the Right Hoh’blb Loud Clivp, etc , etc. 


Midnafore • 
10/A August 1766. 


My Lokd ah „ b b r Ilonldnr, and an »»P»7 S . 1 D °” 

Under tic rorUI ...I., chests of Trcainre. The Invoict 

dispatch to joor Lordship, etc, .eight 

thereof shall be fornarded V the dawks. ^ ^ ^ , 

[John Graham ] 

No 89. 

To Ydk Rront Horfwi Loco Clive, bio , etc. Mnjs4rm! . 

17/A August 1766 

MY UocD-AkD OESTLEMEV Trends, which I 

dispatched from Coni.,, on the 10th instant 

[John Graham ] 


No. 90 

_ C ,^-Y, ren etc.. Members of the Committee of Trade at 
To W. B Scmner. Esq , ^ ltuAM . 

lllDNAFORE • 

17lA Auaust 1766 


Gentlemen, of the mb instant, and in consequence 

I have Teced ,? £5,3 _i t b l3 Factory that yon are ready to receive 
thereof, 1 have pub is en«mne year’s salt to be made in this 

proposals for contmcUn g f aU# t0 ai 3 jas t with the Zemindar and 

Province I have n J -pear’s boiling, but, so good as I have, I 

Molnn gees the account trflnsmlt yQa sac h conditions as 1 may find it in 
shall take the liberty to the business in the ensuing season 

my power to offer for carry „ j #m> ctc f 

. [John Gbaham.1 
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No 91 

To W. B Summer, Esq , etc , Members or toe Committee or Trade, 

MlDSArORE 

22n l August 1766. 

Gevtxeme*., 

Sinco ray letter of the 17th Instant, hare been employ d in adjoshng 
the accounts of last year’s salt boiling I am sorry to Co 1 it is not in 
ray power to tender you more reasonable terms than those of last contract 
for carrying on the salt busine«s of Ibis Province in tbe CDsning season 
Tbo contracting { nces with tho Zemindars and Molnngees are so ranch 
enhanced by the heavy expenco of land carnago from tho collarees to 
Anundporo galabs, tho boat biro from Beercool, etc , to Calcutta, and tbo 
precarionsness of that passage, as to leave, I may s ifely say, bat a very 
moderate equivalent for tho trouble sad risk of the Contractor with the 
Society On the same terms, however, I am willing to undertake (bo 
business of the ensuing year, and ogrcably thereto to deliver as follows, 
at Annndporo Golabs ... . . . 70,000 lids 

at Calcutta from Beercool) Rabat etc 1,30,000 

from Lamprie Collanes . . ... 20.C0U 1,50,000 

In all ... 2,20,000 Mds 

As tho terms I refer to have boon already specified at largo in the 
extract of last season I apprehend it is unnecessary for me to bo more 
particular here , 1 shall be glad, however, how soon 1 can receive yonr 
determination ns the soa'oo approaches for advancing to tho MoJungees, 
and those of Lnmprio collarees will be apt to go away , and engage them- 
selves in the Moratta Grounds, if not entertain’d 

1 am, etc , 

[John Graham ] 

No 92 

To Hugh Watts, Esq 

Midnapore 

• 25/7* August 1766 

Sir, 

I have recc'd your favor of the 2 1st Instant, and in consqaence thereof 
I now transmit you on abstract of the anneal Expence of tins Factory 
tor two years compleat, also of the expeace of that part of the present 
year which is claps d and which yon tnav compleat into another dear’s 
Abstract by adding 3 months’ expenco at the rate of C Rs 1,800 per 
Month, which X am certain it will not exceed 

Ton, of yonr own knowledge Sir, can acquaint his Lordship that 
there are no accounts remaining at tho Factory ot an older date than 
November 1763, and that it was therefore impossible for me to trace tho 
expences further back I bavo purposely omitted to state the expenco 
of Garrison Stores because I could not render it perfect The damaged 
stores sold during tho Gbiefship of Mr Beatmont and yourself, exoeeda 
considerably the cost of what were laid in during that period, and I had 
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no olJer accounts io In'tract mo in *htt was Uio Ordinal Stock of the 
fc loro-bo os** 

If this nl strict »l oul 1 appear In any respect iroperfocl I rbaJJ bo 
rcalr to rect fo it in such manner as yoa may instruct me 

I am tic., 

[Idiiv Grunin ] 

J«o tn 

AS ABSTRACT OF ASMJAL CXf! see At MtDVArOltr FACTOR 
} reel AwMiJff 17C3 to {X~t^lrr 17C1 i-tcltu re 
Cm*Qts Mixture** Iactort — |ta_ * t l*. i t 

TWi Held contain* all tho chuge* of the Factory fot 
them 12 month* tl* ct trge* of tho collection* 
eiwpted, *n i cwmprel*cd* tb« Workmen • «»go* 
employed In tu ding the lo»» the co*l of m» 

I* fat* petty Charge* etc Tl a *1110001 u col 
Irctnl from Ibo il DDlll/ Bfrfocl, Js CG9 73G11 3 

Cnrux ash Taoirze Lut-irr _ 

Tho amount of tl * aJeAnce* foe the** article* collect 

ed a!»o from I) e monthly acconnU 12 091 2 9 

81 8->7 11 0 

1 rvm ftertmltr 1761 to (klcler 17 Crf metal re 
1 At ASD AltOWASCES TO THE CoVETATT StSVATTS — 

Km. AI r 

Mr \\*tt» \V*y Charge* from CakatU 610 0 0 
„ Fenwlefco • „ Io. 103 0 0 

, I Utley t to CaIcoIU 109 0 0 

756 0 0 

Cnasacs ItmsArcBE Factpbt — 

Comprehend or tho ei pence* recited 

•bore «33 90-* 0 3 

CnAtlOES Geszbau — 

Tl s form* * *cp*r»t* IIe»d from May 

1"G5 and the n ount U C 0"6 C C 

30 *>28 6 9 

40 681 6 9 

JV It — In thla year ■ aCctt*. the Es 
penee* of Tagree and Cl untn If 
Deluded under tha forgo ng Head* 

7>o Aoees ter 1“65 to July 1766 mclm re 

Pat ANb Alujwakcej to ms Cotznivt SravAvr? 

Sir WaM» \\ a/ Charge* to Calcutta 610 0 D 
Fenwick* a do 108 0 0 

C ahem a from Calcntt* 610 0 0 

1 188 0 0 

Cdabozs ai rouroBE Factobt — 

Comprehend* as n tha proceeding year 

and amounts to 17 798 15 0 

Cbaboq Oessbal.-' 

Uj do. 8 4 55 3 s 

26 °51 2 0 

°7 44° 2-9 


Current ltapee* 


149 954 7 6 
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No 94 

To tue Rigiit Hon’ble Loro Cars rrc , etc 


flffDSAronc 


31 *£ August 1766 


My Lord and Gpvtlfmfs, 

Linder Escort of a IlavdJir and fix Seapoj*, I now dispatch to your 
Lordship, etc , tho f ompanv s two Jlatwos laden with sixteen chests of 
Trea«uro and nineteen bales of piece goods 

I am etc , 
[John G KAO am ] 


No 95 

To toe Right Hon’bee Loud Clue, etc, etc 

MtDNAPOnE 
1st September 1766 

M\ Lord and Gentlemen 

Factored L transmit yon an loroice of Treasure (Rs 100 COO) and 
nno her of piece-goods, dispatch’d from hence yesterday to be laden on the 
Company s Mutwus at Pertabporc, and proceed to ( alcntta I further 
enclo'o yon two Dills of Exchange one drawn by mo upon the Paymaster- 
General for G Its 655, and ono drawn by a Merchant hero for Sont 
Its 4,000 upon the bouse of Mxinick Holdar and Ram lioldar 

1 have duly rece d yonr Lordship etc commands of the 11th and 10th 
ulto in consequence of the former I shall make application to the President 
for whatever dustics may bo wanted at this Factory and the supplemental 
Directions relative to tho investment shall be complied with as far as the 
poniiulin of procuring dies will admit 

I am etc , 

[John Graham , ] 


No 96 

To the IlianT Hon ble Lord Clive, etc , etc 

MlDNArORE 
27<7t September 1766 

Jlv Lord and Gentlemen 

I have the honor to transmit yon herewith the accounts of thi« Factory 
for the month of August This being the last month of the Onxa year, the 
necessary adjustment with the zenvodirs, without which the Treasury 
account could not bo closed , is the reason to be assign d for the delay iq 
forwarding those accounts beyond the Time appointed by your Lordship etc 
orders ’ ’ 

1 havo likewise the honor to transmit yon an invoice of nine chests of 
Treasure disj atch d from hence the 20th instant to be laden on tho Com- 
pany’s Mntvvns at Gongacolly This dispatch corupleata the sum of 
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Rupees 600,090 remitted to your Lordship, etc , in the course of tins year, 
cxclUM%0 of tho advances mado for tho investment, and nil the expenses of 
the Inctory, Civil nnd Military. 

I beg lento to represent to jour Lordship «n 1 Conncil tho gr cit want 
of t\ magazine in the fort of Midnapore A considerable quantity of Stores 
is htd up there are at present no letter secured, than by being lodged in nn 
old Tomb, winch I hardly believe to bo | roof against a common rochet, 
and is moreover by oiertoring tho walls of tho Tort exposed to every 
attempt of nn enemy. It y our Lordship, etc r should approve of lmung a 
magazine limit, you may depend on its being executed with tho strictest 
economy Indeed from tfio chenpness of bricks hero it can hardly he said to 
incur a further cxpenco than tbs workmen a labor nnd tho cost of Chunam 

I am, etc , etc , 
f.fOBN GlUIIAST j 

No 97. 

To toe Right Rouble Lord Clive, etc , etc , 

President and Gentlemen of the Selec • Committee at Fort William 

Calcotta 
3rd Odoler XTfiG 

Mr Loud and Gentlemen, 

I have had the honor to reeeivo your letter of tho ISth September, nnd 
with it a copy of tho llon’blo Oomp’y’a Instructions contained in the 4 3rd 
Para of their Gcnl Letter, dated the 24tli December 1765 By fhe«o 
orders 1 find a call is undo upon mo, in consequence of the appointment I 
held at Bard wan about five years ago, to refund the allowances which I 
then rec’d in that Station But, ns X cannot help esteeming my ca«o in 
some circamstnnces different from thit of tho other Gentlemen, which my 
Hon’ble Masters may not perhaps have been acquainted with at the time 
they were pleased to issue lho«o orders, I flatter myself I shall not be 
thought to presume in embracing this opportunity representing it to your 
Lordship, etc 

Prom the tenor of tho Hon’ble Company’s Directions, It would appear 
that they understand tho allowances in question to have been made in the 
fight of gratifications to their “errant', on account of their private expences 
alone But I mn«t beg leave to observe that whatever footing these allow- 
ances might hive been put upon after my time, the plan upon which they 
were originally regulated was very different 

When Mr bumner was deputed by the Board to «ettle the Burdwnn 
Province, after a Beene of great labor and application wherein be had all 
the backwardness of the Raja, the discontent of his troops, and the 
chicanery of his Mntiseddies to combat with and overcome, he (Mr Sumner) 
obtain d for the Company the very advantageous Revenue of 32 50,000 S i 
Bnpees, altbo’ this wa3 only our fir*t year of possession Not sati'fied, 
however himself With this adjustment he was determined to free the Com- 
pany from all attendant Expenses and to realise the aforementioned sum 
to them as a clear Revenue With this view, therefore, he made additional 
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To Mr John Graham. 


No 99 


Calcutta, 

The 14th October 1766 
(Neeeiwd Ulh, 1766) 


Sir, 

Your letter oE the 30tn ultimo, accompanying a general account 
current of the revenues of Midn*i| ore aud Jalla«ore Provinces with a list oE 
the balances of list year, I have 1 ud before the Select Committee, and have 
the pleasure to inform you tlm the “same has been cntirelj approved 

1 am direclod bv the Committee to particularly recommend to you the 
annual circuit oE Midnapore and Jallavore Province** and they aro deter- 
mined the R ame “hall be tdopted by cierv succeeding He ident Soch 
balances ns are irrecoverable must be wrote off, and to j revent tho revenues 
of tbo*e Provinces in general filling short of whit they were climated at 
last yeir, they will desire that you will increase on such lands as ire mo«t 
capable of bearing the same a aunt equal to what it would he nece««iry to 
decrei«e the others The te«hees w future they would bare made in Sicca 
Rupee 1 * You will, therefore, m the adjustment of the pre ent rear, given 
proper attention to the difference between the Allah and Sicca Rupees, that 
the Company by this alteration miy be no snffcrers 

All the Coo“hmscen lands for which sunnuds or ample proof cannot 
be produced are to be immediately reserved to the pubtic Revenue I mn«t, 
therefore, recommend an early and strict examination into the same, that 
the Company may reap the benefit of such as are held by undue authority 

The King, by Li» treaty with n«, Im engaged not to grant any sunnnds 
to the detriment of the revenues lou nre, therefore, not to suffer any* 
regard to be paid to the one for the Gnnoongo’s offieo mentioned in yonr 
letter , and, to remove tho apprehension of tho present Canoongo von will 
pfea«e to ndvi e him that the Committee approve hi» contitining his office 
The < oimrm‘(« ft-tvw xh? tffpnrwd t/co alf&rtnoe of £ iW? rspees <r ywrr 
■which vou recommend for the expcnce of writers emj Joyed tin ter tho 
Canoonpo at Slidnspore and iVrgnnoali cntchemc*, but if iht busine-s can 
bo equally well con luctcd at a less expence they recommend your reducing 
the «nroe ns much ns po* ible 

The Committee will give the most positive orders to the Court of 
Cot cherry here never to interfere in nny disputes where the notts of Mid- 
nn) ore tuny lie concerned nnd will direct the one regarding the U>««ijur*h 
Itajih to be di«tm*«ed that Court 

I am, etc., 

H \ CRtlST 
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No 200. 

To THE III OUT Hon’bLE LORD CUVE, ETC , ETC 


UlDSArOBE : 
1th November 17CG 


Hr Lord avd Gentlemen, 

I hive hid the honour to reccue yonr letter of the 20lh ulto , and the 
Export ‘Warehouse keeper’s remarks which accompinyed it shill be carefally 
attended to The Sannoes of the dispatches which hive fall’ll nnder his 
observation were part o£ the provision of bat year Those of the present 
year now providing will be found, when receiv'd, to be entirely freo of 
conjee 

Agreably to the propo al which met with your approbation, I have 
increas'd this year's order of investment in almost every article A complcat 
list of the wholo that is now providing is here enclos’d for your Lordship, 
ete’s ob'erv ation, and the delivery of the whole at Calcutta, I hope, may bo 
concluded by tho first week m March 

In consequence of yonr permission, I shall proceed in building a maga- 
zine in the Fort, and, as soon os possible, I will forward to yonr Lordship, 
etc , m estimate of the expense it will incur 

The acconnts of this Factory for tho month of October are herewith 
transmitted, as also a Bill of Exchange drawn by me npon tho Fay-General 
lor C Its 6,900 

I am, etc , etc , 

[John Graham ] 


No. 101. 


To Ales Campbell, Esq , 

Secy to the S-lect Committee at Fort IF illtam 

. Midvapore 

7jA November 1766. 


Sib, 

After the intimation which Lord Olive imparted to me, when I bad the 
honour to attend the Select Committee in person, I apprehend the enclosed 
penalty bond obliging myself to abide by tho ultimate determination of tho 
Bon’ble tho Coart of Directors, will be esteem’d and received as a final 
answer, to their order of the 24th of December 1765 , and I am to request 
therefore that yon will take tho trouble of presenting it 

The amount of the allowances paid by the Bard wan Rajah during the 
time of my residency at that Factory appears br the pabhek Cash Accounts 
to be Rupees 27,07b .... ont of which I disburs’d the allowance to the 
Commanding Othcer, and wages to bamans al«o appears by the nnbholr 
Cash Accounts Rs 14,076 
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I dutmned farther the p ay i 0 CnteWrj servants 

To «rp!»fn tin* statement still farther it I* necessary I should 
r«m«fk M 3 on Hut my •ppolntmeot to succor.! Mr fxiraoer wti 
w * d « Council, (lie 7th of September 1761 Mr. Jofmitono 
»ppd (lie iOt!i tif April following, sod rwe’J charge of tlio 
Factory the beginning of May and k> that the space of eight 
*»oo tin w*» tbs time from wbtcb I m*ired Jbo publick 
allowances 

Rcstdun Rupees 7,100 is the snm winch I ba\o now 
Pena It) Iiomi. 


to I heir expcnccs of * 
tho Factor), ns *et 
forth in ms J.ettcr 
of the 3rd" olttmo, 
nnd of winch I can 
furnish the parti- 
culars lE required. 

5.600 Iff, 676 tho 

transmitted yon my 

I nm, ole, 

[John Graham} 


No. 102 

To tug Right Uon’ble Lono Cliyp, etc , etc. 


MiDSAroRE : 
12lA December 177C. 


My Loris and Gentlemen, 

I havQ tlio honor to transmit you herewith the accounts of this Factory 
for the month of November, together with two Bills of Exchange, one drawn 
upon Messrs Lawrell nnd Graham for C. Rs 28,000, nnd ono drawn upon 
tlio Silly. Paymaster for O Rs. 0,500. 

1 nm, etc., 
[Jody Graham ] 


No. 103 

To Mu John Graham, Resident at Jlidnapore. 

Fort "William • 

The 31*/ December 1766 
(Receive# 9th Jan. 1767.) 


Sib, 

On tho 5(h day of October 1765, the Soleet Committee issued orders 
that no Civil or Military servants of the Company, their banyans or 
dependents, etc , should after that date lend money upon lease, mortgage, 
or otherwise to the zemindars and other officers of the Government, without 
the knowledge and consent of Mttbamed Beza Cann and Ministers 

It is with concern we now understand that the order his been disre- 
garded to the great prejudice of the Revenue and injury of the Company. 
We, therefore, direct that you will make strict inquiry who are the trans- 
gressors, and transmit to ns tho names of all such a9 have lent money 
without obtaining the approbation of the Ministers contrary to the injunc- 
tions of tho Select Committee 
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At the same time it is onr positive resolution that henceforth no Bnti«b 
subject in or ont of the Company's Service, or their dependants, shall lend 
money, unlc«s upon respondentia, at a higher rate of intercut than 12 per 
cent. |er annum , and that such sums of money as have been lent at n higher 
interest shall bo recalled on the 11th day of April next, on pain of immediate 
dismission and forfeitnre of the Company’s protection , of which resolution 
wo direct yon will make publication in doe form, takmg the most effectual 
steps to see it obeyed 

Wo are, etc , 

Cli\ k. 

11 Verelvt 
Fras Sykes 


No 101 

To tup Right Hon’ble Lord Clive 

President and Governor and Gentlemen of Council at Fort William 

JIidnafore 
10/A January 1767 

My Lopd and Gentlemen, t 

This ac ompanie«, under escort of a havildar and 12 seapoy«, 17 chests 
of treasure anii 114 bales ot pieco good* dispatched from here this day, to- 
be forwarded from Gongacolly upon the Cotnpy s Mutwa9 

I am, etc 
[John Graham ] 


No 105 


To THE Rigdt Hon ble Lord Cli\ e, etc , etc 


Midnafore 
10/A January 1767 


11 z Lord and Gentlemen, 

I have had the honour to receive yonr Commands of the 18th and 20th 
of December Tbo Hon ble Company s add tional order of investment per 
Mercury will be fully comprehended under the addition which was made 
here, with yonr approbation »n the momh of October last Their other 
orders relative to the lending of moDey at interest and the conduct to be 
ob«erv’d towards the Dutch and French Companys, shall be punctually and 
faithfully complied with With respect to the latter circumstance I am 
happy in having been able hitherto to conduct the Company s affairs here m 
such a manner as to afford no ground of corapla ot to those nations on the 
contrary, I shonld hope they will do me the jasuce to declare that they have 
received all reasonable and necessary a^istance m the business of their 
investment in this Province 

I have this day (1 spaloh d to Googncolly 17 chests of tiecsore and 114 
hales of cloth to he forwarded to yonr Lordship &c Irom thence upon 
the Companys Mntwas The bales are now pacLd ready for Europe, 
agreeably to the late directions of the Export Warehouse Keeper, and the 
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cloths I hope, will in general meet with approbation. I must beg leave to 
remark, however, that this dispatch falls considerably short of what I ex- 
pected on account of my being obliged to return the greatest part of the 

sannoe3 upon tbo Merchants hands into which they had put conjee 

contrary to the mist express and rej eated orders 

Enclo ed your Lordship, Ac will receive the invoices of the treasure 
and piece goods together with the accounts of this Factory for the month of 
December, and a Bill o£ Exchange uiou the Paymaster General for 0 
Rs 6 600 

Agreably to jour permission, « magazine is now hu Idiag la the Fort, 
and enclo ed I transmit and estimate of the expenco which Jl apprehend it 
will incur The particulars thereof shall 1 e carefully made up and forward- 
ed for your inspection, whenever the work is finished 

I am, etc, 
fJoo& Graham ] 


Lncloshi b 

Ftlunate of a Maya ire for tl e Fort of Mulnapore 

Bhick Work — -Inctiding Bricks Chunim, Land, 

i iggree *Ac*, Ac and W orkmen s W ages 3,000 0 0 

Plastering of the wkol- ... .. 1 000 0 0 

Racks Ac , for the Barrels and Ammunition *>00 0 0 

Floor, No i Doors Ac • ♦ TOO 0 0 

A root Rupees 5 200 0 0 

A B — Tlio Dimensions are ns follows — 

Toot Fool. 

Length 24 Height ... 16 

Breadth ... 16 Door Guard Height ... 8 

Thtckness of the side walls C Length 7 

Dj ei d da 3 Breadth • 4 


No 106 

To tub Right Hon blk Lord ( live etc , etc 


SIlDSArORE 
1 llfi January 17b7 


ily Loud and Gentlemes 

I have bad the honour to receivo your commands of the 31st ultimo 
and the regulation which you therein prescribe with re«nect to the lending 
of money henceforward Ins been duly published at this Factory , It shall 
also l e circulated throughout the Province in the most explicit manner, mat 
so persons may hare the f ovver to f lend, or pretend ignorance , and *> tar 
as regards myself I | romuo jour LoriMuj , Ac , that it shall be faithfully 
and scrupulously observ ed 
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I shall immediately set about making the enquiry which you direct 
relative to the Committee’s orders of list Season, altlio’ I have not tho 
smallest reason to snspect tbit the) over were trespassed upon within this 
jurisdiction I did myself inleed lend some money to assist the Zomin- 
dars list jear it the season oE their cultivation, but I did not venture 
upon this transition untitl I had first obtain’d the sanction of yonr 
Committee thro’ the channel of Ur Verelst nor wa" tho rate of interest 
"tipnlated by that gentleman, ever exceeded by me The assistance to the 
Zemindar* t must still think essentially necessary, to help them in carrying 
on the cultivation of their Lands and prevent others being obliged to 
dispose of their proceeding crop , (which at time of the year would sell very 
low and thereby produce deficiencies in their rents) , and it may, therefore, 
not be an improper object of yonr Lordship Ac ’s attention should it not suit 
with pnvato persons to lend them money on the terms you have now pres- 
cribed, to establish some other method of famishing them with a sufficient 
supply for flie salotary purpose which I mention 

The accounts of the Revenues of the Midnapore and Jallesoro Pro- 
vinces as settled for the present year, are now forwardel to Mr Verelst, 
and I shall be happy if they meet with yonr and his aj pr lbation 

I Ifave, etc , 

[John Graham ] 


No 107 

To the Riqht Hon dle LorD Clive, etc etc 

MlDNArORE 
17 lh January 1767 


JlT Loud and Gentlemen 

I have the honor to trnnsmitt to yon herewith two copies of a sett of 
bool 9 containing the Acctt of the adjustment and collection of the Reven- 
ues of this i rovince, from September 1765 to August 1766 inclusive 
One copy for the* uso of the Presidency, the other to bo forwarded to 
Europe • 

As these are the fir«t books which bavo been kept by the Resident here 
1 must beg leave to refer them to the inspection as well of your Lordship, 
Ac , as of my Honblo Employer" tbit I may know whether tho form of 
them meets with your and their approbation 

Another sett of book" have m like manner been opened, to contain, 
distinct from tli« Revenue book" the accounts of tho Factory and of the 
Investment these I d livcred ballnnc’d to the 30th April last to Mr Witts, 
tho Sub Accountant when 1 was in Calcutta on leave of absence, and 1 now 
write that gentleman to lay them also before your Lords! ip £.e 

I further transmit agrcable to yoor former order" a "iatemont of 
this Factory to be forwarded to Europe and is made np to the 15th instant. 

I am, Ac , 

[John Graham 1 
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No. 108 

To Mr George Vansittart. 


Calcctta 


18th January I7G7. 
Sib, 

I have receded jour letter o£ the 12th instant with yonr treasury and 
account for the month of December and from Mr. Peiarce 1 his bill on the 
P M General for Curnt Rs 11,100 


As j on think an extraordinary "advance to the Zemindars of the Par- 
gunnah Onreney* on acconnt of poolbundy 3 a necessary service 1 have no 

objection to yonr indulging them with the snm you 

No 2 advised you of the arrival of . treasure of 26th ultimo and 
the same . ..wrote yon with the escort their return d with . 

No I 

In yonr next Treasury and account I wish jou wonld 
your invoice and bills I am, etc , 

Jas Al.FXAl.DER. 


. letter 


the dates of 


No 109 


To Ensign John Ferodsson 


Sir, 


Midnatorr 
30f7» January 1767. 


T„ tbo weaU-ird of M.dnaporo them is n ver; l.roo tract of comilrj- 
lo , „?1 J th» limns of tbe Province but of "Inch tils Zemin 

comprehended their situation, support themselves in a Lind of 

dars. taking a van „ 0 Q f this independence is judged to be bighlj 

independence c “‘jr=’t°.n of oor doiornnW-nJ >. .Lo tbo ?t l/t 

unsuitable m tbo presen ■«" which n-ed heretofore to subsist 

to obstruct n MMi Bnd t]lB districts to tbo westward of the 

between the Bengali P ftre intc(] to the command of, m dc'tined, 

Hills Hie r „ ’j those Zemindar*, with n view to reduce thorn 

therefore, to frocecd a& at Governniont on payment of a i«ist revenue, to 
to a proper snb J^ ct ‘®“ ant hority of the Rcm lent of Midnapore, and 

enforce their obedience! ^ 0I . c l, an is of the AVcstern districts to open 

to enconrago if Kmmnn.caSS with these provinces 
again eir won Jja%e been duly complied with , and as the partj 

h, s W prawrod under , our own d. reel, on, I m.L on JouU but com- 

p.ctrd ”,l\''”V»«'27 n "!™ tl.> I could tolled brrr, I l,..o form'd . 

Prom the . r ,i. 0 ee>C ril Districts ugainst which the oper- 

; r; r VL,r.i-o. w, lb .br . une n«sislnnce, laid down a 
ations are mtonJe ► J « calculated the providing against them 

route, v. Inch is thou lit t ,, dcllver TO u for jour guidance, to far as 
fimn/pinMP fir m’d bj your intelligence, or cxponenccj njlo 
3 " ” : - t levied for *!>« 


• Bee n,n a at Obituary p T5 
upkeep of bridges *o<l cintankmenu. 


» Arotrii l po!b»nili, 
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spot hut whenever theie shill render it eligible to deviate from them, yon 
arc entirely at your discretion to do so 

Such of tho Zemin Hrs n9 readily and willingly demean themselves to 
■our Government, and givo security for the payment of an equitable revenue 
and their future good condact it is intended shall be continued in their 
possessions . and many of them, I am told, will show a very early disposition 
to comply with the’e terms l propose therefore, to accompany the part} 
my«elf the length of the Thannab of Bolrampore, where I will receire 
submission of those whom may be thus well disposed, and settle with them 
the rents that the} are in futnre to pay. All tho instruction that I can give 
you m the business of adjustment you will have an opportunity by # this 
means of receiving , nnd, after I leave tho party, I will detach with you a 
person who is well versed in the revenue branch, by whose advice and your 
own judgment you will bo guide 1 in all further adjustments that it may bo 
necessary to make In general I beg leave to remark to you that ns it is 
more the intention of onr Government effectually to secure tho Zemindars’ 
submission than to make a temporary advantage of it, I think that end will 
bo best accomplished by getting the payment of an equitable rent, and 
claiming from them one of their nearest relations to reside by way of 
hostage at Mtdnapore , at least for the first twelvemonth 

Such of the Zemindars as thro’ folly or ol stmacy shall persist in 
refusing their submission, and attempt opposition to jour part} you will, 
of course, proceed against ia a hostitle manner, and employing all advan- 
tages that yoar intelligence or other circumstances may afford you , 
endeavour to expell them from their dominions Tins once effected, the next 
step, if practical le, will bo to appoint other persons to their Zemindaries , 
and if ever snch caso should occur, you must immediately advise the 
Resident of Sltdnaporo with whom the choice to such persons is lodged 
But if } oil apprehend the situation of tho districts to be such that another 
] erson^onld not maintain btmself m them will out a force of oar’s cons- 
tantly to support him it will then remain with jon as well to inflict a 
punishment for tho obsunacy and rebellion of the present incumbent®, as to 
render them Mi-tpat lo of creating farther disturbance in time to come the 
former by giving tho personal property and possessions of such Zemindars 
and their lead people up to plunder the latter by destroying ns much ns 
j ossiblo their refugds and strongholds Unless, however, where your daty 
requires tins tenor of conduct von will please be particularly watchful that 
no plunder or ravage is committed by your ipen but that on the contrary 
the strictest lenity and moderation be observed and every encouragement 
given to the country people that you imagine can tend to ingratiate their 
affections towards our Government 

The opposition that yon may meet with I imagine will ba very trifling 
Indeed, the only risk in my opinion is from treachery or surprise snr- 
ronnded as yon will almost constantly be with thick woods lhis renders it 
necessary that yoa should be always upon yonr guard, proceed with the 
greatest caution, and bo particularly attentive m yonr choice of your 
encampment The Zemindars of Dmnda* and Kormgurt will attend you 

° Price spells th s name Dharioda 

f Price notes ‘ More properly spelt Earnagar was tha seat of the Zamindar within 
t he limit of whose estate the Midoapore i actory l»j , 
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with n parcel of their Black. Troop® and these yon rosy employ in scouring 
tbe ®kirts of the road to proveat yoar suffering by any ambush or alarm 

A barar furnished with every nectary is order’d to attend you, and 
exclusive thereof, I have loaded 50 bollock® with provrsnns from the ( om- 
panv’s stores The®e ore meant as a rtsoorce sbonl 1 yoar bazar at any time 
prove deficient or incapable of supplying you Tbev are, therefore, only to 
be used m ca*e of such emergency, when the bazar men must be made 
accountable for what is expended 

The whole service 30a have to perform may occupy, I should suppo®o, 
about the space of t"0 months , but it may bo highly eligible to fix on a 
centrical spot to encamp your party for some time longer m order lo awe 
the Zemindars into a district observance of their engagement® On this and 
every other subject, you are to keep up a clo^e correspondence with me or 
the Resident at Miduapore for the time being whose orders 3 on are in every 
respect to follow And if anything should occur winch 3 ou think worthy 
the attention of the Governor of Calcutta, it will he pro; er on such occasions 
that you address him also 

I have only further to recommend you to keep a journal of your pro- 
ceedings, and possibles to form a chart of the marches 3011 make 

I heartily wish you succes®, and am, 
Sir, etc , etc , 

[John Gjuijah J 


No 110 

To the Gentlemen of Committee of Tjiade at Foist William 

MlDNAFORE 

31 ti January 1767 


Gentlemen, 

The delivery of the remainder of Anundpore Salt being now completed 
to Co'smant, &c , Merchant®, I transmit yon enclos d their gomastah s 
reccits for the simt, together with the following accounts 

Account receii of Salt it Annndporo Golubs to tbe 31st instant — 
General Account Current of the Reeeits and Deliveries of salt 
at Anundpore Golalis 17C6 
Account Charges Merchandise to tlie 31st instant 
CVh Account for tbe BJonth of I anry 1767 
All these I hope will meet with your approbation and for the amount 
of tho Charges March Merchandise, J have drawn a l ill on yon in favor of 
Mr Lnwrell which 1 om to request you will honor with 1 lyment 

I have order d the three peons to bo retain d in j ay to look after tho 
golabs until the receit of tho blew leara Salt, and all tho rest of the 
servants I have for the present discharged 

I im, etc., 

[Jotis GttVHASf] 
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No 111. 

To Jons Graham, E b q 

Calcdtta 
lit Ftbruarj 1767 
(Amtcertd 5th, 17C7 ) 
Sin, 

I !me received your letter of tho 30tli nliimo, enclosing n copy of jour 
order to Ensign Fergu«on which in my opinion nro very | roper in every 
res } cct, exce| t where vou mention the giving up the j er«onnl | ropertj nod 
possession of the rebellions Zeunndirs lo jlumler The soafojs excited 
by a thirst of plunder will be guilty of n tbounnd enormities and it will 
be ont of the power of their officers to restrain them from committing the 
most shocking extremities The Zemindars also mil by this n«ago ho driven 
to despair, and the country will be depopulated by tlio flight of its inhabi- 
tants 

Instead of that paragraph, I mn>t, therefore desire you will insert one 
to the following purport * that he is de«ired to seuo on tho personal property 
of tho Zemindars and send them to Jlidnapore” If yon should think that 
the soldiers ore deserving of a reward, yon may distribute the effects among«t 
them at their return and tho officers m order to encourage them to do their 
duty with chcarfulne««, you may acquaint them with your resolution 

I am etc , 

H Verelst 


No 112 

To Ensign Jons Fergosson 

SIidvapore . 

1»I February 1767 

Sib, 

As I find my appointment to Burdwan and the bnsiness which I have 
to settle hero before my departure will not admit of my absence from 
the Factory for n„epace of time sufficient lo render the service expected 
from my accompanying your party, I am obligpd to set aside that intention, 
and you will therefore proceed without further delay 

To assist you in adjusting with those Zemindars who may be disposed 
to submit to our Government without giving trouble, I have order d two 
persons, Laitickram and Ohudnun Goss to attend you iba latter is an 
intelligent man in the revenue business m general the former is parti- 
cularly acquainted with tho families and possessions of the jungle Zemindars 
ana will, therefore be ablo, I should imagine, to render essential service 

As soon as you arrive at the Tnnna of Bulrampore, yon should issue 
orders «umtnonmg the whole to come in, and j ay their submission, and 
then halt six eight, or ten day«, according as you see a prospect of tho«o 
orders being productive of success After that time, I would not wish 
jon, without verj good reasons occur, to protract your stay at Bulrampore 
but to i roceed without further delay to the reduction of each Zemindar 
separately who refuses compliance « 
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. I shall expect to^ hear from yon frequently . and shall nl ways bo ready 
to give yon every assistance in my power as to the business of adjustment. 

lam, etc., 

(Sd.) John Graham. 


No. 113. 

To Mr. Jons Graham, Resident at Midnapore. 

(Gene. Letter.) 

Fort William : 

The 2nd February 1 767. 
{Reed. VlJi February J 767.) 


Sift, 

We have received your letter dated the I7th and of last month. It is 
certainly necessary that snch advances be made to the farmers as may enable 
them to go on with the cultivation of the lands, bot the rate of such advances 
must never exceed 12 per cent., agreeably Lo the positive orders lately 
received from the Company, and unless other means are found of “upplying 
them at that rate the money must bo advanced out of the Com pan) 's cash. 

We hive appointed you to the Residency of Bardina, whither you 
must repair ns soon as Mr Yan«ittart can relieve you at Midnaporo, 
and as the revenues of these provinces fall under the Department of 
ilr Rnssel), the Collector General, you are constantly to correspond with 
him on that subject, and to obey snch orders as he may transmit, in the same 
manner as under the late snpemsor. 

The batta of Biccae3 will foil of tbe 11th of April next, being the close 
of tbe Bengal )ear, when the 8 suns will be issued for tbo sicca of the year, 
the 7 suns reduced to 13 per cent , and the 6 suns reduced to « uaavts , of 
which you will cause pubhch notice to be given as usual 

Lord Clive, being under the necessity of retnrningto England on account 
of bis health. Ins broken bi« passage ou the Brtllanta. He left town on the 
26th of last month, and is succeeded by Harry Verelsf, Esquire, in tho 
Government of this i’residenc) . 

We are. 

Sir, 

Your Loving Friends, 

H. Verelst. 

Richard Smith. 1 
Fras S7KF9. 

Claud Russell. 

W. Aldejiskv. 

Tnos. Kelsall. 

Alb x. Uaumeu.. 


> tif acral Richard Smith. 
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No 114 

To Ensics Jobh Feecdssov 


MlDSArORE 


Sip, 


3 rd February 17C7. 


As the Governor* to whom I *ent a copy of my orders to yon on lha 
30th ultimo thinks that tho admitting of plunder, even m tho ju«tifiiblo 
case therein mentioned, may bo productive of disorders among your peof le 
and detriment to the service in view, 1 am now to desire tint you mil 
supersede that clause of my instruction*, and instea I of plundering tho 
pcr«onal property and jossesuons of the rebellious Zemindars that yon 
will order everything on such occasions to be «eized ami sent into Jlidnapore 
If you on your return, shall report the sepoys to bo deserving of a rownrd, 
all those effects shall be distributed amongst them , and, m order to 
encourage them to do their duly with cbcerfulnes*, you may acquaint 
them with this my resolution 

I am, Sir, etc , etc , 

J Grauam 


No 115 

[To dons Graham ] 

Derbwaii 
3 rd February 1767. 

Dear Sir, 

I have the pleasnro . . acquaint you that we armed 

day at eleven o’clock all wel la-»t night I sent y oar lettr . 

and my own to ye Jargons; Zemindar and the two brothers near the Tanna 
of Bulramf ore I have had no direct answer as yet from the Jargong 
fellow However, the Naib and Basie hear he intends to appear to-morrow 
and make bis submission, on which account I by their advice have resolved 
to will here until 12 oclcck to morrow ns they advi«e, bat if he don’t 
appear, then 1 shall proceed agamst him according to tho tenor of my 
instructions 

The Colienpoxi Zemindar has made his appearance here and I am 
told by them that there s no settlement necessary with him as he attends 
at Midnapore 

Tins evening the Naib also informs me that tho hnrc.aro and peons 
sent to Sundanara, Zemindar of Phulkupamaf report that . wants 

only to give 300 rnpees, but that ram (awn’s people say that 

they pay . . sircary 500 and in«ist on the same sum .. .. him 

and we should be glad of yonr orders on that head as the barcaro and 
peons will remain here until your instructions are sent us 

This evening also I had a solem [salaam ?] from Gonpenet Moratta and 
two of his sons, one of which has been with me this two days, and 1 13 
other 3rd son comes to-morrow I returned them all pane I received 

“Tie Governor here mentioned is Harry Verelet liord Cl ve loft Bengal on January 
26tb, 1767 y 

f Phulkuama (Puce ) 
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all things mentioned liefora otir setting out Inst night and I cat a very 
depaty-lil o figure in tho evenings Bread I nl«o had last night With 
most grateful heart and sincere regard 1 am of you and family 

A most earnest well-wisher, 

Joo\ TerovssO^ 


A Return of the Irregulars 
Gttpinram Caxio s foot 
Carticl ram’s Dorinda Zemindar 
Goupinet s Son — Nnnom 
Jugcrut Gogtndr . 

Tho remainder of Bu’tie’a people arrive to morrow 
Jonv Fkrgussos 
Beha Iro Dep — 
of the Province 
Commander . 
of Jungle Be 


250 firs 
50 , 
300 „ 
50 „ 


No 116 

To Mb Jons Graham at Mtdnapore 


TorT William 
February lOt/i 1767. 


We have received your letter of the 31st ultimo, with the several 
accounts enclosed and the bill you have drawn on us in favor of Mr Lawrel 
shall be dnly honored 

Wo are Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


Claud# Russell 
CHARLES FlOTKII 


To Ensign John Febgusson 


Mzdnaporb 
4f/i February 1167 


I was favoured this evening with yonr two letters of tho 3rd its I 
am willing to conjecture that the appearance of the Jargonc Zemindars w 
only prevented by tho intervention of the Gentoo holidaj, 1 approve entirely 
of the halt yon intend to make to Eivo him time to come in Bnt if after 
that instance of forbearance lie should ho found to Imo trifled with you, I 
think he will be lt{tle deserving of farther lenity 
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It is trno that ibo Calhanporo Zemindar acknowledges In? dependents 
on Midnapore, and pays a trifling tribute at tbo cutcberry annually, bat as 
that smn, of abont Its. 30, can be by no means adequate to tho produce of 
the pergnnna, ihe present opportunity should not be let slip of settling with 
•a proper equivalent As ho marches along with you, you can do this at 
Bulramporo , and 1 have also desired Chundnum Qhoso to attend thereto 
The demand on tho Tulkasma Zemindar is for tho amount of a robbery 
nt Anandporo which u proved to ba\o been committed by his people It is 
independent of your present service, but so good an opportunity should not 
ho lost of effecting the recovery for Sitaram Cawn, who has nlrenly mado 
the damage good to tho sufferers, and has had many considerable sums to 
pay for losses of this kind m the course of this last year. 

I am, etc , etc , 

[Jon\ Gpaham ] 


No 118 

To Jon*! Graham 

Jaro\<j Tort 
5</i February 1767 
Elexen o'clock forenoon 

Dear Sir, 

After having resolved to remain some part of the day, as I wrote at 
Darhwab, as I had reason to expect the Zemindar of Jargong would attend 
too there, taking the precaution however to order tho bjJciars to mend the 
road, our peons arrived about 3 o’clock, and as our replies from the Zemin- 
dar seemed calculated only to gam time, I [was] heartily vexed that I had 
halted at all marched off immediately, and reached three coss where wo 
lay on our arms for 6 hours, as the roads would not admit of proceeding 
further in the night This halt was at a village called Bangora in tho 
Jargong Province, and as wo came on them unexpectedly, we seized some 
bullocks, a large quantity of gram and mnstard Notwithstanding our 
picks, we were alarmed several times by abont 300 of them, whose aim 
seemed to be carrying off the gram, etc , but none of the sepoys suffered in 
the least, and only two of Goopinet a people .with in the breast, 
and another in the arm What effects we seized m this place were left in 
charge of a jemedar [?] of the SToseodaer’s with a guard of pikes over it. 
As soon as I conld with any safety for my gnns proceed, 1 inarched off and 
altho’ the distance was but three cose, yet we did not arrive here until past 
nine hearing on the road that the Zeminda* had gone off in the night and 
left only a gnard of abont 2i)0 men, and al«o that he was removing hi« effects 
as fast as he conld I order’d a jemedar and 20 sepoys to advance attended 
by 100 irregulars and to invest the Fort, and end-avonr to prevent the 
people as well as the effects from escaping but by no moans to attack if 
they remained quiet within nntil the whole came up On the appearance 
of that small party of sepoys at the principal gate, the remainder of the 
enemy made the best of their way into the jungle by another gate I have 
reason to believe that they are all very near us, if 1 can trust my intelli- 
gence What effects there may be here and the description of the Fort I 
leave till to-morrow, ns I esteem it necessary to wait your orders here 
seeing a small part ot sepoys left behind would not suffice, and seeing this 
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fellow’s force is still entire, also to tako an envoico of the effects that remain 
in it 

Hence also I Lave sent perwanas m form to Malgntch Chilmoncy Ranee 
of Jot ona to attend me here, ho being only a coss distant 

Tbo order of seizing the rebellions Zemindars' effects and sending them 
to Midnaporo gives mo uneasmo'S, and I require particular advice in” it, as 
1 have got not any spare bullocks or coolies nor can I well spare any 
detachment to guard it always when any may be reduced I should be glad 
to know how far my power extends m selling gram and other necessaries to 
the Bysar [Bazar] and accounting for the raonoy. 

I have, from the tenor of my general instructions, privately counte- 
nanced Chunderam Go«s to negociate with the Runaway — on his giving 
good security for a just revenue and obedience to our Government With 
best wishes and respects to Mrs Graham and children and compliments to 
[the] gentlemen I am with the best regard, 

Dear Sir, 

Yoar earnest well wisher 

and ham bio ■servant, 

Jorrv Fergussox. 


No. 119 

To Ensign John Fbrqossov 


MlDNArORE 


Clh February 1766 

Sib, 

A few hours ago I was favoured with your letter of yesterday, and I 
beg leave to congratulate you on your success against the Tort of the 
Jargong Zemindar lbc wboJe tenor of your progress thither meets mth 
ray entire approbation, altho’ I confess 1 should have wished that your 
success bad been the result of a more decisive stroke , For the Zemindar, 
having been able to effect his escape without suffering any defeat will T am 
afraid, servo to embarrass our operations Jt will be impossible from so 
small a party as your 8 to leave a garrison in every fort that you may be 
obliged to redace and to leave them without oue would just be undoing 
what it may havo cost yon trouble to do , for there is no bind of doubt that 
the runaways would immediately return to possession My sentiment®, then, 
on the present case, in addition to tbo general plan of your instructions, take 
as follows — 

The obstinacy or folly of this man has obliged you to proceed bostiJely 
against him, anil to mal e him the first example of tho superiority of our 
arms let ua also, if possible, make him the first example of our lenity and 
moderation, with a view of enjoining others to cheerful submission and 
allegiance to our Government For this purpose I would re< ommend yon 
to write him a letter yourself, setting before him the folly and absurdity of 
his conduct, and the ill consequences which they have been productive of to 
himself and to his affairs , bat to convince him however that your original 
intentions were only to enforo bis submission and obedience to Ins proper 
Government, you still invito him to rotarn m full security of promotion, 
provided be his disposed to execute reasonable terms Tor the rents of his 
country and his fu'uro good conduct , that to consider of, and embrace this 
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overture you will allow him n limited time (suppose 24 hours), after which 
space, lE he still stands out, that measures will unquestionably bo taken for 
his total expulsion from Ins zemmdary and no subsequent advances on his 
part will be received or assented to 

Unless the man is a great fool indeed, I think he will not let this last 
resource escape him , but, if he should, you must then proceed to establish 
another person m his zemmdary The moat proper can lidates I can suggest 
are the four that are with you — Sitenm Cawn (by his proxy Govindram), 
Cartickram, Gopinaut, and Rogunaut Guzindar , and I leave it to you to fix 
the choice on the one who you judge will be best capable of supporting 
himself in { osae'sion, and offer the best term for the Company 

One of taese methods I think most unquestionably take place, and I will 
therefore at present avoid saying anything on the last disagreeable necessity^ 
cE demolishing his Fort and laying waste ins villages 

As to the effects which you have seized, if the Zemindar returns, I 
should wish them restored to him, and you may engage him to make in lien 
some consideration to the captors , but if the zemmdary is given to another, 
that person can havo no such claim and you will in such c»«e depose of 
wbat you please to your bazar, and if possible find means to transport the 
rest to Bahadarpore, from whence I will bring it in here In future cases, 
where this from the distance cannot be done, you must make a regular sale 
4 n your own camp in tho manner you propose 

After finishing affairs at this Jargong, I would recommend to you to 
proceed immediately to Bnlrampur to tako advantage of this example for 
bringing the rest of the Zemindars in and that, iE possiblo, without acting 
farther often si ve 

I am, etc , etc , 

[JODN GRAHAM J 

No 120 

To J Graham 

Jargovq Fort 
1th February 17b7. 

Dear Sir 

After having yrote you a long letter of yesterday 1 was favoured with 
your 9, from tho tenor of which you U see that tho you are good enough not 
to disapprove of my halting at Derhw ih that it has been of material detri- 
ment to myself and party, if not to tho intended views of the Company as 
by that delay the Zemindar had time for carrying off all his live stock, and 
if he has not carried off his treasure, he has hid it so that it has evaded that 
of yesterday’s search 

On tho receipt of your s hinting that if he did not appear, seeing I 
halted on his account, that no favour «hould be shown him 1 order’d a party 
to be made to be tn readiness to march immediately with which I intended 
to take possessions of Radnngar his largest place . as here I would 
however, consult my Council who approved oE the measure but were for 
delaying an 1 for sending negociators beforehand, but on my absolutely 
rejecting delay on account of my present disappointment, and ordering the 
party to march with t articknm for their guide and some of his j eople. 
they, to my no small surprise, told mo that the Surdjr of the village of 
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Radnagar was ready to wait on me, and male his obedience for self and 
people to mo ns acting for the Deputy of the Phonsdar of Midnapo-e and 
immediate Zemindar of the Pergma, and to pay any reasonable taxes to the 
Company that may be required, and also to acknowledge any Zemindar that 
we may appoint by advice of ( bundntn Gose and Nidrirain Bro both 
of whom I think very mteltgent 

I admitted of their j lea in general, and delayed farther particulars, 
ordering him however to attend me with 40 of his people like a true and 
faithful subject bolam [Salaam} received and bare given 

1 tlunl it advisable to improve on this point and to make all the villages 
follow the example of Radnagir ° 

I avoid giving any account of prize or ®ei9ure effect®, as I imagine it 
will be very trifling euclo«o Kjd a letter which will best yonr 

kind concern about Mrs I am determined to have patience until I 

have published information but before I either assume or despond on the 
head, tho * X think Kyd s letter over balances JfaxwelJ s Ion r opening of 
my letter or any of mine would require no apology for from you It would 
be a piece of freedom that would give mo j leasure, knowing that it would 
he to satisfy yonr kindly curiosity in somethin^ reporting rnj advantage. 

IE tli s displeases you scratch it out, for I was dreaming when I wrote, 
considering so late a caveat 

With Lest wishes and respects to Mr® Graham nnd children and com- 
pliments to gentlemen, with real regard, I am 

Dear Sir 

lour earnest well wisher 
and humble «ervaof 
Jobs FbbCiOS»0\ 

PS — Ua vi ng delayed to send off yoar letter in hopes of some moro 
intelligence I have the pleasure to acquaint you that I h ive had a vi tt this 
evening from the vakeils of the two brothers in the lanDa to make their 
submission in the name of tbeir master who are lo attend at Pwtapore and 
settle any revenue that I can desire and they have in their power to pay 

The Naib al«o with his brother and vabcil are arnveJ 1 Lave only 

received his visit and given pane to night. He is tojittend ns with fifty 
people, and assist m reducing any of his brethren who refuse to obey tho 
•order sent them 

This scheme £f tbeir going with us, »Mh> I give J»So it as being 
strongly recommended by my Mounuties when we keep Coart Is not entirely 
to my military notions We bavo had spies and bnrearos out after this 
Zemindar since we arrived, bat have ns yet got no intelligence tho in a fair 
way of coaxing Ins subjects from him who seem ambitions to servo tbeir 
»Jitors 

Tho only nows we can procure of him that lie is in the thick of the 
vunf'lo about 6 or 7 coss oft I have this moment received yom s, the 
contents of winch I’ll pay the strictest regard to, and judge it proper to send. 
off your hsrearo whom I detain’d with tho contents above 

John Tkiiocssov. 

7th February, Saturday, 10 o clock. 
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"To Lieut Fergussov 


Sir, 


Midsatorb 
9th February 17G7. 

I have received yonr favours of tbe 7th and 8th instant, but tlio contents 
of the first being superseded by the second, I shall tah§ tbo liberty to pass 
them over in silence, and begin with assuring yon that I am glad to find 
the method, which I recommended has had the desired effect on the Jargong 
Zemindar and that he at length offers a compromise The sum which you 
mention I am perfectly satisfied with, bnt I do not approve of li» seemingly 
offering it m the light of a purchase for his independence afresh You 
must immediately convince his vakeel that this cannot he tbo case that 
the sum to be paid to the Company must become an established annual 
revenue, that it must bo paid monthly at the Cutchcrry of Midnapore, and 
that a teshbeo paper mast bo executed accordingly. Ibis regular settlement 
I say, you must conclude with his vakeel when you arrive at Rnlrampore 
In the meantime, I approve entirely of your having accepted security, and 
restored his Tort to him as it Vvill serve to strengthen and confirm the 
confidence of our moderation and good intentions, which appear to bo now 
opening amongst them 

Your sepoys having behaved with much good order in tho midst of 
plunder (tbe greatest temptation that be thrown in a soldier’s way) certainly 
renders them deserving of a just reward more especially as had the Zemin- 
dar’s effects been destroyed it must have incapacitated him to afford such 
good terms for the Company You will therefore pledge him to settle a 
consideration, and tet it be what you think reasonable without the risk u£ 
making them too rich The residue you will adjust in a public account and 
transmit to me The same method yon will also observe in future, without 
taking the troable of making farther reference Only yon will please to 
remark that unless when your party acts offensively the sepoys can have no 
cliim to be considered In my letter to Chnndnnn Gose, I havo sent you 
the Cutcherry opinion as to the settlement of the Jargong rents to which I 
refer 

Your intention with respect to the Jamhuna man is very proper. At 
the Tanna of Bulrwnpore, you will endeavour to settle with os many as 
you possibly can — as well as those mentioned in my papers, as these which 
you may discoier from your intelligence on the spot 

T am, etc , etc , 

Jon*r Graham 


No 122 


To the Hon ple Harry Verelst, Esq , 

President and Governor and Council at Fort Wtlltam. 


JIlDVArORE 
9th February 1767, 


Hon’bm Sir L Sirs 

I have been favor’d with yonr letter of the 2nd instant. I beg leave to 
congratulate Mr. Yerelst on his accession to tbe Government, and to offor 
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mj warnifH «is!ic» Tor the succesi nnd pro-penly of the Hon’bl# Company's 
nUuirs under lit atimtm<lrnUon 1 J 

I aliall ngriealily to vonr order* hold myself in readings lo proceed to 
lliml nan, whenever Mr Vansittirt arrives to like tho cliargo here , and 
* " m '' n ™» “Ww* J on f directions for corrcponding with Mr Ilusscl), ns 
Collector General, relative to tho business of the revenues 
* Due jirocl imaUon f-liall bo unde regarding ihe now siccn* nnd tho fall 
ol bntlA on the ru|«.es of former years the simo slnlt al«o bo punctually 
nttended to on tlio recoil of the revenues 

I have the honor to transmit you enefoto 1 tho accounts of this Factor ) 
for tho month of January, together with n bill of eicnango upon the Pay- 
master General for < Us 10,100 


I am etc , 
[Jonv Graham ] 


To Jons Graham 


No 123. 


Camp in Bclrampork Tavna : 
lll/i February 1767. 


Dr. An S in, 

I received y our letter yesterday afternoon, nnd altho’ I arrived hero 
yesterday, ns vet there was so Jililo worthy of your oir that 1 delayed 
writing till this evening — which will ho despatched in tho morning 

Thcso people nil plead poverty and make sncli dolay that tbero is some 
difficulty to keep patience with thorn, yet I am the most stately man 
in the world, and do keep mino hitherto more thin I thought myself capable 
of Wo have in attendance at present tho Jnmhumo who has at last got 
over tho hundred rupees bo stuck so long at We havo not absolutely 
soiled, hat I believe that ho cannot afford to give a cowrie above 700 alah 
Sicca ropees Thai moro may be got at f resent is certain, bat as yonr 
intention is for a setled as revenue, and in circumstances ns far as I know, 
ho can afford no more There are also the two Tonna Zemindars and the 
Jnthume, who looks something like a gentleman All his rayafs, instead of 
running awny tike tfie o mors cams m a iWy, pvnVAvmiig- iu sire Ahnr 
master ns they called me, which 1 indnlged them in by going on t of the 
limits on tho encampment where they were I was sainted with n general 
solcm fsalaam] and nnsa* irom tho others, lo all ot whom in this 1 anna, 
we have despatched perwam There is no time for answer jf any should 
arrive before sealing of this letter I shall mention the Zemindar of Sanka 
Coolia has been talked to on the subject He -ays he d do what he can 
aud if that don’t please u» ho 11 give up his piirgaua to any other who mil 
take it on our terms I really think from what I saw of the country that 
he cannot be in the same flourishing sitnation which his forefathers were 
' _ e Nuzzer— » ceremonial present 
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in, if I m»y judge from the Tawor Mail’d 1 Tuxeram jamau. Hu bro'ber 
desires more time to think, being on the spot 

I nm. Dear Sir, 

Vonr mo«t earnest well wisher an 1 
ino t hnrnhlo servant. 

Join rerGL'-'u'.. 


No 121 

To Joitv Gmiiau. 

Twna or ULLPAuronE 
14th J'tlrua ry 17C7. 

DewiStr, 

I did mysi If the phnsnre of addressing yon tho 1 1 tli, which 1 rrako 
no donbt of your fm mg received I am now to conunumcato to you the 
transactions of j e«terd i\, and to-day in the first plice, then, on tlm head 
of intelligence, nltho’ oar liarcaros nro not armed from tho 5 Zemindin 
of tins Tanna, who hive not appeared yst, «c hear tliat the Snt Uur and 
Amyenagur* ZeiTindars mean to make their oppeanneo tho other three 
wo coni l not expect to heir of ns yet on account of the distance W« 
learn also that Uamadcr Sing, who it teems has taken possession of somu 
villages near Arne) nagur, has rnn awn), on hearing of our having nrmed 
at iTolramtore hrom tho oilier quarter wo nro told tho Zemindar of 
Gfttseelea 3 has posted troops in all the avenues and inlets to his purgani, 
and is determined not lo admit n I’hryngo [KiringO 4 in Ins rountr) on 
m) account tin* has induced mo to delay sending Ins perwannt, until 1 
arrive at tlm Tanna of .Inn pore that anj contemj t lie nnv presumo to offer 
to tho Hon’hlo Company in tho fersonof their messenger irny I o immedi- 
ately followed by chastisement, for I won t allow my«elt to suppose that ho 
can defend him«elf against us If of Dus intention jou should dmpj rove,' 
there will Lo suflictent tunc to apprize mo of it, as we have to settle with the 
fivo Rajas nbovementioned before wo move to that quarter 

As to tho setling braucb I am afraid that this year, if it is intended 
effectually to render this country an useful part of tho Province, tho 
expense may at feast eqnal tho revenue it will yield lor, to do them 
justice tli »ir country at present nears ajoor ni pearnnee, and from mutual 
robberies committed on ouo another and Irotn tlio oj pression of tho former 
Collector, Todd Hull, many are really m no condition to pay a consider- 
able revenue, and those that are have wherewithal to prevent the intelli- 
gence coming to our ears so as to enablo mo to make a proper adjustment 
I am, therefore, duly convinced from experience that your opmon, as 
expressed in my general instruction*, though attended with some expense, 
will be the only method of reducing this country to the yielding of on 
adequate and orderly revenue, that is being stationed with some force in a 

» Todel M»ll ~~ 

* Sapor «nd Anibiksosgar m Einkar* 

* The 1 aja of Dbalbbam, ioo 0 81»l ! ey Singllhum, etc Bengal District Gszetters 
P 27 

* Fincgl— a European 
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centrical place, whereby awing the whole, ever) individual would enjoy 
ins Own and whereby farther ocqnainhnce with tho people and countn a 
just notion could be formed in rrhat estimation it may bo held This also 
would give a sure beginning to the other intended purpose of re opening 
the trade with such security as must of conrso mil e it flourish Nor' do I 
find on inquiry that the country is barren of a fund for commerce, tor I 
understand the) hivo nuundance of iron, wax, oil, darauicr, buffaloes, besides 
the capital article of timber , now could wo but convince the people that 
iT * ra * ,n £ 10 Ibese articles, and by tilling their lands they will benefit 
themselves more, and lead a happier life than by addicting themselves to 
theft and robbery as the) now do, theu would our point be gamed in its 
utmost latitude 

Bow are we to do this then but by forcibly preventing their continuance 
in their present cour«es, and setting them the example in whnt we wish 
them to learn 9 Excu^ this presumption, for by it I have not the least 
■conception of having pointed out anything new I only have the vanity 
to think that I have dived in «oine measure into your sentiments on this 
head 

llus morning about eleven began a prett) heavy ram which lasted till 
about eleven However it has not hurt the stores — only a fetr of the ball'd 
cartridges of those on goard are rendered useless 

\\ ltb best wishes and re«pects to Mrs Graham and children, and 
compliments to all the gentlemen With real esteem and regard 

I am Dear Sir, 

Your earne«t well-wi«ber and 

most humble servant, 

John renaossov 

To be despalcl ed early to-morrow 


UlLrAUPORC lAVf.A 
lZth February 1767 

Sin, > 

I have the pleasure to transmit to you an account of the Annual 
junWiiw rf'A'.'iW Asvr ib&Srl\pssxr\g Taryanas 

Paul formerly ■ 411ab S,cc “ ""I*" 

t The Uatngur Pargana 6 1 6 0 0 

A S I!’ 126 6 0 . fpjjg Sankacoolia Pargana b79 11 6 

84 15 10 The Jambaruie Pargana GIG 0 0 

" * 033 11 15 » The Jatbuma Pargana 703 0 0 


i Bnlrampore Tanna 
J Jaunpore do 
llhe Jargong Purgana 

Sam Total Allah Sicca » 
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The particulars fire drawn oat and transmitted in Bcngala by Chnnd 
Do«. 


I am. Sir, 


Your most obedient servant, 

Jonv Fergu«sov. 


No m. 

To Lie err Fepgcjssov 

Midnafore 
ICf/i February 1767 
Sir, 

I am now to acknowledge receip* of two letters from yon, dated tbo 
11th and two the 14th, and to express to yon my entire approbation of the 
adjustment®, which yon have made with the Zemindars who have come in 
If a continuance of the same success sboold attend yoar operations and 
negociations, the whole oE the expedition must terminate greatly both to 
yonr credit and mine. 1 approve al«o of the manner in which you propose 
proceeding against the Gat"eeH Zemindar, and if in the coarse of your 
progress can lay hands upon Dnmoder Sing, you will do a piece of "ervice 
which must acquire you additional credit after the many fruitless attempts 
which have beeu made to "eize him You will remark, however that I 
express “in the course of your progress, ’ because I would not wish yon to 
deviate from the object of yoor instructions for a business of tclat only. 

Yonr sentiments regarding the conduct proper to be observed towards 
onr new subjects arc exceedingly jnst and rational they concur entirely 
with my own and, depend upon it 1 shall endeavour to inculcate their 
propriety to Mr Vansittart who I dare say will support yon in every 
propo»al which carries the smalle't prospect of reducing these new districts 
to order and resulting benefits both to them and the Company 

I am etc , etc , 

John Graham 


No 127 

To J. Grad am * 

Bulramporb Tanva 
16 tk February 1767 

Dear Sir; 

I did myself the pleasure of addre«sing yon on the 11th, 14th, and 
on the 18th by a pane 1 who brings you some wild beasts 

As the five Zemindars to the westward of the Tanna seem to have 
rather taken sufficient time to consult whether they would come in or not, 
I yesterday despatched a harcaro to know what my pones were doing He 
brought me the intelligence that two companies of sepoys from Bmapore 
have suddenly appeared with a view to catch Dnmoder ‘Singh, that the 
latter escaped into the thick jungle with his people and the Ameynagur 
Zemindar, in whose country the Raja was, hi3 retired into the most jungly 


1 Peon 
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part of bis Pargum, that oar pane was a!! alone m possesion of the bysar, 
that he however had procured speech of some'of his (the Zemindar’s) 
people, who understanding that their intensions were not hostile, had 
engaged either to bring him in presence of the Zemindar or deliver Ins 
message, and tint his v&hiel, as woll as tho Suphur one will arrive to- 
morrow Of the other three we have not the smallest intelligence, and it 
is my opinion that, m order effectually to setle the revenue of these 
zemindars (which are by the best account I can here procure both nob 
aud extensive comparatively to whit we have seen), even if they should 
agree to atteod here and settle, that we ought to advance into a centrical 
place in tho midst of tbeir’s in order to mike them immediately acquiesce 
in reasonable terms If you agreo lo this I’ll expect your orders here, 
whence I shall proceed immediately after but if you think any other method 
more advisable yon need onl^ mention it I have had here a visit from 
the Zemindars of Kaipore, Fulkismn, ana a brother of the latter, who are 
in possession of a principal part of or near this Tnnna, but tall themselves 
Bengali wahs As such I have not of my«el£ interfered with them, they 
not being mentioned in my instructions, further than declaring yoor orders 
regarding the robbery to the Tnlkisma Zemindar, but by what intelligence 
I can procure the te«ill they pay is trifling whereas, they could afford a 
pretty considerable ODe, besides from the situation of their purgunas they 
ought to pay their revenue in the Tanna, otherwise it will not be regular 
but zig-zng Now if you will think it advisable to grant me instructions 
to that purpose, 1 am told that tbe^e three coni I yield annually to the 
Company no less than 3,000 allah Mcca rnjees. This I think it would be 
incumbent on me to wntei tho’ thoie may be no propriety in it as I am not 
certain the«e circumstances are already known 

We still hear from the other guarter of the preparation of the Gntsccla 
Zemindar such as the breaking of the road barricading all narrow {as«es 
bj felling of trees, etc Notwithstanding of all which, 1 imagine he’ll, like 
the rest, submit without striking a blow if not the worse for bun 

I hope yon 11 be so good as to order the Cutwall to send ns three Or 
four washermen We, that is the sepoys ana camp alherents being much 
distressed for want Wo also want a reinforcement of 10 quire Bengala 
papers for the Cugene Ghirz for my moqsuliers bold court twice n day 

With best wishes and respects to Mrs Graham and children and com- 
pliments to all the gentlemen With real esteem and regard 
_T aai-Jlear 

Your earnest we11-wi«her, 
and most obedient servant 


To be despatched at day! real 


John Ferckjsson 


p S This day arrived a vakiel from Jargong confirming the deitb of 

the old Zemindar Be brought a letter from the old man’s son (w bo, bo 
says is al out 12) which was also signed by the brother, offering to rainy 
nil his father’s engagements with us and any others in lus power, and 
dennng leavo to visit me at Jaunpore when bo arrived there— which l 
granted 
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I cannot omit mentioning here the libera! supply of bread, which 
arrives daily, and a!*o that this day I dined on one of the bc«t bacon hams 
ever I tasted 

We have ha 1 two hoars* heavy rain this morning with high wind, all 
last night it thunder'd no damaged done to the stores however. I have got 
with me two of yonr barcaros still over and above mj own four, yonr two 
are worth 50 of my fellows, whom if I bad not paid adrnneo I should 
certainly have ma InbtlJars as they know nothing at nil However, they 
a««ist to fill up a vacancy in oar stately | roce^ions. 


No 128 

To Lieut. FEnots-ov. 

MlDSarORE 
18f/i February 17fi7 
Sib, 

I have received yonr favour of the ICth instant A* the purgannahs 
of the five Zemin lars dependent on the Tanmh Bulnmpore who are still 
to settle with lyt at such n distance as to render it doubtful whether they 
will como into you at your present station, I approve entirely of your 
proposal for marching to a situation nearer them, in order to bring thorn to 
a «pee ly settlement They may otherwise relax from tho good disposition 
they nt i resent profess to be in, and occasion ns fresh trouble to bring them 
to a | roper way of thinking 

Til Zemin lars of Itoyporc and Foolksmo have taken advantage of 
their situation to avoid making their submission, and paying an equitable 
rent to the Ilurdwan Province on which they are ilcj endent As that 
Province belongs also to the < ompany, we shoul 1 certainly employ the 
opportunity which now offers of bringing them to a settlement Your so 
doing, therefore, I by all means recommend to you upon tbe samo plan 
you have been directed to observe towards others , and we shall leavo it 
to bo determined hereafter whether tho collections may continue to bo made 
under tbe Tannah Bnlrnmporc 

If the troops from Bissenpore continue tlioir wild and fruitless pursuit 
after Dumodar Sing, tbop will, lam afraid, servo to disinrb the opnera- 
tions and more peaceful intontions of your party Of this you will boa 
better judge when you advance nearer the Amoynagnr, etc , districts, and 
if then you really find that they prejudice the service yon arc upon I will 
submit it to the Governor’s determination whether they may not bo recalled 

When yon have finished with tho five Zemindars nbovementioned, you 
will, of course, fersne your road to tbo Tannah of Jannpore, and from thenco 
proceed as expeditiously as possible against the zemindar of Gatseela 
preparations for war only serve to demonstrate his folly, although as X 
behove it is a good rule in generalship not to despise the enemy we have 
to oppose, they may render a greater degree of caution and drcnmspection 
necessary on your part 

The death of the Jargong Zemin iar is something extraordinary How- 
ever, I approve entirely that bis son be confirmed in bts country, as it will 
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strengthen stilt farther their confidence in the good intentions of oar 
Government If a first payment of money from alt those who have been 
settled With could be seat in, it woald carry an appearance favoufablc to 
oor plan. 

I am etc , 

John Graham 


No 12<> 

To J Graham 

BCLRAMPORR Tanna 
10<A February 1767 

Dear Sir, 

1 have received both yonr favors, dated the 16th and lath last and it 
gives me real satisfaction that von approve of oar hitherto adjustments, 
also that my sentiments regarding the conduct to "be observed towards 
these people concur with your’a 

Since writing my last, have arrived vakiels from two Zemindars ri , 
of fsupbar and Mbm Roioom The former told os that oar messengers 
had gone to the Ameynagore Zemindar, and that his vakiel would certainly 
come but as yet he is not arrived of the other two we have heard 
nothing nor of onr peons, etc , sent to that quarter In consequence of 
your approbation expressed in your last I propose marching hence to- 
morrow in order effectually to settle these five zemindanes if possible id the 
negociation way, and, if that won’t do, by force as the last resource 

I shall immediately mako the requisite inquiry towards the real un- 
doubted knowledge what revenue the Raipore and Fulkisma walla really 
pay, and completely follow your instructions in adjusting with them It 
may not be misplaced to remark here that the former b3« wilhont hesitation 
agreed to pay tho sum demanded for the robbery nt Anundpore nnd if I 
am not mistaken pud a large dividend already 

That the Ameynagnr Zemindar’s betaking himself to the jangles was 
owing to the Bi«na| ore troops coming into his country w certain, if wo may 
believe onr intelligence aou the only account we had of the ( hatna walla 
W89 that he had rnn away on the same account \\ hat further occurs 
or that l hear, I’ll do myself the |lea3ure of transmitting you from among 
them 

You may depend upon my discretion in all n»j proceeding*, whether 
against the Gntscela Zemindar or any other I shall in every respect act 
with more caution than if my operation were purely military, sensible 
that if I met with the least check not to mention repulse it wo ild undo 
all our [ rior saccc’s I shall therefore satisfy myself with planning, 
ordering, and netting afoot manoeuvres and operations whether to distress 
the enemy or actually to vanquish them, exposing myself only where a 
bold pish may require my eraraple in order effectually to e'-ecatetc By 
later intelligence we arc informed that Dinindar Sing Itaa joined this 
Gatseela walla as also some other pettv princes m bis neigl Ixjurbeod If 
so It will only increase otlr laurels for I have confi fence t < my troops 
nor can l era how a parcel of naked ill-fed and nnduci; line J savages can 
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stand agxmit di'cipliaej troor s, tlio’ far inferior in number, bat as my 
advemoa to making bme fellows, for so J hope mine an*, suffer by 
exposing themselves in di«alvantageou* circumstances as that of ground 
etc, I liave Le»n rr«olving m my mind bow to this evil as much 

as tie service will admit of, nnJ from my intelligence, I am made 
acquainted with a circumstance which mar be of importance, ri; , « 1 reach 
winch has for tome urn* existed betwixt tho Gats-ela Zr and bis nephew, 
and heir, whom he has driven from his territories, and who at J resent resides 
with another Zemindar and this breach i» of more importance from the 
circumstance ot the present Zemindar’s suspicions and distrustful temper, 
which evidences Itself by ins shutting hun«elf up iu a strong house within 
the Fort lest his jeoplo should murder him, and putting mint of them to 
death on bare su‘| iciun I rom the circumstances, if true, I should he a[ t 
to imagine that by setting up the heir tn oppo»itton to the tenant that his 
peopl" woold be detached from him and he becomo an easy { rey, 

Vonr sentiments on this subject in some of the leftirs you, of course, 
may write in the interim, will give this ojmrnn weight or otherwise with 
me, according to the tenor of them. 

I have advanced Govindram Bono Its 100, bnt ho demands as for 
such more, lie having receive 1 in all but Its 200 from Sitaram Cawn and 
he is himself about CU 70 oat of pocket Whether to advance him more 
an I the sum will depend on your* to this purpose 

A poor fellow with a gun-shot wound I took the freedom of advising 
to go to Midnnporo for assistance This I did from political as well as 
charitable motnes to convince those people, as well of our humanity, as 
of the various advantages which accroc from an intercourse with ns 

As to the revenue, we *r« imppr that wo have it m our power to 
comply with your request to send tbo 9 of a | roportion at present, for in 
eight or ten days we shall not only bo able to «end an account of what 
Sltaram’s people have collected in January, but also tho Pagun month’s 
revenue from the five Zemindars who have already come in. Tho Kjster- 
bund rent wo will ol«o send 

My people have this day represented to mo that as I leave this and 
they along with me that a careful person was necessary in the style of 
tannadar I accordingly have constituted a tannadar and a nobismea of 
Bnlrampore this day oot of ( hundun Doss’ retinue to collect the rents and 
in my nbsencp, I hope this step is not im| roper. This latter part I wrote 
wjth my ( onncil besides me, though I am sorry to say that tn the trans- 
action* of so polite a Court a few barbarous expressions should bo inter- 
spersed with such as “ pagun,” “ nobismea,” etc You’ll overlook 1 hope 
this little vein of gaiety, as it gives mo much spirits to have hitherto 
acted so satisfactorily to the person I am so desirous to please and 
that, too, in the cour«o of mj public duty, that I can't contain myself 
entirely Ilowover, as my success has been totally owing to the fulness 
and propriety of yonr instructions and adyices, I shall particularly make 
it my business to adhere to them, as the only circumstance in which I can 
challenge to myself any merit ou the occasion This moment is arrived the 
Ameynagur vakul His master is willing to submit, but says that he 
cannot do much on account of his country been plundered, some of the 
villages burnt on the ono hand by Dsmnoadar Sing and by the Company’s 
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troops on the other Ho also brings intelligence that tbo Bara Boioom’ 
Zemmaar mil at«o submit but that there is a company of sepoys in the 
Uiatna zemindary on account of some Pacqnet 2 Raja (I think they call 
him) who have committed such violences and nt least bavo occasioned such 
a terror tf at Zemindar and all are rnn into tbo jungles I believe X may 
^ay it without assuming that (if 1 or 2 company s are sufficient to seize 
Dumunadar Singhl whtlo I am on my present service there is no occssion 
to send any olber force i ato this | art of Slidnaporo Province on his account 
For if there are troops of pleasure eont among tl ese people tho the dn 
cipl no is never so strict I can fore«eo that this business of collecting the 
revenues will be tod ous for they only wimt a plausible ezense to torn it 
to the best account on tl e oi o hand and on the other they are really go 
terrified in these cases that it entirely interrupts their family business for 
the time 

To morrow morning by daybreak we set out for Goreapara as does 
tho bearer of this for Jlidnapore 

Offering my best wishes and respects to Mrs Graham and children 
and compliments to the gentlemen I always am with real esteem and regard 

Dear Sir 

Your earnest well wisher 
John Teroossov 


To J Graham 


No 130 


Camp near Scphor 
22nd February 1767. 


Dear Sir 

I d d myself the pleasure you the n ght before sett ng off from 
Bulraropore «ince which we have bad 3 days march one of short to 
Gooreapara one from tb#nco to Hildabume n the purgaoa of Supfaur 
and tb s of day s march to tbo is called Suphur a very large regular 
village 4 short coss from the former 

I informed you in my last of the Suphur Ameynugur Alban Bo con 
’Iftmin/ivA has i jj." sent ijeonle to make submission in their names at Bolrom 
pore these people I d smi->sed with panne to their respective masters 
order ng them meet me at it being a centrical place three co*s from 
Ameynugur 4 from Mhan Bo oon 10 from Bnrra Boioon and 10 from 
Cbatna The Rat pore pnrgana is by much the best cultivated that X have 
yet seen in the jungles though in that part of it through which we marched 
there was a vast number of trees On oar arrival at Ghooreapara the 
Zemindar payed ns a very good attendance hut next day on onr arming 
at Hildabume where he went with ns he took a French [leave j ot 

ceremonies 

B»r»bhum id MsDbbnfn 
* P*eb te 
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At Ghoor<*a{ ira arrived oar panes from Chstna with a letter from the 
Z*mm)ar complaining heavily of 5 companies of sepoys are encamjel in hit 
neighbourhood saying he cannot possibly mileurrow or bundbuskurrow while 
they aro there, at hit people hire all left their Lou««*s and gone int<> the 

jangle ; hot by the Intel tgence of the [won* letter it a mere j retext, as 

there it very good discipline kept in that sepoy camp and none of them cm 
go near tin* Zemindar’s country, they remaining on the 1'aceel Ilaja*n si le. 
At first h* threatened our {‘con*, and talked high, hut, I supjsise, on hearing 
that we set ont from Bulrampore or for certain intended going into that 
quarter, he altcrel his tone, nnl wrote the above. Our peons likewise wero 
confined *ome time in the sepoy limp, Umg tiken for hirciro^, hot some 
foun 1 mean’ to convince th» ( ommanuing Oilaer, whoso name they did not 
learn that flie) were on the Company's service, and wero set at liberty. 

I immediately redismi»«ed peons to this fel'ow, and telling him that if ho 
attended me at Snphar, and settled the resennes of In* country with mo on 
account of the Conirunj, that I would prohihly get that arm} returned at 
some distance from him ; at any rate that if he did not immediate!) corno in, 
tint I on tbn one side and the ollnr arm) on the other would nttark him. and 
thorough!) ren ler him incajahle of giving an) trouble to tlio new Zemindar 
into whose hands 1 would giso the purguna 

Having no news nt all to be depended on from my peoplo sent to Hurra 
Iloioon, I this morning d<-*p itched pcoj le with anotlur pemnni uniting him 
in mind how long he hid hid the former, warning him immediate!) to attend 
here otherwise threatening him with militar) execution 

To prevent my business being intermf ted bi an> of our own trooj s who 

may be stationed an) where without knowledge, I havo gnen certificates 

in English to th*p»ons In the heart of the province of llmioro is n 
Brahmin, who j>o««c**e3 ten ullages. He i» called m the countr) the bimiha 

Raja . . . .his respects ye*terrlay nnd of his own accord, proposed 

with ten people, which 1 agreed to By advice I have talking to the 

Tulkismi and Ralpore wallas about... . revenue*, until our return I 

hope sou will appreciate delay I shall, of necc«sit) , bo obliged to 

halt two . • liere, in which lime, if possible, I'll do the business to bo 

done peaceably. This Raja's undo and brother’s two diwaus paid their 
com i laments to-day* Tho Zeunndar seems unwilling to como himself. 
However, I ask them to bring him to-morrow. His house is about an 
English mile from our camp 

With best respects and wishes for Mrs Graham and children, and com- 
pliments to the gentlemen, 

I ntn, with real regard. Dear Sir, 

Your earnest well-wisher and humble servant, 

John Fekocsson. 


P,S — -The jemindar of punes requests to know how ho is to bo pa) ed 
for himself and people. I have also two of your barcaros who wo scut to 
Fulfeisma Shall I draw for these people or only pay them to bo reimbursed 
at lliduapore ? • 
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No 131. 

To Mu, John Qrahav, llc^iirnt at Mldnoporr, 

(Genl. Letter) 
Ton Wittixsf 
2 If A February 1767. 
(llfCfxted 27 th February 1767 ) 

bill. 

We hau> received your letter of the 10th ultimo and 9th instant with 
tiic pipers ami accounts included 

direct tint jour will In future forward nil Remittances on account 
of tlio business to tlic Collector General instead of the Hoard carefully 
ndvwnp him thereof, and observing nil directions ho may think proper to 
£»'*)ou , 

We are, 

Sir, 

Yonr losing Friends, 

It Vbhklst. 

Richard Smitii 

t LADD RcSSrLL 

W Aldersrv 
Tno Kklsall 
C nABLES Plover 
Alex Cami bell 


No 132. 

To the Hon’ule Henry Vbdelst Esq, Etc, Etc. 


Midvapobe . 


25th February 1767 

Hon dle Sir and Sms, 

This accompanies under escort of a havildar and 12 sepoys 17 chests of 
treasure, 150 bale* of piece-goods, dispatched from hence this day, to be 
forwarded from Gongacolly upon the Company’s roctwas 

I am, etc , 
[John Gbabam ] 


No 133. 

To the Hon’blb Harry Verelst Esq , Etc., Ere. 

WiDHATonn 

28th February 1767. 

TIon’ele Sib and Sms, 

Enclosed I transmit to your Honor, etc , the invoices of 17 chests of 
treasure and 15" hales of piece-goods, which were dispatched this day to 
Gonpacolly, to be forwarded thence to Calcutta. V 

I am, etc , 
[John Graham ] 
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No 131 

To Liect. FEpat> a os. 

SIiiisirorE 
25fA February |7b7 

Dcac hltt, 

I vras this morning favor'd with yonr letter* of the 22nd from Sopor, 
bnt from the non-attendance of the Zemindar of that j Lee and of tho 
adjacent purgunna of Atmynagur. the Imckwardness of the Zemindar of 
Jinan Bhoioon, the evasion and equivocation of the Zemindar of ( hatna, and 
tic total silence of the Zemin lar of Bnrra Boioon, X l*gm tonijrehend 
that jon have pot amongst a set of j»>ople not so trnclal le or civilised n« 
tboM* situated near the Tanna You must bo the heat judge whether there 
orphan to be any justice W this conjecture, bat, if you think there m, yon 
•tioull in my opinion lo«cnolime m fringing or reducing them to terms 
The fears of those jieople have seldom failed to be operateil upon with success, 
hut leaving them tim to recollect themselves has been gi nimllj 1 nown to 

f roduco in them a degrt*> of imps riousness, solf-sufliciencj, nnd obstinacy 
big jou would not supf o»o or conceivo from this that 1 mean or nllcdge 
that there has been any unnecessary delajs committed — verj far from It, 
your con luct hitherto both has, and de««rres mj entiro approbation 1 only 
mean if you find yourself now among people of a different and less docile 
disposition, that it mav bo necessary, perbajs, to niter jour manner of con- 
duct towards them To one nnd all of thorn however, I would nlwajs advise 
you to givo a previous warning, something of tho nature which I directc I to 
be sent to tho Jargong Zemindar 

Wo are not aeouainted nor can pretend to judge their object or intention 
of the party from Pntcha-t, or how for essential tho service thej are upon 
may be Tliero would appear a manifest impropriety in mj mal mg noj 
request for their removal But to prevent tho risk of jour contradicting one 
another’s operations, I think, it might not bo amiss wero yon to aduso the 
officer in general terms with the object of your instructions, nnd desire of 
him to interfere with or impedo them as httlo ns { ossiblo 

I remain, etc , etc 

Jon* Graham 


No 135 

Claud Bussell, Fsq , 

Collector General 

Midnapoiif, 

SSth Fehuranj 1767 
Sip, 

1 had tho pleasure to reccivo jour very obliging favor of tho luth 
Instant, and I cannot but esteem myself greatly flnttcrod, by tho favourable 
opinion which yon are pleased to entertain of me , Bo assured that no 
endeavours of mine shall bo wanting to deserve and maintain tho contin- 
uance of such sentiments 
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The Board’* orders of (ho 2-1 tb Instant arrived with mo too fato to 
•lirccl mo m consigning to yon tho Treasure remitted with my General 
Letter of the 25th , hut in future that method shall be carefully followed — 
And m over) other branch of the Business the Board need not doubt of the 
most cheerful attention and proper reference being pul to jonr Directions 
nnd advice As tho Remittance of the Revnnncs nro hence forward to bo 
made to )on I shonhl apprehend tho «amc propnet) would direct tho Trea- 
sure Account also to I o transmitted to the Board thro' )our Channel, and the 
Bj))s on the Paymaster Genera! for the Military Disbarsraents, to bo drawn 
to bo pa>able to instead of the Resilent and Council I request you vnl! let 
mo know as «oon ns possible, how far I jndgo right in this conjecture lhat 
I may bo guided accordingly m making np nnd transmitting the accounts 
of this month 

In my last I took the liberty to refer yon to the accounts of tho Adjust- 
ment of tl is years Rovunncs which were transmitted to Mr Verelst Bat if 
there is an) part thereof that requires farther explanation, or any other 
Branch of tho Business which yon are desirous of becoming better acquainted 
with, l will cliearfnll) undertake ns far as may be in m) power to etato them 
to ) 0 U in the clearest light . .. In order to convey to ) on a general 

idea of the situation and present condition of the Province, i wonld beg 
leave to refer yon to a full of tbo Journal of my last year’s Circuit 

which is in possession Mr VereM I mast frankly confess another view 
that I have In making this reference —namely — Tho hopis of obtaining 
from your Office a Cop) of the Journal, for that which Mr Verelst has is 
tho ’ . . originally perfected from loo«o Memorandums If you will 

do me, tho favour therefore to order a cop) to bo made for me I shall think 
my«elf mnch obliged to you as it may at least servo for a form to go by my 
fatnro occasions 

As the season of cultivation is now approaching I shall in consequence 
of tho Board a permission supply the Zemindars and Ryots from the Treasury 
with tho advances l jadgo necessary to allot them in that Service, at 
the Company s established rate of Interest The customary supplies for 
/Poolbundce/ repairing tbo Dams Fen will also be required in tho 

course of next month Neither of these are articles of Expence to the 
( ompaDy as they are collected again beariDg of tho ensuing year nnd as 
they are articles in themselves so essentially necessary tp tho well being and 
prosperity of tbo Company, I caanot doubt that the supplying them will 
meet with your approbation 

SwEtttvme, aga a Detadwnewt was ordered, hence ta reduce some tc*.fflvug 
Zemindars to the Westward which included in tho limns of this province 
continued to maintain themselves in a kind of independent This Detach- 
ment has been attended with all the success I could wish Five of the 
Zemindars having readily submitted and agreed to the payment of an 
equitable RevenoeL and the rest being to all appearance dispos d to follow 
their example On this subject I shall advise you more at large When 
tho«e who still stand oat have either been settled with or reduced I shall 
thm also address Mr Verelst. In the mean time 1 shall be obliged to yon, 
if you will just notice to him that the party has so far been successful 
I am with mnch esteem, 4c , 

[John Graham] 
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No. 136. 

To the IIo\' rle Harry Vebelst, Esq, 

President and Governor and Gentleman of Council, at Fort William, 


Midnapore, 

2Slh February 1767 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, 

Eoclo ed I transmit to your Honor the Invoices of Seventeen Chests 
Treasure and One hundred and fiGty Bales of piece Good, which were 
dispatched tms day to Gongacolly to be forwarded from thence to Calcutta 
I am with due respect etc , etc , 

[John Graham ] 


No 137 


To John Graham, Mxdnapore, 


Calcutta 


Sir 


4th March 1767 


1 have tbo pleaanre to acknowledge your favour of tho 28th ultimo 
received yesterday 

The orders of the Board aro meant to extend all remittances ns well by 
bill as m specie, and that the Collector General shall be the channel thro* 
which the lreasury Accountants must come to the Board This I always 
conceived to be tbo spirit of their intentions and a conversation with the 
Governor this morning has confirm’d me m it, so that yon will be pleased 
to look upon it as a standing rnlo 

I know not but it may bo called selfishness if I say I’m concerned to 
acquaint you that 1 have but bad accounts of your journal Either his 
Lordship has carried it with him or Mr Verclst has mislaid it bat «hauld it 
cast up on a search that is order d, yon may depend on having a copy 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant 
Claud Russell 


No 138 

To the Hon’ble Harry- Vebklst, 

President and Governor and Gentlemen Of Council at Fort William, 

MlDVAPORE 

6th March 1767 

BoVble Sir and Sirs, 

I have received your havor of the 26th Ulto and in obedienco to your 
ordors, the Remittances of Treasure und the Treasury Account", shall m 
future bo forwarded to the Collector General, whose Directions relative to 
the Business of ,tbe Revnnncs shall at all times be duly attended to This 
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therefor* on!j senes to coier tho Factor} Accounts for tho month of 
February, n particular Account of the Expcnco of building the Magazine 
in tho Port, n Statement of tho Fnctory to bo tran a miUod to Europe by tho 
sIhjj now under Dispatch 

I hare the Honour to bo with Respect etc , 
[Jons G KAUAI!.] 

Account i’artieu/ari of the Er pence of building a Midnapore in the 
fort of Midnapore. 


One month's wages to tho following persons employed in mating 
Bricks 


4 Head Coolojs nt Its 4-b each 
10 Mates .. „ 3 8 „ 

3G0 1 ooleys . • „ 2-8 t , 


Batta II per cent 

2,000 of Chormm ... at Its 56 per 100 
300 of \\ hito Chunam nt 30 seer per rupee 
150 of Inggrco .. nt Its 4 per mils . . 
3 of Copper 67 „ 

Wax Oil, Ac., to materials to mix with the 
Copper 
Straw 

Jute, Rope, Twine Ac. 

Baskets Tars Ac , Utensils .. 


Batta 8 per cent. 


S. its 18 

0 

0 

„ 35 

0 

O 

„ 900 

O 

0 

953 

0 

O 

104 

13 

3 

Its 1,120 

0 

0 

„ 400 

0 

(i 

„ COO 

0 

0 

„ 201 

0 

0 

„ 30 

0 

0 

„ 20 

0 

0 

„ 48 

0 

0 

„ 48 

0 

0 

„ 2,46 7 

O 

0 

197 

5 

9 


1,057 13 3 


2,6 64 5 9 


IVookmen’s Waoes 


1 Head Bricklay 

1 Mate „ 

20 Bricklayers 

5 » 

4 Sawyers 

7 Carpenters 

3 „ 

2 Braziers 

3 » 

5 


er 4 m/s at Its 10 0 per m 

Ks 

40 

0 

0 

3 „ .. 

8 0 „ 

„ 

24 

0 

0 

. . 3 „ „ 

G-4 etch 


375 

0 

0 

1 „ .. 

6-4 

j, 

31 

4 

0 

.. 4 „ „ 

7-0 „ 

„ 

JI2 

0 

0 

. 1 „ „ 

8 0 „ 


56 

0 

0 

1 „ .» 

8 0 „ 


24 

0 

0 

.. 2 n » 

5-0 „ 


20 

0 

0 

. 1 „ „ 

5-0 

„ 

15 

0 

0 


5-0 

> 

25 

O 

0 


C. Ba 

722 

4 

0 


37 12 6 


Batta 8 per cent 


780 O S 
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3 Head Cooleys .. 3 m/a at R« 
6 Mates 3 „ „ 

350 Cooleys 3 , „ 


4 8 each S Rs 10 3 0 

3 8 „ , C3 0 0 

2 0 „ „ 500 0 0 


' 1 003 8 0 

Batta 11 per cent 110 6 0 

• 1 813 14 0 

1,113 14 O 

Current Rupees 5 616 7 0 

Amount of tho Estimate Arcot Rupees 5200 is 5616 A B — The 
Expencca of the Wood Work is all included under the Carpenters and 
Cool ej s Wage« 

Midnapore 


28th February 1767 
Errors Excepted 


To J Graham 


No 131 


Mean Boioov 
6th March 1767 


I bavo at length the pleasure to acquaint you that the five Zemindars 
and in and settled in the same manner as tho preceding ones and if 

you consider tho circamstance of my finding everv mdividnil of them with 
all their people and effects in the jungles I am hopeful it will reconcile my 
conduct to you whether a on regard the time and manner of the setlemcnt 
itself, for had I pursued them it would not probably havo answered tho 
end but to have pursued each separately would have been a work of time, 
and to have divided my force would have rendered my success doubtful as 
none of those Zemindars by our best intelligence have less than t 000 people 
in their pergunas whose trade is war 

Notwithstanding t did not act hostily, yet I may say my success was 
owing to my taking a proper advantage of their fears, and sometimes indeed 
by flattering their nmbitions However by these means wo have setled I 
must communicate it as my opinion that some among them are not cordial and 
that unless a force Remains in their neighbourhood to awe them that collect- 
ing tho revenue from them uill be a bard task. This Zemindar of ilhan 
Boioon in particular has resisted me on the strongest promises being made 
that I would not detain him* and on agreeing not to on busine«s with him, 
no sooner was gone ihto the jangle again than ho sent his diwan to thank 
me for my civil treatment of him, and offering me a considerable pre«enc, 
but at tho same time absolutely denying to pay any revenue as he never had 
and a* he had neither jumma nor country His present I refused and 
order d him to bo acquainted that I was expressly come for revenue to be 
payed yearly, that if he’d not setlo for that, I no private present 

would save him from being tamed out. 

of inducing him to comply made him retire farther fioto 
the jungle?] anl not one of his people attended On this I resolved to 
make [an attempt ?] to seize him in the night, having resolved to take 
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ono ••••by ono road mvself, and send Buconibo with another..... .another 

tin* moinlimc tho writing to the officer at Cbutna in vonr terms .. it 

ont to ho an order to him attaching the Chutnn wala intended 

to guo n pood account of tbf* Zemindar before 1 lift tho arrival 

of tho Burn Boioon Divnn of whom this politician had ... . with great 
industry *j read tho report of In* gat tiering a force, and intended to hofd 
out Them two cireumstnncea I may saj made such an impression on tbi* 
Zwnin hr lint bo tlie i!i^ «nt all hi* principal people to stile, fat 
everything ho dow h with well distrust as ho and hi* people remaining 
in the jangle that I expect hc’JJ some daj or other suffer for it 

TIio silence and non*appeirioce of the Burra Boioon Zemindar, 1 think 
I have r* i«on to believe, wa« entirely owing to bis inability from the d;s 
traded stito of his country of jmjing a revenue equal to (he (xtent on i viluo 
of hi* jerguna. These distractions apart, the Inrcaro who I ronght hi* 
Diwnn, reported tlut it was neither from bar nor disaffection that tho 
Zemindar came not, hut on neeonnt of real stekne** 

I have some reason to believe that my letter to tho officer and the 
manner in which I sent it hastened the arrival of tin ( huina Zemindar’s 
uncle (for he himself is a youth), who after Ins arrival soiled without much 
difficult) When all was settled 1 pave bun a letter to the oflicer of the 
detachment acquainting him of their having sctled with ine, etc , and that as 
they n«sured me tho pooplo would not come out of tho jungles wbilo ho 
remained, nor consequently the rovenoo bo collected, that if Jt was consistent 
with tho service ho was on, it would ho for the benefit of our common 
master’s herviee, for him to remove lita forco out of tho Chutnn Perguna 
fully explatnmp th it I pretended to notbinp further than telling him that 
while ho w is thoro the t’ompany’s rovenno could not ho collected 

1 proposo if nothing extraordinary happen", to set out in tho morning 
for Suphur In my way bock again, Imunp the Ilaij oro and Tulkisma 
affair still to setle it being deferred nt tho earnest request of Chundun Doss 
on our progress hither After which I propose according to tho tenor of 
my instructions with nil possible expedition to proceed towards 
the Zemindars of tho othor thins 

Tho Zemindar of Bnlramporo writes me that Oudannrm Sip Roy of 
Sanha Colea is dead Ue has several children .. 

In this letter I have endeavoured to give yoo an account of everything 
that has occurred since I did myself tbo plcasuro of writing last, and I beg 
you, you’ll evcn«fl my some day’s silence, ns I coaid hare wrote nothing 
satisfactory in that interval I do myself tho pleasaro of underwriting a 
sketch of tho setlements of the Gve zemindanes for your immediate [inspect-] 
ion os I will fake ad after opportunity of giving you - . ..account 
of Tnnna of Bnlrampore tashecs at once. 

Allah Sicca Rupees 

Suphur Purpuna, Annual Revenue 54 0 0 

Ameynagur Purguna, Annual Revenue , 311 0 0 

Barra Boioon Pnrgana, Annual Revenue ... 441 0 0 

Mhan Boioon Purgnna, Annoal Revenue . . 316 0 0 

Chntna Purgnna, Annual Revenue ... .. 87 9 II 0 

[Usual termination] Total ... 2,496 10 0 
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No 140 


To Jonv Graham, Esq 


Caloutta 
7th March 1767 


Sir, 

The information I am favoured with of the reduction of the Zemindars 
gives me great pleasure , and I hope the party will meet with the same 
success throughout, and finish their expedition before the setting in of the 
rainy °eason 

The omitting to mention Mr Peiarces’ appointment has been owing 
to the hurry we have been in ocasioned by the dispatch of tho Europe ship , 
but it shall bo taken notice of m onr next General Letter to your Factory 

It is with pleasure 1 can acquaint you that we have despatched the 
greatest parts of our Europe cargo already Tho Nottingham, who will sail 
in about a week will almost compleat the dispatch, and what little remains 
will be sent bj the Mercury, who will depart, about the end of tho month. 
Onr investment this year will exceed 52 lackb«, other ship9 sailing so early 
in tho season will probably have the advantage of favourable winds, and 
run very little risk la this passage 

I am, Sir, etc , 

U Verelst 


No 141. 

To Ur John Graham, Resident at Midnapore 

Fort William 
9lh March, 1767. 
(Reed 10th March, 1767.) 


Sir. 

We have received your letters dated 28th ultimo and 6th instant with 
the papers enclosed 

We have thought proper to appoint Mr Charles Stnart assistant at 
Enrdwan, and Mr John Pearce to Midnapore 

We are, Sir, 

Tour Loving Friends 
H Vsrelst. 

Richard Smith 
Claud Russell. 

W Alderset 

Too K ELS ALL 

Charles Floter 
Alei Campbell. 
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To J Graham 


No 142 


Camt neap Damara 
9 th March 17(i7 
Sm, 

The answer to the letter 1 wrote to the officer at Chatna makes it 
nece««ary that I should send yon a copy of what 1 wrote as well as the 
Original of the answer, as X cannot take on my«elf tu take one step more in 
that affair without yonr particular orders , at the same time that I must 
re inform you (as the enclo e ed says otherwise) that the Chatm Zemindar’s 
uncle «etled in the most regular manner with me for a yearly tnshees from 
the pnrguna to he paid into the 31 id na pore Cagerie [Calchery] for the 
behoof ot the Hon’ble Company, and, as he did this at Mhan Boioon I, 
accordingly to the tenor of my instructions, had no occasion to go into his 
country The reason of my writing was because the Divan frankly told me 
that, while the sepojs remained in that country, he could not collect a 
rupee The following is n copy of my letter — P 

To mg Officer Commanding a Detachment of Sepoys neap Chatna 
Sir, 

I esteem it incumbent on me as concerning the interest of our common 
masters to acquaint yon that the Zemindar of Chatna has settled with roe to 
pay the Hon’ble Company o yearly adequate revenue, and of course, is to be 
considered under our protection 

I hope, therefore, it will suit with your instructions and inclination to 
considerat him m that light, and not only avoid distressing him but also if 
possible remove from his country, as he protests the Company’s revenue 
cannot be collected while you are bo near to him as his { eopie will remain 
in the jungles He will bo answerable for any effects you may have which 
yon can’t conveniently take away If you should esteem it consistent with 
the service you arc on to move on the receipt of this, I hope yon will aioid 
construing this letter to bo either unnecessary or improper, as my motive 
is the good of tho service in general, and properly executing the particular 
service I was ordered on from Jlidnapore Yon will al«o, 1 dare *>ay, 
consider both in any steps you may judge convenient to be taken in conse- 
quence of this address 

I am, 

Yonr most obedient and, etc. 

Jons Fekqcssov, 

Ensign commanding a party oj sepoy* 

jrom Midnapore 

One sentence m this letter requires explanation and I marked it for that 
purpose The effects meant here belonged to Pacheat Raja If the Divan 
of Chatna said that they could not carry them off Tho answer to this letter 
I enclose and leave the whole to yonr judgment and determination and I 
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hope that if the writing of the above letter was wrong, you’ll advise me how 
to atone for my transgression 

With regard I am, Sir, 

Yonr most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

J Ferocsson 


No 143. 

To Claud Russell, Esq , Collector General 


Sir 


Midnapore 
lOfA March 1767 


I was dnly favor’d with yonr letter oE the 4th instant, and enclosed I 
have the pleasure to transmit yon the Midnapore Treasury Account for the 
month of February, together with a bill of exchange upon the Military 
Paymaster-General for CRs 11,100 

A number of the ryots of the Purganna of Cossijurrah I understand 
have gone to Calcutta to complain a"aiu«t Kajab As I heard that their 
applications were particularly directed to the Governor and was writing him 
last night upon other business, I took occasion to mention that circumstance 
also , requesting that he would order them to return to their duty in the 
Province and prefer their complaints here at Midnapore A copy of the 
Paragraph of my letter 1 now enclose for your perusal and entreat that you 
will also represent the propriety of my request it it appears to von in that 
light Had I not waited for the Treasury account I should have wrote 
jou to this purpose last night at the «ame time that I address’d the 
Governor 

I have the Honour etc., 

[John Graham] 


No 144 

To J. Graham 

[Bulramporb], 
12<fc March 1767 

Dear Sir, 

"We this day arrived once more in the Tanna of Bulrampore, all in 
health excepting cold caught by repeated violent storms, which we had in 
the hilly country we came from In this letter I enclose copies of three 
Bengal chits, one more letter from Captain Upton, the reading of which will 
be sufficient to convince yon that I could not, without widely deviating from 
my instructions, comply with the contents of it without your orders As the 
letter itself and the BeDg-il chit will explain the subject to you I need 
insist do farther The second Bengal chit u a copy of what was produced 
by the Itaiporo people when we desired them to setle I saw the original 
it had the initials or Mr Goodwin s name 
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tor the Raipore Pergunah, by which I mean Raipore, Fnlki*mi, nnd 
Other tiro ■’mall places belonging to tiro persbns call’d S-imaleabeil brother*, 
there isti tushees settled of 1,600 rupee* payed thro’ the hands of the 
Bougruvalla into the Bnrdewan ca*h, but is at present ill collected, and 
I believe i small dividend readies the Company's Treasury As I mentioned 
before, all that tract lies quite near the Tanna and, of course, the tii«iee*, 
which conld easily be increased to 3 000 allah siccas would nl«o be collected 
without difficulty, supposing a force to remain here I have in consequence, 
of yotir former order, got all these people with me, except the Fnlkisraa 
Zemindar, who is not arrived in order to increase the yearly revenue for 
the Com j any, bnt id ®eeing that, while it is payed through the hand* of 
this Bongra Zemindar, the Company will not reap the advantage of it, I will 
not put it into execution until I near from you which I expect will bo on the 
receipt of thi«, as it will reach me here, having two more days of business 
to do before I can leave the Tanna whence I propose going directly against 
the Gatseela Zemindar ( if you approve) through tno Jimbnnie Pargnna, it 
being the nparest, and, by the best intelligence the best road , having «ent 
off bis penvanas in such a manner that 1 will bar* bis answer at JumbuDie 
by which he is desired to meet me at the Tanna of JaDpore, which if he 
refn»e, I shall march immediately against him, it being only ten co*s, 
whereas from the Tanna it is twenty 

The third Bengal chit is a copy of a letter *ent from Bisnapore to the 
Ameynagnr Zemindar signed by Captain Hadley and initials I directed a 
letter t » be wrote to the Amevnagur Zemindar to an«wer the above in this 
manner I have not got an elephant nor any other of Uomidar Sing’s 
effects If too send people loto my country to de*troy and plunder it, 1 
who have settled with the Phousdar of Midtiapore to pay a yearly revenue 
to tie Company, will complain to him and make no doubt of receiving 
redress 

Captain Upton’s two harcaro , who brought the last letter, remain here 
two days until your answer arrive* I having another *ealed chit here for the 
Zemindar of Chatnapore from him 

"W ith best wishes, etc , I rema n, etc , 

J Fbbgc on 

Vo 145 

To Lieutenant Fekgus«on # 

MlDNAFOBE 
1 if A March 1767 

Sir., 

1 have received your favour* of the bth instant, the first containing an 
account of the settlement which you have eSected with five Zemindars of 
Sopor, etc , the «econJ transmitting me a copy of your letter to the Officer 
Commandmc the Patchaet party, and his answer As the revenues which 
the Zemindars have engaged to pav exceed the sums at which their 
countries are rated m the King s book* at the same time that they servo 
as an ample and incontestable acknowledgment of their dependence on this 
Province we have certainly no enu e than to be otherwise than sati«fied 
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with the adjustment, especially when their present circumstances and 
situation with yonr reasons for accepting of their terms are consider’d In 
time, however, by attending to keep them at once awed nnd protected I 
sbooid hopo that this stipulation may he considerably increased npon 

Captain Upton, in his answer to yonr letter, appears to have placed 
too ranch confluence in the informations of the people with whom he has 
intercourse and to have drawn from thence too hasty conclusions His 
dignity also nppears taken great offence, whero I think it is pretty evident 
that there conld possibly be none meant It is a pity that circumstances 
of this nature should occur in the execution of one common service, 
especially nnder a well regulated Government of which all the nembers 
and dependents must be sensible that no operations can be carried on without 
the sanction of its authority Conscious that yon are yonrself regularly 
nnd sufficiently antboriscd to exeente the Bervico you are at present upon 
(altho* Captain Upton seoms to donbt it) yon might certainly proceed 
agreeably to yonr instructions without paying any regards to Captain 
Upton’s caveats , but, as I think this would bo acting too mnch npon his 
own plan, I cannot approve it I would advi9e you, therefore, to write 
again to Captain Upton, or the officer who may command at Patchaet, 
explaining to him that yon think there was no canso to take offence at 
jour former letter, at least there was certainly none intended that you 
are also detached nnder regular orders from the Governor of Calcutta 
thro* |tbo channel of the Chief of Midnapore to reduce the Zemindars 
possessing the jungles to the westward of Midnapore and which hitherto 
supported a kind of independence notwithstanding they were avowedly 
subordinate to the Frovinco their rents being entered in the Midnapore 
Outchery books and most of them haviag always paid a peshensh or tribute 
of acknowledgment , that tho Ohatna Zemindar is one of those and that, 
however adjacent or blended his districts may be with those of Patchaet, 
they are actually out of tho limits of Bengal bavo always been compre- 
hended in Soubah Orissa and, till of late years paid a regular tribute to 
the Phonsdar of Midnapore that agreeably to yonr instructions therefore, 
yon had concluded a settlement with his ancle (the Zemindar himself being 
a minor) to pay an annual revenue to the Company at the Midnapore Cnt- 
chery and that jou trust this explanation will not only acquit you of having 
intended any improper behaviour but in fact claims his attention to support 
tho settlement jron have made against any designs of the Patchaet people 
to usurp possession of the Zemindar's country If this explanation does 
not produce the desired effect, we must m short appeal to the decision of 
superiors In the meantime you shonld write to the Zemindar 
directing him peremptorily to desist from molesting the party, as Captain 
Upton writes he is guilty 

I have just now received your favour from Bulrampore with the three 
Bengal notes, hut tho other letter yon mention to have received from 
Captain Upton was omitted to be enclosed I do not conceive, however, 
that it can contain anything but what the explanation, which I have herein 
recommen led to yon to make must sufficiently answer, especially as it 
appears evident by the Bengal note (which is wrote in the name and under 
the seal of Sircar) fthat he is misled by the designs and informa 

tions of tho people 
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The answer which yon lnrt directed the Anieynagar Zemin Jar (o 

make to On | tarn Ilndler m very projer, nnd eiy be will give 

lum no further trouble 

Tbc Kniporo and rulku«ma districts doubtless depend on the Province 
of Uurdwan, but H nj>{ ears somewhat mysterious and inconsistent that they 
should reject onr assistance for obtaining from them an increase I will 
write nnd explain the matter to Mr. Goodwin nnd shall rend yon further 
directions when 1 receive hi« answer In the interim, I recommend yon 
to [ roceed immediately upon the {dan yon proporo for the reduction of 
the Gnt«eeh Zemindar. 

J GUAUMt 


No 140 

To J Gluiuii, Resident at Midnapore 


Calcutta 
13t/i March 1767. 


Sir, 

1 was yesterday favoured with yonr letter of the 10th inclosing the 
Treasury accounts lor la«t month and a hill of exchange for Rs 11,000 
on the Shlitary Paymt General which bears acceptance 

Should the ryolts of Co«aijnra I’nrgnnnab ogam np{ ear at Calcutta, 
yonr mi) depend upon their being immediately sent bach to profTcr their 
complaint to jou, a rule I shall constantly keep uj> to on every sneb 
occasion, as most consistent with year station and yonr justice 

1 remain, etc., 

Claud Rissell. 


No 147 

To Lieite*»ai,t TEncussou 

JIlDNAPORB 

13t/i March 1307 

Sin, 

1 received last night your note enclosing tho second letter from 
Captain Upton, but ns I suppo«a it does not .require any moro particular 
answer than what is contained in my letter of yesterday', to it, therefore 
I refer yon, and return yoa Captain Upton’s letter enclosed. 

In my letter yestprday I omitted to mention to yon the settlement of 
the lalool composed of sundry villages around the Tanna and said by the 
statement to bo po aa essed by one Achubnarram i must now recommend 
that point to yon, if possible, before yon leave Bulrampore, if not after 
yonr return from the redaction of the Janpore Tanna 

I approve of the succession of tbe Sanhacoolea s son for the same 
reasons that I gave you in the case of the Jargong Zemindar 

I am, etc , etc , 

John Graham 
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ToJ Graham 


No 145 


TAVNA BuLltASfrORE 
13 h March 1767 


Dear Sir, 

1 did ra\«el£ the pleasure of writing yon yesterday and tbo day 
before from hence, bendes the letters I wrote from Mhan Borioon and 
Bambura, bat ns to-morrow we «cnd benco a Inrcaro, and some panes, 
with the treasure, I would by no means lose this opportunity of writing 
you I yesterday morning sent off the Gatseela Zemindars perwanas 
by two harcaros and two pnnes, meaning nt that time to have set out from 
hence to-morrow, by which means I shoold have reached Jambume by 
the time the messengers returned, but hearing nothing from you m answer 
to mine of the 11th instant and having all the 5 Zemindars of the Raiporo 
side all on the I am obliged to pnt off my march one day more 

My two Gatseela harcaros etc on this day return’d, being stopt a 
coss and a half from Jambunio m the Gatseela Purguna by a guard of 
about 150 bowmen My instrncUons to them were, if they were stopt, 
to tell the people their business, and assure them that if they were not 
allowed to go on they would return to your naib who sent them, and 
Twhol was on tho road with a force, and in conseqnence of which he 
would boar no terms from them, but proceed to drive them out of the 
purgana, and give it to better disposed people When tboy were stopt, 
they acted according to instructions and were answered that if they went 
the Jaupore Tanna road they would not be obstructed but by that road 
would allow nono to go into their country to which they answered that 
as they expected more respect to be paid to the Phousdar s servants than 
to be stopt, but that when they returned it would be with a force that 
would overcome all such obstacles, penetrate into the heart of bis country 
without asking questions So that it is prohable this fellow continues 
obstinate However, according to your genera] hint, when I arrive at 
Jambume 1 11 send one more message before I fall on If on oar arrival 
at Jambume, I find that the road from his country is tolerable, but if it 
should prove jungly and narrow so as that I cannot have the proper use 
of my guns, 1 propose taking no notice at all of these, but according to 
my general instruction® proceeding to the Tanna and reducing him In 
conrse this intention is owing to the pretty certain information I have of 
bis having a considerable force and I would by all means if possible put 
my soccers beyond a donbt when 1 do attack him 

Thus far had I wrote last night before 8 o clock when the man 
whom I despatched the 12 th arrived and told that a harcaro from you was 
3 co°s off on the way I waited till eleven no harcaro , and now have 
got up at three this morning to despatch tho treasure Bj closing this 
letter he has not yet arrived I make no doubt if he is your s that on his 
return of your order [him} to be punched as he deserves This goes by 
another 

[Usual termination,] 

Jons Ferod^sov 
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To J Graham 

Bcmiamporp Tanna 

s 13 th March 17G7 

I wnto thw to po along with 1,000 audit rupee* of which 550 is in 
cash, and 450 In bonds being part of the Company's treasure collected 
from tbo c o Zemindars who hoc already settled with tha Company to par 
tu shoes for their Furganahs A Bengnla account which I nra told is tba 
regular manner of transaction in thc«o matters atlcmls the treason* 

WitZi regard, I am etc, 

Jous FitroD a soN 


No 150 

To J Graham 

Tanva Buluampope 
Uth March 17C7 

Sir, 

I bavo this moment received your pacqnet, but the answenng of 
your other favour I must delay, as I am preparing everything for poiog 
oil in tbo morning 

To Captain Upton I vrroto in the terms yon suggested adding from 
that explanation ho vroul t at once see the impropriety of my complying 
with the contents of his 2nd letter, ond 1 accordingly sent the two Bengal 
chits enclosed in bis 

The talooh I did not omit to make particular inquiry altaat when last 
hero, but all the answer I could get was that it had been incorporated 
with the two purgunas 50 years ago, ond this too after I had settled for 
these purgunas, rr , Ramgnr and Sankacoolea In your a of yesterday, 
you mention it as your opinion that if we continue to nwo and protect 
these people that the revenuo may be considerably increased In this 
opinion I entirely join with you, and if l may bo allowed to judge from 
tho face of tbo country and appearance of tho people, very considerably too 
wero they somewhat civilised, and this more particularly m tho western 
purgunas The Tamdaar has engaged to send this letter and the amount 
of both tho hills on tho Sergeant 

y iii‘£a Tfcgari, 1 inn tic , 

J, Ferousson 


No 151 

To Lieutenant Fergosson 

Midvapor e 
17tJi March 1767 , , 
Sib 

I have received your two letters of the ’3th and one of the 14th 
With the former was received the chalan of Rs 1 0Q0 which shall be 
brought to account when tho bonds are recovered 
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I thick too jalge *err properly m iMermtoirg to proceed with 
cant on against the Gils* eU J>mtndar A* joa a 1 vine** toward'* hi* country, 
1 imagine too will !■** tl le to ol tain more certain intelligen-e or In* strength 
an 1 intention* when, if jrn cittern it necessary, I shall eiject to hear 
from yon 

The refit* of Uebnbnarrain * lalook, which you are informed i* 
incorfon'el m the Itamgur and ^jnkacoolea’* purguna*. may | roperly 
>e» enquire l into morn eiactly when joa retnrn again to the Tanna, because 
if the 7-mtnlm lav* alrraJy pc«se*«e] them-el»es of il. it will at lea*t 
tw» an argument for d^manling an increase from them m the en*oing year 

1 am, ele , etc , 

[John Graham ] 


No 152 

To .1 Ora him. 

Jambpme 
1 7f A 1/arcA 17 f,7 

htl, 

Thi* day I received two letter* from yon The former favour 1 shall 
answer in a f*w word* ri that thi* day at noon, immediately on receipt 
of yours I sent ofT the tent, and that (a* I imagine that won’t properly 
»nfice for your bottl e-con na) there »* too id the stores and I mnrquo which 
I should imagine would nl«o bo useful 

Having i nncif ally by the mean* of Mogul Kay />inindar of Jnthuma 
got a tolerable account of hi* force disposition* und the route, I think 
I can depend, a* far as any | erson can in such cases on l>eing able to force 
his mtrcnchmonls, and mako my way good into his fort In this opinion 
1 am seconded by all my little urmy who are in very gool health and 
high sj mK seem sufficiently ratified with their Commander s abilities, etc 
This day I baited here for n variety of reasons That which you suggested 
to me in the close of yours on the bead of retrentmg occurred and was n 
principal reason together with a desire of further intelligence not to run 
headlong and imprudently on before 1 had settled a f Ian of rperation, a* 
also the replenishing of rav byzar and recollecting my provincials concurred 
to Induce Id this measure 

Oovimlram Bane, who 1 look on as a good soldier, has retain d near 
200 of in* peo| !e beside* 33 bor«o, Oootickram 20 Goupenct’s people 
have increased 50 to-day ( othanporn to 50, Mogul Ray with 150 men 
attend* me of hi3 own accord, and is likely to git in favour The Jnmbunie 
Zemindar atten Is ns with 100 men The«e two neighbours of the Gatseola 
Zemindar being his natural enemies and of loog standing, 1 do not doubt 
will take this opportunity of gratifying their revenge 

Now a* 1 am clear in my own breast that neither motives of interest 
or nmoition sway me in the resolution I havo at present taken but that 
> I have actci on mature deliberation, yon who alwnys have been my friend, 
will 1 am sore on this occasion be my alvocaie to the world, if the event 
nhonld render my judgment or discretion suspected 
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Hjs nephew who resides at Barra Boioon, 1 have not been able to 
indnce to take auy part in the affair at pre«ent, nor even to come to me , 
my people pat it to the account o£ his inability to form any faction in the 
coentry. 

Yon may depend on hearing from me very frequently, iE intelligence 
can be conveyed alter we penetrate into the heart of his country. 

The deep impression which that warm style in your letter makes on 
me it would be vain to attempt to express This, however, I must ndd, 
that I am conscious to myself of a daily applying to the Supreme Source 
of all good for the success and prosperity of yourself and family With my 
best respects to Mrs Graham and children I am with real regard, etc , etc, 

John Fergosson 


No 153 

To J. Graham, E«q 

Camp, Large Plain near Bind Village, 
11 Coss FROM Gatseela Fort 


17th March 176 7 

Dear Sir, 

I last night did my«elE the... of acquainting you that, by means of 
Mogul Ray, Zemindar of Jatbnnie, I bad made my«elf master of the 
strength, situation, etc , of the Zemindar of Gatseela’s army, and had al»o 
been able to plan a route by which I had a good prospect of making my 
way good to ms fort 

In pnr«uanco of this plan, and on strength of intelligence from this 
same person, I understood that a force of about 1! 000 had entrenched them- 
selves and made a parapet of pah«adoes in a plain about 3 co«s from 
Jamhuma, having the channel of a nulla and a jungle in their rear 
Having resolved last nigbt to attack this force at break of day, if possible, 
I set out at one o’clock in the morning, resolving to march slowly and 
circumspectly, it being very clear moonlight, but 'ueb were the length of 
these co-“>es and such the badness of the roads having nil of them in his 
pargana to make them as we marched, and also two considerable nnlhs 
to pass, which they only abandoned as we approached that, instead of 
arriving at daylight, we were only abl» to reach this tanoa of his at 10 
o’clock. The enemy *oon abandoned tbeir post, and betook themselves into 
rile channel* m r rihrinnUr, wsvtba* J Jwluw? «nf -fctnkujr JV.u* Ain* ditawr, 
but we were guarded against this as well as against an ainbo«cade, which 
they bad laid on the banks of a tank to the left of the rear , for having 
examined the ground on all sides, before the on«et, I rc«o!ved to divide 
my force in sneb a manner as to attack them in the«< places at once, 
which I accordingly did, and my force drovo the enemy before them clear 
out of tbo jungle and over a large plain into the v illage of Bind where 
about 200 of them endeavoured to make a stand to no pnrpo-e With 
regard to mj troops, I must say that the seapoys bihavcd very bravely 
bat not like disciplined troops, for that party which 1 sent under the ( 
command of Sergent Ba*combe to storm the nulla in the i angle. 'jroke at 
once, and ran on without keeping any order, and it was with mocb difficulty 
j could kecj the -mall party with myself and with the gnns from mooing 



SIIDKAFCR RECORDS. 


lit 


niter tli* r<*«t Into th<* jungle, when they fonnd there was nothin# to do 
10 tbejentrenehsieot* wtilrEi were abandoned. 

Mogul Kor Las got a c rf at name among the teapoys. The nntnber 
of th* slim on the enemy's u 1*. I have cot been able to learn jet, it being 
in the jangle (hit the exeenlion wa» done ; lot three bead* Late been found 
that lbs gnat tad *hot oft, tat of ray tneo there it not one eo much at 
hart, not even a provincial 

[ Usual Gree‘ing*.] 

Jolts Fkal^ov, who hat an immense headache, 
10 hopes inaccuracies will l-o excused. 


To Jons Graham, E«q 


So. 1 : 1 . 


Calcutta, 

IfM Match 1767. 


{Received 10/A March 1767.) 

Sir, 

I hivo received yonr favor of the 9th inslant, and baro ordered a 
letter to be written to the Zemindar ot Tamloolc in consequent of 3 oar 
representation, which I shall enclose to jour. 

None of the Con ij a rail ryots Into jet been to complain to me, and 
joa may l»* assure! that had any complaint* b»cn made, I would first have 
inquired whether they had represented their case to jour, beforo 1 would 
Uavo when tho least cognuanco of It 

Yon may tale Calcutta tn your way if agreeable, and I shall bo 
glad to havo an opportunity of a conversation with you. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

liumblo Servant, 

JJ. VERBLffT. 


No. 155. 

To J. Graham. 

Calcutta, 
19/ A March 1767. 

Sir, ‘ . 

llaving yesterday learnt that some of tho Cossijurah riots wero at 
Calcutta, I had three of tnem brought to me this morning, and ordered 
them to return immediately to lay their complaints before you. 1 have 
sent a peon along with them to seo that they do not triflo with ns. 

lam, etc., 

Claud Rcssell, 

( Collector General ) 

Last year tho Raja asked from the Ryots as Mungun 

1 annas for Itega amounting to Stcca ... Rs, 12,000 

This year ho Las taken from some 6, from some 5, 

amounting to Sicca ... ... „ 10,000 
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No. 156 

To J. Gkahak 

Damp at toe Village Coodkla 

- 19th March 1767. 

Dear S/r, 

I did myselE the pleasure oE addressing you yesterday on the event of 
dmmg the enemy out oE their tanna, as it is called, and taking possession 
oE the village of Bind This rooming, at brad daylight, ire marched 
hence, and 1 went abont three-quarters of a coss uninterrupted, hot on 
arriving at the village Manddackura, intelligence arrived from the front, 
that the jangle in the front af the village was spread over with cbewars, 
on which £ baited a IiUle, an 1 ordered onognn and a small party of sepoys 
to advance, dispersing the whole in such a manner as to be able to support 
that party or to detach to rear or flanks, according as the enemy might 
make tbeir appearance On seven rounds of grape and two or three 
platoons from the sepoys, they retired, having indeed fir«t endeavoured 
to alarm tis on all sides hnt to do purpose, as their shot from the jangle 
would not reach, nnd they would not come in sight Dnnng this short 
skirmish one seapoy received a shot through the nm*c!es of the thigh 
Timling tho enemy determined not to maintain am bittl* with n« 1 im- 
mediately dispo«ed my troops to maintain i running fight, nnd march 
pretty smartly at the same time, by strengthening my rear, ordering 20 
sepoys on each flank, and endeavouring, bnt to no great purj o«e, to flank 
the whole with my provincials However, we succeeded very well, keeping 
the enemy «o much at lm, that they were not able to make any impre««ion 
on any qnarter, though they repeatedly atferoj ted if, especially in tho rear. 
They indeed wounded five or six clicwan and ratnp adherents on our side, 
nnd a fino old fellow of a hor«eaiin of Govindram’s had his leg broke hv 
a matchlock ball winch I have «ct ogam, nnd I hope will do well, though 
tho doctor will say that a gnn shot wound and froctnro n a very difficult 
case Thus we maintain for three coss. when we arrived at « verv large 
plain, well watered, near a village named Chonkla, where I had before 
planned to halt, ns thorn avas no other halting place within 5 cosj Hero 
we have tho enemy alongside of os in tho jongle, bnt they. darn not coin© 
oot, though wo have distressed them greatly by taking possession of four 
fine tanks in this | lain, and guarding them in such « manner that they 
cannot grt n drop of water tut nt the hazard of their lives, though it is 
the only water within 3 CO*s by my intelligence To-morrow 1 j ropove 
marching in the same manner, by which we’ll be on the avay half tho day, 
it being 5 jungle coss. 

[ Usual compliment* j 

S o'clock ntykt. J. runcts-ov 


To J Giutuu, Emj 

GATSrKl * I ORT t 
22n t Ifjreh 17i7 

Sir. 

1 1 R\e now the pleasure to acquaint you that 1 am In f«w*r*s»en nl 
0*t«vhi tort, af(er haring fongl! my way Jo it for 1C com ihruiiAb* »1 fk 
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jangle, where tbo enemy took every method of interrupting onr imrcb, 
except that of a drawn battle, which they only attempted in their intrench- 
raent near the ullage of Pam abont 4 co«s from Jambume, the first day 
that we attache 1 them from their strong intrenchrncnt there nod from tho 
channel of a nolla in tbo jangle to the rear of it , we soon drove them, and, 
fan all tho inarch hither, thpy never attempted to make a stand in other 
places, tm til to-day ns wo approached their forL 

Daring the march I soon saw that if we halted always on their ap- 
proach th t onr march would bo greatly interrupts! and tedious I there- 
fore resolved to strengthen my front and rear considerably, and flank the 
whole on eich side, and to march on without ever lulling, leaving to the 
rear guards to maintain the engagement with tho enemy, and proceed at the 
same time, taking care to reinforce them if pressed hard from tne main body, 
and I believe I owe inr success to that resolution 

^e^terday n 'ikiel arrived from him who said he was sent to make the 
Raja’s acknowledgment, and setle for tbo rent On questioning him I found 
that he was emj owered to give Its 5 000 to buy mo and my army off from 
proceeding anv farther. 1 his not being business, I oxplained to him for 
what purpose I was come end told him that if his remmdar would pay tho 
Company Bnch a vearly revenue that I would forgive him notwithstanding 
his great fault. He immediately deepalche 1 people to the Zemindar, who 
returned no answer, and accordingly we proceeded On this day’s march 
they fought very warmly showing themselves a good deal first id front nnd 
then in the rear, but were not able to make any impression About 9 o’clock 
we made his fort, which we found in flame-*, and his j eople all round in 
small parties, in the jangle on the outside to attack as m the rear, but finding 
that we discovered them by a gnn and a company being sent against them, 
the people within abandoned the fort by a gate to which I judge 1 it im- 
prudent to send any part of my forces, as tho smoke of the fire blew directly 
on it 

Notwithstanding that the fire had destroyed the most valuable things of 
which there must have been an immense quantity yet we arrived time 
enough to save n great quantity of grain, which gives me great satisfaction, 
as otherwise we should have been in distress soon for want of provisions 
as they have burned^ their villages as well as fort on the way. 

The Raja, with a numerous, though vanquished army, has retired into a 
bill abont a co«s distant, he having guards all tho way to the fort on every 
side in tho jungle so that if will reqmre your orders towards my coudoct- 
log myself properh in what remaius to be done There are none of the 
Zemindars along with me who will undertake the charge of tins pnrguna, 
notwithstanding (from the froward, any barbaroos conduct of the Run- 
away) the probability of gaming over the country people From his 
nephew I have not so much as heard, thoagh One would imagine he ought 
to nave endeavoured to conciliate my favour so I can be no judge whether 
be is in any respect equal to the charge I shall therefore expect your 
orders respecting the settlement of the | nrgnna while, in the meantime 
I shall lose no ftvourable opportunity wbich may offer, whether to 
distress tho enemy or to make an advantageous setlement for the Company 
if this fool should rej ent of his obstinacy 
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Daring the whole mmjli there was killed onelildir and one chewar 
of the Jatbuiue Zemindar’s one horseman shot through the leg and the leg 
broke, 5 sepoys wounded, of which three is slight and two shot through the 
innscles of the leg by hall one of which is my orderly, who poor tel low, 
got it to day wlnle close by rae In this day’s engagement he bid a 
pieco of cannon planted m the jungle flanking the road, but it did no 
execution, the shot flying too high 

It now remains to excuse mvself for not writing before , the reason 
was that I could get none of the Zemindars to undertake conveying it 
safe, and on that account 1 desisted This goes by means of the Jathunie 
Zemindar, who, if be bad behaved all along as be did the first day, I 
should have recommended 

ft Compliments ] 

J Fbrqusson 


No 158 

To J Gpaham, Esq 

Gatsbela Fort 
22nd March 1767. 
Sir, 

I last night did myself the pleasure of addressing . on the event of 
taking possession of G itseela Fort, bat as there is some difficulty m conveying 
intelligence it is possible it may not reach I deem it proper to write 
this be sent by another channel, n» , of the Jambnme Zemindar, as yes- 
terday’s was of the Jatbnmea 

In yesterday’s letter I gave a full nccoont of our march, etc, and 
the taking possession of the Fort Hof ing that letter reached I shall only 
here say that after forcing oar way 26 co9s through a thick janglo we at 
last reached his fort, which the enemy abandoned after very little resis- 
tance, but setteng it on fire 

The most valuable effects in the Fort with which it abounded arc all 
burnt However I have the pleasure to tell yon that wo were able to 
save a great quantity of grain which to me is a princqal article, as other 
wise I should soon have been olJi^ed to abandon* iny conquest for 
want of provisions, for on my inarch they homed their ullages, so that 
we had no supply since leaving Jambame We should have 6een able to 
have extinguished the fire bad there been water in the Fort, bnt thero 
are on only some small ponds, I think draw well«, which were scarce suffi- 
cient for the purposa of quenching Ibe thirst of oar army, having mirchot] 
a coss and a half without water. This day I send n parly of se-i[ oya into 
the jungle about a mile with the cattle to a fine tank of water, as the 
enemy have a strong guard there, and also one hundred coolies with two 
bandies slnng for a supply In last night's letter, I acquainted yon of my 
manner of marching, by winch means 1 sated my men greatly, ha*wg 
lost from the wholo only two, a chewar and bildar, and ifivo *ea{ oys, anil 
about 20 other adherents wounded 

I ehall now make it my bnsiness to explain to you, ns far os I can my 
sentiments on the head of rcsotlmg tins porgnna 
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It u my opinion that this runaway Zemindar ought by no meins to bo 
harkened to if ho shoo! ) propose the largest term« because there is no 
dej endence to bo put in him he paying no regard to trebles , nay, did 
he give hostages, it would find 1 im no further tlnn when he i« immediately 
awed bj a force. He also is a great nuisance to his neigh! ours constantly 
disturbing them, so that it would not bo i popular step in tho 13 es of tho«o 
who haie not only setled f>r their own country, but nbo helped to reduco 
him Moreover, by nil account I hear he is such a barbarous monster, that 
he is ty no means to be countenanced by a civilised nation, that is, if the 
current reports arc true 

Trom allowing the neighbouring Zemindars to talk over the mitter in 
my presence, without seeming to take any notice I find tint the most 
probable method 18 that of setting up bis nephew, ns be will be able to 
detach n great man), if not all from bis ancle If ho should be able to 
detach all, as they si) there is a very great chance for, then he will also 
answer the Company a demauda without any further trouble , but if he 
should not be, then a f arty of my force will be necessary to support his 
party till he gains strength Should this nephew be unwilling or un- 
able to form any party, and to pay a proper revenue then l believe, 
nar, I know that Mogul R03 of Jntbuma will un lertake to pay the 
Company’s revenue and retain the pnrgnna if supported by a small party 
of sepoy s to garrison the fort, but whether he x* more ambitious than wise 
I can’t aaj 

Our Midoapore Zemindars all say that they would not take a present 
of the country, «o that there 13 only one other alternativ* and that a poor 
one for the Company that of levelling the fort and burning and de troying 
his country m terrorem to oar other new subjects nnd j roceeditig to the 
reduction of the remainder of the Tanun and then if j on judge proper, to 
return nnd lay on the country in such a manner as to of lige the heads of it 
to abandon their infatuated master 

Tbu*>, Sir from being on the spot I have presumed to declare my sen 
timents freely for thongh his army cannot withstand mine, vet they 
are numerous, and I dare say against people of their own casle would still 
endeavour to maintain the country If I can obtain any intelligence I 
shall not fail to distress them still in their larking holes if I can do it* to 
advantage If I can find the channel of intelligence to nnd from son can 
be carried on easily yon may depend on hearing from me daily, but, if 
difficult, only on extraordinary occasions 

• [Compliments j 

John reiiausaov. 


No 159 

TO J G BAH AM 

Gatsekla Port 
24l7i March 1767 
Sir 

I did irysel! the pleasure of addressing yon twice from this place to 
inform you of my conduct etc , on the march, and sncee«s against the fort 
as also freely communicating my sentiments on the head ot reselling the 
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pnrgann, which 1 hopo 3 on will not ho dispensed nt In consequence of 
farther intelligence and distant nogocintion with the countrj peo| le, and 
of having former!) consulted jou hs head, l hivo now taken n 1 older step, 
nc , tlmt of sending mj pnrwnna to his nepfaow, who resides nt Rurrn Boion, 
mviting htra to come «nd tvko tho ntirgnnp From me, nmt piy a just revenue 
for it to the Cotnpui) , that I made him tho first offer on account of his 
connection, hot notwiihstanding, if lie would not paj as largo a revenue 
as any other that lie eboul i not have it 

This step I took in con«c(jnenco of assurances from the country people 
l»y means of neutral jersons who attended mo that, if I set np the neplew 
for Zemindar, the) would ull abandon the Runaway and contribnto iheir 
utmost towards enabling the new Raja to answer oar demands 

I hope, therefore, that yon will approve of the step I have taken, as 
by tbo uncertain!) of the channel of intelligence remaining uninterrupted, 
nay, that is so now, the Wailing for vonr orders would occasion a great 
lo«s of time, especially as I believe that, when a now ftnja is sot np, ho 
will require our ire«encc for some short time Tn hopes that you will 
approve, I shall exject your answer containing full instructions regarding 
the transacting this affair as jou would wish it to he doDe 

With respects and conq liments as usuul, I remain with real regard 
fair 

Your most obedeut and mo"t humble Servant, 

J Feroussov 


To John Graham, Esq 


No ICO 


Sir, 

According to your de"ire I enclose you n 
Tamlook, which I hope may bavo a proper effect 


Calcutta, 

2Sth March 1767 
{Heed 26th do) 

letter for the Zemindar of 
upon him. I am etc 


H Vbbelst 


No lbl 

To Claud Russell, Esq , 

Collector- General, 


Midnapore 


2 5! A March, 17G7 

Sir, 

Ihaverec’ed your favor of the 13th and ]9th instant with tho last 
arrived the Gossijurah Ryots As I am now however on [the eve?J of 
my departure, I have only been able to di "course with Mr Vansittart on the 
snbjeet of ibeir Complaint" The circumstances of them will be most 
particularly enquired into from the ryots themselves by that gentleman, 
and he will advise you hereafter. 
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Ha wop this day deliver’d over to Mr Vansittart charge o£ the 
Factory, I have the honour to transmit you enclosed a General Account 
current of the Revenues to the end of the month of February When 
money has been collected siaco will bo brought to account in March, 
to transmit 50 a further nn aceoont of tbo Tesbkces settle! 
for the districts in the Western Jangles that have already submitted to 
1 ercusaon’s part} you will observe thereby that there has been n largo 
increase obtained when compared with their former pesk— I should still 
hope that we need only consider this settlement m the .. - .work, which 
may be in tune improved and produce a very handsome [revenue?] 

Some time on Saturday I shall hope to bavo the pleasure of paying 
yon my re pects in person , In the interim 1 am, etc 

[Jons Giuiuii] 


No lb2 

To George Vav^ittabt, Esq 

Gatseela Foi-t . 

28tA March 1767 

Sin, 

My ad Iressing yon on this occasion is in consequence of a letter of 
Mr Gr iham’i l earing date the 23rd in«tint which I have this day received 
desinn" that after the 24th you should be addressed on all pnblic subjects, 
as yon I > tint time won) 1 have the charge of the Province Permit me. 
Sir, before I enter on the head of 1 usine«s tbo’ a stranger to your 
person to congratulate 30 a on tins occasion and to offer my best wishes 
that von may bo happy and successful Allow me also to hope that if (as 
shall be my constant endeavour), my conduct while under you should be 
inclinable to your sentiment**, that you will bestow on me some slnre of 
that favour which I so amply experienced under Mr Graham My letters 
dated 22 nd, 23rd and 24th and addressed to Mr Graham in his { ublich. 
capacity, 1 acquainted him of our success in this purgana and al«o tint 
after I hod taken po«ses*»ion of the Tort, 1 had, in consequence of being 
pretty well acqoamte i with his sentiments before, sent my perwanna to the 
nephew promising him the pnrgana if ho woold pay a yearly revenue to 
the ( ompmy for it 

I had intelligence that the former Zemindar had gone to some d stance 
and found the country jeople deposed to remain qmet under any Zemindar 
that should bo appointed I on that account avoided proceeding to any 
othor part of the purgana in a hostile manner, being well assured that the 
Zemindar is so far deserted by his subjects as that he cannot pretend to act 
in an offensive manner However if intelligence that can be relied on 
should put it in my power to make an immediate attack on him, I certainly 
will not omit it The messengers who were -sent to his nephew and only near 
relation— at present a resident in the Burra Boioon Pnrgana— are not yet 
arrived, and if they were I am at a stand until yonr instructions arrive. At 
the same time that I will presume with you, according to the indulgence 
of the former < bief, of making an advantageous setlement for the l om- 
pany, when it appears that I should not bear in the interim The only 
distress which we feel here is sjmpitby for the few of ns who suffered in 
tbe different «kirmisbe», whom I would willingly «end to Midnapore, could 
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I do it without a strong detachment, ns I have neither medicines nor timo 
to attend to them j roperly tn) self Provision*, that i<? rice dal, and salt, 
we havo sufficient for 12 months, but nil *be ghee was burnt in the general 
conflagration we found the lort in, and which we could not extinguish for 
want of water 

I am, Sir, 

lour mo«t obedient most humble «cr>ant 

John Tebccs^on 


&o 1C3 

To Georoe Vansittart, Esq Resident at Midnaporo 

Gatsfrla Four 
29/A Jlfareh 1767 

Sir, 

I )c«torday did mjself the pleasure of addressing you bnt as a 
circumstance oE great importance, ns to me it np| ears, has since happened, 
I have not a moment delayed communicating it Sir co in) Iming token 
possesion of the Port I hire erar loved all »nj time m detaching the 
country people from the rebellions Zemn dar, anu m getting intelligence 
where ho had absconded himself in which I was so succe«sfnl that lie 
not only deserted by the greater j art ol his people, but that I also got 
exact intelligence whero he was and some of Ins own subjects to under- 
take to guide my forces to him I had no sooner brought matters to this 
crisis but, I immediate!) detached one Sergeant, one bnbadar, 4 Jemadars 
110 rank ond filo, 100 Chewars last night who surprised him took him 
prisoner, ond are now arrived in the 1 ort Tbo resistance they met with 
iu consequence of my prior negocutions was trifling only one sepo) and 
some cbewars wounded 

My not being on the spot and the Sergeants authority not being 
so weighty, induced the sepoy to break through the orders they were 
eojoin d in regard of plandcr, bo that his wealth aod effects 

I am etc , 

John Ferqdssov 


.No Jf.4 

To Georob Vansittabt Esq 

Tout "William 
30tA March 1767 
( Recened 1st April } 

Sis, 

You will please to order up to the Cantonments at Daukypore the 
Grenadier Companies of the Pargannab Battalion of sepoys stationed at 
Midoapore 

I am etc, 

H Verelst 
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No 165 

To Georoe VASairrArt, Esq, Resident at Midnapore 


( ALCCTtA 

2nd April 1767 


Sip 

Yoor letter of the 25th oltirao dueJy came to hand. May jour now 
re«tdenco answer vour most sanguine expectations, and ho assured of my 
inclination to contribute to it all in my power 

Your intended circuit thro’ the Provinces under jour charge is 
necessary on many accounts, and I recommend tho ryots particularly to jour 
attention when distance from tho Fountain’s head makes them the more 
liable to oppre«ston 

I am likewise favored with yoor letter of tho 27th ultimo Your 
enquiry into tho complaints of the Cossijurtfh ryots is verj satisfactory, 
and alto’ I had discoursed with the Governor upon the subject I delayed 
sending yon any directions, in consequence unttll I bad an opportunity of 
receiving further lights from Mr Graham 

It would seem then tho Mangon was only an expedient to enabling the 
Raja to pay off sorao old private debts and lias probably Fully answered the 
purpose We may connive at but cannot avowedly coumenance such an 
inposition, and yon will bo pleased to acquaint the Raja that it is expected 
there will be no necessity for renewing it next year Had it arisen from our 
over rating tho rent, it would then have been our business to interfere to 
relieve both the Raja and tho ryotts 

As to tho 2nd article, if you find that the Batta of 3J annas per sicca 
rupee is higher than ho accounts for to the Company, the excess must be 
allowed to the ryotts id their future payments and henceforth the Raja must 
regulate his demands by the Batta established at your Factory by the 
Governor and Council 

Tho three heads of the Mahtors yon recommend must at all events be 
continued as most tl?o other two, even if they are of two or three years 
standing These money exactions are bnt a Lad system at any rate but 
there is no remedy without^ making a fair hnstabood, which both the Raja 
and Company will bo equal/ averse to However it is on object I have in 
viow, as I am convinced it will be for the interest of the Company, and at 
tho 83me time relieve the poor ryots from many oppressions ' 

I beg yon will order the ryots to their respective homes acquainting 
them that yon will hear no Farther complaints but in making yonr circuit 
It is a maxim with these people to be clamorous on a change in the ad- 
ministration with or without cause 


I am, etc 
Claud Russxll 

(Collector General) 
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To George Vansittart, Esq 


No. 166 


Calcutta 


blH, 


4th April 1767 
(Received 5lh April 1767) 


1 have received yonr letter of the 27th of last month, and approve of 
your making the Circuii of the Midnctpore and Jelhsore Provinces If the 
«ame was done ever} year it would certainly redound to the advantage of 
the t ompany, ns well as to the ease of the Ryots 


Nothing particular occurs to me at present Should anything strike 
me by and by, I will mention it to you 


I am, etc , 


B Verelst. 


No 167 

To George Vanbittart, Esq 

[No Address] 

4th April 1767, 

Sir, 

Yonr favour of the 27th and its duplicate airived yesterday os also your 
letter of the 28t b this day Fear having kept the nephew from appearing 
while his uncle was at large has hitherto retarded the reselling of the coun- 
try, but since the event, some of the chiefs of the country have gone to in- 
vito him, and I expect him daily I mn pretty certain that there only want 
the naming of a new Zemindar to induce tho majority to make their sub- 
mission, and if any at that time. . . obstinate, I sbnll according to your 

orders ...... them, Rod leave the purgnna at the devices of whosoever 

shall he appointed. 

A journal of my proceedings I bavo up to this day, but my compass 
vent wrong tho 2nd day’s march to this Fort, I having it In my hand to 
observe our course, when the enemy set on us, and my needle, from tho 
firing, 1 think it mod be, flow off its axis This will in future make mo 
very imperfect in the conrae, and tho want of a set of mathematical instru- 
ments renderB me incapable of making charts. 

This Tort is situated on a plain surrounded with jungle Its area nearly 
1,158 square feet Jt has a rampart of \erj {>ad earth or rather grate/, 
and of course, a had ramf art, ns the gravel doe3 not stick , but the ditch is 
excellent, being forty-two feet wide and 18 feet high to the level without 
The principal gate is on tho north side near the N E angle ; for there is no 
bsetion, and there is a small gate in the same manner near the 8 W angle 
The bridge over the ditch to both of these gates is a set of trees laid hon- 
ton tally, and covered with earth They broke part of each on oar approach, 
but, TtsoUing not to hold out, repaired it again with planks Without the 
principal ditch is n very largo esplanade in which was the byear and several 
dwelling house*, and this again was surrounded by n ditch nbont seven feet 
wide and four feet deep W ithin the very centre of the Fort was the Zo* 
mindnr’a particular dwelling hou*e, surrounded bj a verv high and thick wall, 
being to the north and «onth, 2F8 bj 240 feet to the east and west, esj tonade 
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am! all There are only three inUry draw well*, lut to tie north-west, with- 
out the limits of the lower ditch two targe tank* 

Tins Into 1 en leiroured to answer loth jour letter* Lot me only add 
that with tins I send a return of mj detachment That I will make it m\ 
Tjimnpss t) attend to all sour instructions, and infumi jon of every ctreum 
stances here, and that 1 am 

bir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

J Fitropssos. 

P S — As yon mil observe, I talk of the Hnji’s dwelling, bysir, etc 
4n tl e perfect tcn«e, as they are all burnt and don’t now exist 


No 1C# 

To GiconoE VAvsirrAtiT, Esq 

l.ATSEFLA ForiT 
5 th Apr, 1 17G7 

Sir, 

Yonr favour of the 1st arrived hero yesterday, and your order 
regarding the Zemindars shall bo paid the greatest Tegard to as soon ns 
circumstances which you could not foresee admit of its being pat into 
execution that is as soon ns the vehicle and bearers can be had to convey 
tbo old man, for he can’t ride, and as soon is a bamm (tie) can be got to 
prepare for lum the necessary sustenance, for since bis arrival ho has bad 
of his only one slave boy and lias hid F is victaals dressed some tunes by 
one jemtudar bimin and sometimes by another’s This I hope, will bo 
a sufficient plea for n daj or twos delay in which time I shill be able, I 
expect, to s°nd btm off according to order Hitherto his effects has been 
locke 1 np in one of the bou«es where I live nnder doublo centenals, but 
now I shall break them up pnd send you an inventory of them 

"When my perwnna reached the nephew where ho resided it gave him 
greit satisfaction Ho accordingly made prepirations departing d rcctly, 
but when ho was about to set out be found h mself detuned by Endergeet 
Zemindar of Aditbhoom on frivolous pretences This Zemindar being 
a friend of the uncle’s, bad been often applied to by him to make away 
with the net hew, bnt all ho could obtain from him was a promise that he 
would detain the nepl cw in such a manner that ho would not disturb him 
However it is tbo opinisn of the black people hero that ns soon as the 
rjots Bnd snrdars, 3 of whom i sent on tbo event of the Raja being taken 
arrive that the Endergeet will rot only set him at liberty, but also conclude 
a sort of alliance with him such as existed with tbo uncle 

Motives of jnsticr, cqualtj with political ones, induce 1 me to have a 
little pnticnco with this candidate, as ho is the heir, and of course lias the 
best title provi led he acknowledges the (ompmy, and m the better lit ht 
as ho is the most desirable to the rjot* for of all tho«e whom I have as yet 
mentioned none proposed another but after saying tbit whoever 1 get up 
would be agreeable, they added that if left to their choice the nephew ‘ 

, Captain Upton’s letter convinces me that he has not given up the point 
regarding Chatinab He seems surprised that 1 should not immediately 
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contemn the orders and information of ray Chief so clear]/ and distinct!/ 
expressed, on account o£ his assertions and because Lieutenant ( inter 
happened to come that wny in the course o£ his survev,* as if the (hieE 
of Midnnpore was not a proper judge of the limits o£ his own Province, 
than n young gentleman about a year in the country, who is ordered on a 
survey, I suppose because he knows the use of Gunter’s chain and the 
theodolite, ana perhaps is an excellent hand at chart* He talks of dispute* 

I cannot conceive whit in the disputing stile he » ould pick m my letters, 
and if it 13 a matter to be settled by the Governor, for I can’t conceive how 
Mr Sykes should be joined with him in that affair the sooner the better, 
as I, notwithstanding Captain Upton’s caveats and Irten tenant Corler'a 
mensurations, hue adhered to my first settlement with the Gb'iinah 
Zemind ir, and there 19 actually some, revenue arrived from bun in the 
'lanna of Bulramporo Yonr orders on this head 1 11 expect in your next, 
for I know tny duty too well to pay attention to any other quarter, uole*a 
immediately from the Governor of Tort ‘William One small tuvonr I must 
request from you and that is a small quantity of paper, ns the sufply I 
brought from Mldnapore is almost expended 

Mr Peiarie’s chit I received, but ns nil the monthly bills were gone 
some days by a circar, his letter is in effect answered 

I am, etc , 

J Fergcs«ov 

P S —I have just received intelligence that Konudah, the nephew, will 
arrive here to-morrow morning — J F 


To Geobce Valbittaiit, E*q 


No 169 


Oa^cuttv 
7th April 1767 
(JteccJ 8th Af rtl ) 

Sib, 

l hnve received yonr favour of the 5th Tbo r >th road of the Mahtootf 
thnt yon have abolished in conseqoence of mr letter of the Snd I suppose 
was of n very late date Yon will oblige mo with it* partvculnr aj pellatioii 
So far from making promises to tho Co*syorah ryotU while they 
were at Palontta, 1 would not even bw whnt they hid to .ay ns in my 
absence I would discourse every com plaint, but •thro the channel of the 
Resident 1 wonld not even see them, but while I con Id put ihe letter for 
Mr Grahnm into their hands with « general e«*t.rarice that le would 
inquire into tb*ir grievances I coaid wish therefore, tho heads of them 
had a i ubhc chastisement for their assertions 

1 I am, sir, (etc J, 

Claud Itr8«KLL, 
(Collector General) 


• On J.ou»ry lit, J767 Kennetl 
the third of his faor «*m»t*ots. 
p. 80 

f Milbsut , 


srpolnled barreycr-Generti, end Carter *•* 
£oo L« To iche JovrnaU of Major Jamtt 1 tmtll 
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No 170. 

To Ororcc Vasmttart, Fsq. 

(Point* nr Trapf) 
Fort William : 
April 8th, 1767 
(/.Vrn/. lUh April), 

i'ifi. 

We lino received your letter of the 1st instant, desire you will tako 
charge of the Sociotys' *aft a* soon ns it is trin*portel lli« Anundpore by 
tho contrictor, but ns wo imagine Us being immediately disposed of might 
mterfero with oar sales at Patna, ns the bepiries nrry it through the 
Jungles into tho Debar Province, wo mast request yon will « ut our further 
orders before you m tho nny sales, exc< pt for iho supply of tho Miduaporc 
and Jeltnsoro Provinces Tho quantity that yoo dispose of for tho consump- 
tion of these parts you will p!ca«o to recoivo tho Daxar prices for. 

We are, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant*, 

Joint Cartier, 

Claud Russell, 

Trio. Ivelsall, 
Charles Flover 


No 171 

To Geopob Vansittart, Esq 

Tort, Gatstela 
9th April 1767 * 

Sir, 

Permit mo by tins address to acquaint yon that, finding Kunndih on 
his arrival to bo tho proper person for the zeminiary in Us present sitmtion 
and also well disj osed in the revenue affair, I proceeded without delay to 
setlo matters in this purguna Uavmg with great difficulty induced the 
heads who were present lo agree and undertake to assist in collecting the 
sum of 5 500 dormahply ?up->es which they hid groat objections to, on 
account of its exceeding tbeir tnxeem jamna, but at last undertook it. I 
this dny made their favourite Kunudali Zemindar by the name of Jngernnt- 
dol, it being customary to change [names] on like occasions, and made him 
ratify tho setlcment of tho yearly revenue On this occasion I took on m * 
to present him a horse sword, dammas and several othor things that are 
nsu'l I also gave a little philto in a present to an old bnmin, who is consi- 
derable man among the ryots 

I hope this settlement will be lo your mind, ns this much they undertook 
to bo functual in paying of, bot if excotdcd it would depress tho coantry 
people nmJ of course occasion arrears I also sent the former Zemindar 
guarde 1 by two Company’s commandeJ by my Sergeant off for Midnaporo 
■where he will probably arrive tho 13th or 14th at furthest. In a lette^ 
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vrbicti yon "ill receive by lh« hand* of the Snlndar, 1 hope there are unfit* 
ctent and fitisfnctorr rfn«un* for my not immediately complying with the 
tenor of your order. I lm\o in vnro ntteroptod n list of Jus effects They 
con«i«t of j.old lrinkot«, «ilver trinkets and some j hie, bra«s ves«elsaml 
utensils, men nml women's wearing npj arc! ; and the inipliuients of state I 
hire giten tan now Zemindar There were nl«o four Ii 0 r«es nrtd three mare*. 
Ono horre nml ono mure 1 gave ns above Of what remtina and h tolerable 
and 1 i-houli wi«li to keep, the rest either nro or border on titter* Tho 
valuo (according to the estimate t f the circnr peo| lo along with met may 
nmonnt to Its 5,000 odd Tho clothe* which are of hist mine, I shall di<- 
po«o of ns th« y nrn hoik} 1 lie most initial !u things shnll lo deposed of 
when and where yon *h»ll order. 

Having erected tl new Zemindar in the Purcunn and everything weir- 
ing a peaceful nsf ect, J propose as «oon ns the bergeant joins me, 4 day* 
hence, to ect out for Jan|>orB 'Ilnna 

So toon n* tint nupj !y of pnj er arrives winch I requested in my last, I 
shall tic punctual in cominimicatroe to joa every circamstaoca that deserves 
notice In the incintime, I am with regard 

Sir, 

Your most obedient ind humble servant, 

J FeroLssos 


No 172 

To J rerou^o*., Esq 

Fort, Gatsfela 
10M April 17C7 

Sm, 

As 1 nm of my self ly no means n proper judge what to do regarding 
a Circumstance, wbult has occurred since writing to you last night, I do 
not doliy a moment io consult you on tho occasion This morning the two 
revenue j eople who are along with roe acquainted me tbit there were 
three vakiels of MounalV, late one of Kitcheet 1 Phongcdars - arrived with 
a Jailer from their master, and that they earnestly entreated an audience. 
After some doubts, not knowing what their busmen might Lo, I granted 
their request 

Being admitted, the content* of the letter and of their petition imported 
that they applied to me ns the only Company a servant they could have 
acce«* to with any safely on account of the forces in (ursuit of them. 
They proceeded to Mjlnn that loth their masler Hound and Jus Depbew 
and eolegne («c) Monnda deem’d themselves hardly dealt with m being 
drove from their inherit mce, without inquiring info iheir right «etfemenfs, 
that they conceive that the Governor of Bengal is not acquainted with 
them, they request the favour ot on inquiry, in which ca«e they hope 
everything from the known justice of our natron, as they will undertake 
to prove that the Phongedar at { resent suj ported by the Company, his 
Fattier was always snj posed an impostor, and that his rej eated endeavour 
to forcibly to make himself master of Patcbeet being /rin£le«®, and 1 is 
having recourse to negocwtion, they also in that by the jo«tic« of tbeir 


* Panchkot, tee note p 137 


• Faw^dara 
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canao j rcvailed against him nt JIoor*hedabad It was after thc«c repeated 
disappointments that he retired to flnrdwan, where he hegot the present 
Phongedar of Pachect who is his natural son, he not being married to the 
mother, which tbej siy, allowing him to the son of their elder renders 
him claim posterior to others who are lawful offspring of tho same grand 
father, admitting tho impostor’s claim Now, ’as they aro ready to pay 
the Company what tnshees the country affords, nnd in every respect to 
acknowledge the Company, they hope, if they aro allowed an audience 
and enquiry into ther rights and if it ho fonnd that their allcgances are 
founded in troth, that may be re-instated m preference to ono who has a 
remoter connection The former Phongedar will himself on my promise 
deliver himself up to me in order to inquire into the affair. Ins vakiels ore 
ready cither to attend yon or go to Calcutta if allowed od the game subject 
The Phougedar won't ventnre out of the jungle ontill hopes are given 
him, nnd then he will perform hts promises for this country, if ho is 
restored, with great cheerfulness Ibis is tho account of their nddress 
which I heard, nnd told them to Lake care that their master came not into 
the Jltdnapote Province, for that he dt t I must consider him as an enemy, 
that their grievances I would represent, bnt that they in tho meantime 
w»re to hope nothing, and that in four or five days I would give them an 
answer 

I beg. Sir, if in this affair I have acted improperly that you would 
immediately reprove me for it, and of yourself extricate mo without men- 
tioning my inprudence as by that means I shall know how to act on another 
occas on If this is not the case, on 1 there is no impropriety in what I 
have done, pray instruct me how to act 

I am, ele , 

J FEnon'^ov 

P S —I this morning received joar favour of the 8tb 


No 173 

To G Va^SITTART, LSQ. 

GatSeela 

• 10/A April 1767 

Sin, 

I have the pleasure to .send you bj along with the bearer 1,000 
Adad Rupees being tho fhait months Cbasana from those zemindars who 
have already setled 500 of which «ura is cash and 500 bonds of these 
reminders who are along tho bonds I inclose, ns also a Bengal bond If 
by this acctt yon shonld imagine that I advance with too little reserve to 
Govindram, i most take this opportnmtj of acquainting yon that, by his 
own acctt of matters, which yon have no reason to doubt, he is very ill 
used by Keteran Oban, who neither writes a Hir nor sends any money, 
so there is only the alternatives of making them starve . or supplying 
in them The money goes from the Parguna of Bnlrampore ° 

I am [etc ] 

J Fergttssov 




M1DNAPUII RECORDS 


136 


No 174 

To Qforoe Vassjttart, Esq 

Calcutta 
lllJt Apt tl 1768 
Sir, 

J **ayo tad your fivor of tho 1st and tie Ird instant, and I sent back 
tuo Midnaj oro and Jallasoro Vakeels, having first advanced them 200 rupees 
for travelling charges 

1 have likewise received your letter of the 7th with your Treasury 
Accounts for last month and n bill upon tbo Paymaster General for Current 
Rupees 9100 

I entirely approve of yonr continuing to porsno for the present tbo plan 
which you proposo for encouraging the cultivation of raw silk, and if the 
zemindars can bo prevailed on to enter into proper engagements for this 
purpose I think it would ho certainly moro eligible than granting new 
talukdaries , in the interview any oSers which may be mado to mo here 
shall only be accepted of provisionally as you desire 

Your settling the terms in proportion to the quantity of ground will 
certainly prosper as well us the means you proposo for encouraging the 
ryots to nndertiko this business , however, as it is probable they will soon 
become sensible of the advantages arriving from this method of cultivation 
I fancy there will bo no necessity for continuing these indulgences after n 
few examples may have prodaced this effect 

In your intended visit to the Pnrgaoahs, 1 would chiefly recommend 
you to inform yourself if the people labour from tbo oppression of zemindars 
or otherwise, and which are the most likely means to redress their 
grievances, also what parts will best admit of the cultivation of Mulberry tree 

etc , and it ... .. swamps and jnnglo grounds which may without 

mneb difficulty be cleared or drained or if any other means should occur 
to yon of increasing the (’ompany’a revenue without oppressing the ryots, I 
desire you will commumcato them to me 

I am etc , 

Richard Beciier, 

Collector General 

No 175 

To Claud Russell Esq 

Collector-General . 

SIlDNAPORB 
13th April 
Sir 

Enclosed is a letter which I received then from the Tahsildar of 
Cossijorah whereby it appears the Ryots are sett of again for Calcutta. In 
the perwanah it was written with a view to the ease of the Ryots the 
Slahtoot of Permanid Gosaeen and the Man hereby abolished in 

future nothing is to be collected or . . . ... .. i 
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So. 176. 

To Gior.ae Vansittart, Epq. 


Sift, 


Undated j 

[lieceited 13th April, 1~G7.] 


I matt begin ifcw addre«s by requesting that yon will not take ami«s 
my having delayed putting in execution jour order wJiich was not provisional, 
and I am the rather induced to hope this ns sentiments of pure companion 
induced me so to do. 

The old Zemindar was only this day tolerably provided, if 1 may say »o 
much, in servants and a dooley to carry him off. Such was the hatred which 
a)) his servants entertained for him, that they no so oner had pot ont of his 
reach, than they determined never to return, and it was with some difficulty 
that 1 pot new ones for him 

I, this afternoon, send him off guarded hy two companies, commanded 
by my sergeant, and ho will be delivered over to the Company at I'handeepa, 
the lltli current. As this letter goes by the hands of the Sergeant to bo 

delivered to tbe ladsr, l shall say nothing regarding the situation in 

which matter? aro here, as by a letter I shall write this evening you’ll be 
informed much sooner. With regard 

I am etc., 

J. Fehoussos. 


I’ S .— Along with the Detachment, I send two of those who suffered 
most that they may soon recover of their wounds Shall I presume to 
request that yon’/l moke my apology to tbe Captain for neglecting to acquaint 
him of this circumstance t 


No. 177. 

To G. Vaksittart, Esq. 

Bulrampore 1 
13th April, 7767. 

Sin, ’ 

Enclosed 1 scmTyou copies of the several papers which take nny notice 
of th« subject which will more effectually explain the matters than anything 
I could say— They, this moment, arrived and our pike of Chatma, who says 
that his Zemindar has got an army J/>00 strong, nnd that they will all ilia 
sooner than become a part of the Patchaet* Phonsdary I wait not to write 
on any other subject, hut to add that I am ready, with vour order", to defend 

• Pancbkot. “The narae of • mountain in Uaabbom near ttio continence of tbe 
Barakar with tbe Damodar, and of a Iliodu State, tbe capital of which lies behind this 
bill, of great antiquity and extent Pancbkot lay weet of tbo realms of Bistupur and 
Birbbom Tbe word means fifty millions, supposed lo refer to the number of tbe chief 
baiocies and parganas which it dominated, and when the English obtained it in 1760 as a 
dependency of Bnrdwan, by whom it had been conquered, it wae supposed to extend to the 
border* of Cerohrsy ” Oldham: Untorical Flh*«al Afpecli of the Bunltran Biitriet- 
p 18, TV* Grant Vtevi ef lit Fevenvn o/ Bmoal Vtb Parliamentary lteport, 1813. 
Vol 1. p <34 Tortttl: SeUettonn from th» Ktcordi of tht Foreign Departmtnt Vol 12 
pages 602 3. j * 
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Patchaet against tho Nabob and all bis forces — not *tr an upstart Pbousdir. 

With regards. 

I am, etc., 

•J. Frnocsiov. 

No 178. 

To Qroftoe VAv>rrrAitT ( Esq 

’CaLCCTCTA: 

15th April 1767. 

( Heed. 1 6th April). 

Silt, 

I have received your letter with the abstract for March Included ; bat 
ns it is not in the usual form. I send yon one, by which you will bo pleased 
to draw out another abstract and forward it to me. 

I bare ordered a copy of Sir. Motto*#! chart to bo drawn out for you, 
and I depend upon your promise of keeping it to yourself. 

As Mr Ra««cll has now tho superintending of tho Midnnpore Province, 
be will give you directions about tbe treatment of the Gatsecla Itaja, I 
having communicated my sentiments to him herein 

I om Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble serrant, 
H. VXRiLST. 


Abstact or MiDVAfoitR Exrr.ss*s March 1767 

Civil 

Charges Reparation ... 

Charges General ... 

Charges collection etc , etc ... 

Military 

Military 

Seapoya 

Itfiscars 

And so wjib every bead in the 
Military Paymaster’s Disburse- 
ments 

Total 


j 






_ 






1 Mr Thomat Mott e Author of an aecooot of a viait to tho minoa of Onaaa (1766 ) 
Bee Bengal Bait and Present, Vol IV, p 505, for hia career For Mra Motta (Alms Mary 
TouchetJ, the bo bo in friend of the second Aire Warren Hastings, eae Sydney Grier fallen 
of Warren Haiti no a to hit Wife “Mott a tana” in Calcutta commemorates bis memory 
It waa at Motto's iloqga at tlughli. Grand was mimed (10th Jn!y 1777) by tbs Bar W 
Johnson to Noet C. Verlw, tbe marriage baring been pterion sly performed by “the popish 
pnest ’ at Cbandernagore Motte died at Serampore on 29th January 1805, aged 74 
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No 179. 

To Mp VAsanTAPT, Midnipore 

t’At.CCTTt * 

16th April, 1767. 
(/taurttt 17/ A, 1767) 
Sip, 

I have been favoured with jaar letters of the lOthnni l Ith wills the 
March accounts nn 1 tho bill on the Military Paymaster General mentioned 
to be enclosed in the former. 

I hive not vet neon or heard nothing of tho G'ossijnnh rjotts Their 
behaviour is to the last degree involved, and if they do come to me, 1 shill 
immediately return them to Midnapor® tinder a guard with certificates 
of their appearance npon their o-icks, which will bo the mo«t effectual 
method of teaching them better manners for the fntnre 

I know not tho extent of Lieot Ferguson’s orders bnt I suppo^o ho 
has ncted conformably to them in establishing tho Into Zemindar’s nephew 
in tho pergunuah of Gatseela, and settling with him for the revenue, or 
el*e that he wilted to have the sanction of yonr approval In eithor case 
this transaction is very satisfactory 

l am, etc , 

Claud Rd«sell. 

No 1»0 

To G. Vavsittaiit, Esq 

Coakpaua Camp 
18lh April, 1767. 

Sip, 

Having settled matters with zemindar Jugernut Dol, as I wrote yon 
some days ago, and tho detachment wnh Korn bing Do! beiog retnrned to 
Coahpara, which is in the Janpore route, I yesterday set ont for tho same 
place, bnt on onr march, from tho badness of tho road, met with the 
misfortune to break with one of our tumbril wheels, to finish to repair tho 
tumbril, in such a manner as to carry to Janpore, will take five days, 
according to the calculation of the bead carpenter 

1 am fete.,] 

J Fkrgossov 


No 181. 

To G VAN81TTAJIT, ESQ. 

Camp nbar Mo kali 
20//* April, 17C7 
Sib, 

* I am now to acknowledge yonr favors of the 13th and 16th The 
allowance of 30 Its per month settled on the old Zemindar before he left 
the Fort, and I was told that a half month’s allowance had been sent along 
with him and proper number of servants were ordered, but on my more 
particularly enquiring, in consequence of the Sergeant’s report, on his retnrn, 
I found that they had been deficient in both points, on which 1 ordered the 
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remain ler of tiro allowance for one month, and t ho required servants to he 
*ent him directly ; the money 1 fend by bn bearer* 

I nm very clad that tho sum at (resent stif uhtei for the Comfsinr 
pitisGei you, for it n im opinion tint not only this I’urguua, but nl*o al! 
the other*, will at n short j eriod yjel 1 n ion«id< rthle increa«e of revenue in 
c<rtnn circumstance*, which f dare say ^-ou aro well ncjuamtrd with, lot 
which, notwithmndmg, l shall, ns a j>omt of duty, take a pro; er of portnmty 
of placing lefore you 

As to the Binding of Vakeels to Midnapore, tho generality lm« two 
groat oljection* oien to giving an onderstanding person along with me — 
nn^ after long on Insisting upon it, I was obliged to glto it np Their 
objection M the cxpen*o ot maintaining one and they al«o nlle Iga tint 
collecting a tushie* is eo new n thing amongst them tint it emj loys all their 
understanding feojje is yet to ertJi it rqorbly or collect It 

lint bir, if them objections were to be got over winch with a litle 
verb'll uolenco 1 don’t loubl bat might l e done, I, whom you hnvo per- 
mitted to sprnh my sentiments without rciene, ha\o nn objection to tneir 
being sent while 3 remain here n« living common* that tho moment they 
go my influence bore vannhe* ns the) will hope (such is the nature of tho 
pcotlo) to our«et a superior and orders 1 urn ju Ige necessary to give, 
as they imagine 1 do all of my self, without eon«u!ung any other j er«on 
If also I were immediately to return to Midnnporo with my detachment 
when tho rest of the Tanna is setle I, and to bring Vnkcel from each pnrguna, 

I nm pcrsui lei that the greater part of them would run an ay in the rawr 
season, and that we would not rcceiao a rupee more revenue unlill there was 
a contract made with a force in tho cold weather 

If, on tho other hand, it is pernuttel roe to sit down in n centrical place 
las was Mr Graham’s intentions) with in y force for one rains, and by this 
iocan« give mo a m ire immcdMe opportunity of innkiug myself thoroughly 
acquainted with the respective purgiraa*, of putting nn entire stop to all 
robbery nnd theft among tbemsehes and infusing into them a spirit of 
trofllch and merchandising, I maho no doubt of considerably increasing next 
year’s revenue, and of bringing with mo a set of Vakeels so sutBcientfr 
convmeed of the benefit of being attached to tho Company, that they will 
used the almost means to remain so If this matter should appear to you in 
another light, you fcavo only to bmt your opinion, and l tf.tall go all lengths 
to have yonr de«iro complied with 

Tho/xerwauv wluchyou sent inclosed,. I shall send off to day. in the 
manner you direct, that ho may havo tho more time to judge of the matter 
nnd your other instruction* on that subject I shall pay the same obedience to 
The tnmbil being repair’d I this day set out from < boakpara, the 
weather being hot At moonlight I march in the night time At present, 
notwithstanding of which, I hare several sick of fevers, continued and 
intermitting and oho the jiuidice, which I find is owing lo the shocking 
practice the sepojs have («ome I mean) of smocking ganjn opinni especially 
in the warm weather I request the fayor that yon would order Hr Gardner 
to send a good supply of medicines adapted to tbeso diseases and I shall do 
my best in the prescribing way 

I am £ etc .} 

J Fbrgusson 
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To Clacd Rc«scll, E q , 


No 18* 


Colltc la r~ Gtneml 


Mipsapore 


2 2nd April, 1 767 
Sir, 

I have been favoured with your Utter of ..16 As you 

mention, that you know not the extent of Fergus«on’» orders, I imaging it 
wont 1 Ixj n^reeihla to too to havo a copy of them, an 1 I therefore send you 
one «... inclosed, the Settlement of the Rcvenno has been to lurn 

fie is furnished with an Acctt of what the several Pergunnas u^cd formerly 
to ray whin .. •• the subjection of theso Provinces A. hem)* on ihe 
spot, ho is best nblo to inform himself bow much increase may ho levied 
wiibont bten, so harJ nf »n the labtbihats as to give them an will) 
aversion to our Government The principal lm*mess now remaining on 
his hand is the settlement of yonr rergutma*, which nro at f resent in tbo 
possession of the Mohtbonge Raja* and which use merely to pay 2,’iOO Rs 
the old Galsoela Zemindir is nndcr confinement hero anl has an allowance 
from his Nephew of 30 Its jer month I hear nothing further of tbo 
Co*«ijorah ryots, I hope you will urn 1 them back as speedily as possible, for 
th« sea-son tor cultivation is far advanced Their being alio to suj port the 
oxpenco of so many journeys between this and ( ilcotta may be regarded os 
a proof that the oppressions they complained of had not redneed them to 
any great distress 

GtoncE Vansittart 


To G VAvaiTTArT, Esq 


No 183 


Sir, 


[No Date,] 

Iteceieed 2ll7i April 1707. 


I hove received yoars of the 18th on my march hither, which prevented 
me immeliately answering it Permit me to thank yon for the plain and 
unreserved manner in which you correct me, on the head of my letters 
Co assured, Sir, that I look on it as one ot the highest pieces of friendship 
to take the trouble to point out to me any part of my conduct which is amiss, 
as I by that means shall not fall into the error again 

I havo made particnlar^nqmry about large trees this day Ibere aro 
on tho banks of the river several, but they aro of that kind where a great 
number of branches form one trnnk, and, of course, not solid If any of the 
solid wood be found I shall not fail to acquaint yon As to tho gomastah 
and the subject of trade, I shall bo able to satisfy yon fally on that head on 
my return to Batrampore as I have directed tbo several zemindars with 
whom I havo sctled to mako a list of what superfluities they have in their 
country ns also what wants and to send it to mo nt tho Tana 

The Morcbnnge’a Vaklel and other tnounties aro arrived The zammdar 
of Calabria pays his at tan dance twice-* day , and this day, also coma the 
Naib of t-haiscr, the Zemindar Pertab Sing Bez Oamar being dead, and 
the pergnnab In the hands of his widow. Thero are three more, to all of 


Bee note p 152 
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a number of sapoys Slrabet hiring fixed upon this town as hu jlaee 
of rendezToux These circumstance* have gained very little credit with nie 
however, I de«tre you will make a strict inquiry into them, and if they prove 
to be true m any part, that yoa will take into confinement whoever may be 
included within the above intelligence ^ 

I am, etc , 

U VflRfeLST 

No 186 

To 0 Va'.hittapt, Esq 

jANEronc 
28/A April, 1767. 
Sir, 

1 have received both your favours of the 22nd and 24th, the same day 
As Setaram’s people were far from being essentially neces«ary at any 
period except in tno article of show, I immediately, on recept of yoors, 
sent off Govindram and all the people, except 50 and l r i horse In answer 
to your latter favour, I must beg leave to express my obligations to you 
for the fair and explicit manner m which von explain your sentiment# 
Yon convict and overcome me by reason and argument, whereas another 
would bnre told me that I did not see the matter in a right light Now 
I shall proceed on that business, not only a* being my duty and because 
I nm ordered, but also lecau*o I am convinced of the propriety and 
expediency of it. You may, therefore, be assured Sir, no reason frivolous 
or not, shall induce me to defer having vakeels from the respective 
remmdars ready to attend you on your return, taking care to advise you 
from time to time, if Bny obstacle of moment should occur in that affair 

Thcro is already a Collector at Bnlrompur, who was made when I 
get out on the Gatsecla Expedition, and of which 1 advised Mr. Graham 
I shall also, according to your order setle one here, as soon as 1 have 
got them all to agree to an equal revenue for the none of them have yet 
appeared or by any means pretend to act open a hostile plan, hut are 
rather restive in selling However, I am pretty well assured that they 
will come to my terms, and in this belief have discharged the hullocks, 
which carried the Company’s rice, etc , which I sold in the byar, but the 
expense -p/ swjyjng jA three -months fixreeds Aba value of the whole rrwmuWj- 
bly, and J should he glad of your instructions in what manner I am to draw 
and make out that account, pr whether I shall send them to Midnapore, there 
to receive their jayment myself account for all the rice and money 

My best friend and patron, Mr Graham (excuse mo this much Sir, 
for I cannot help writing in this manner of one to whom I am so bound) 
has transmitted me orders to settle the Raipore, etc, districts and tho’ 
he has wrote me that he advised yon, yet I esteem it a point of duty to 
acquaint you also When he wrote, he presumed that the place of residence 
of the detachment after the country was settled would be Bulrampore which 
X look on m every respect as the most eligible place as being centrical 
situated on a river, ana the us ml se3t of the chiefs who subdued the 
j angles. I also ou this occasion transmit you a return of my Detachment 
I am with regard [etc ] 

J Teroussos 
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No 167. 

To Claud Ulssell, Esq , 

Colltrtor-General. 

3RW NACIIOt BA 

lit May 17C7 
fcnt. 

On my arrival In the Rerg of Co<.«ijnrah, number# of Koo«hneshnn# 
crow tie f oftout mi* complaining of the Raja’s having exacted rent from 

them Those ... . . monthlv of land rent free ... 

ha# Iren continual!} receiving addition# and ha# . been 

subjected to any diminution#, )n #o mneb that of 3700 families now contained 

in OoMijura 1*1(10 aro comil of theso peoplo soma oE them Lire 

real snnnuds from former of King#, Nalcb«, or Zemindar* for the vr hole 
ol their po-we^ion#, am! some for part . some have forged themselves 
sannad* and of bom intend they /ad sunnnds formerly but /mve /ost 
them 1) fire, or robbery, or other accidents, and all, when they lad Onca 
j 0 *'e«'rd themselves of any Ian Is whether by grants, or forgery, or bribery, 
or fraud have uevrr failed to combine together to prevent the Zemindars 
from making any resumption# Mr Watts during his residence appointed 
five persons to examine or these Koosbneshun\ nnd Mr Graham added 
another to the number Thc«o persons accordingly made some enquiries 
nnl somt of the Kooshnishuns having been convicted of forgery, tie Raja 
insisted on rents from them lie has not however been regularly authorised 
to do it, nor [have the} greater part of the claims been examined into, 
nor [any] final resolution taken concerning any of them 1 have, therefore, 
added to the numbers of the inomrcrs one person more, whom the 
Koojbnishecns Ihctnselvcs desired and to these several j er?on«, cons sling 
of the tahsiMars, two araeens, the l)c[ aty (’liowdry, the depaly Cauzy, 
nnd the two dtputy Canuongocs I have issued a jervsannv to (he follow- 
ing purpose — “nnd that thoy aro to examine into the cl unis of aff the 
Kooshmshons, that w.iere they ni.nmmou«ly agree concerning the justness 
of any one's ct urn the Raja is to grant him a fresh snnnnd witnessed by 
them, that where they unanimously agreo concerning the injustice of a 
claim they most give a writing to the Raja under their bands and «eala 
permitting him to seize the lands in question , that the IUjt having received 
the said written pcrmi«sion, may seize them, whenever ho pleases, unless the 
possessor will consent to to take n 5 atta, and pay rents 111 the same manner as 
the other Ryots’, that where any one of th? aforesaid persons differ in 
opinion from the rest concerning the justice or injostice of a claim it is to 
be [referred] lo my decision , and that they are to send me a written acct 
of iheir j roceedmgs By this means a considerable quanlity of land may 
be added to the Company’s mulgazarry and there is very little danger of 
any one being deprived of his just rights ...With your fermission, there- 
fore, I shall persne the like method in any pergnnna where the like com- 
j lam ts may be made to me I shall likewise inform myself as perfectly 
as possible of the number of Koosbi«bnos m every [pergonuah,] and it may 
herealter be worthy of consideration whether a great part ol those who 
have Sunnnds onj.ht not to be sabjected to the payment of some rents 
•• half of vvbat is pud by the other Ityots 


1 K1 ushiDiibm (Pnee) 
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The Co«Mjaruh people are still m Calcutta to the [nnrrber] o r alont 100, 
and 1 am apprehenMre tmat their nbscnco he tho means of preventing the 
cnlusation of about 2,000 of arablo land 

[G Vavsittart.] 


No 188. 

To Tnr IIo\’bie IURRT Verelst, E q . 

Omkrcft • 
5th May 1767 


Don’rle Sib, 

I was favoured with yonr letter of the 28th of last month, an I imme- 
diately dispatched two or threo people as privately ns possible into the 
pergnna of Peta«poro to inquire tho circnmstances which hid been represen- 
ted to yon— folly resolved in case of confirmation of them to have sent n 
military force and seized tho Moratta Aom[hJ —and asery one oNo con- 
cerned, Lot they proved upon [mqoiry] to bo in every particular entirely 
ground less / 

Should yon in conrso of yonr negotiations with the Morttbis havo any 
opportunity to obtain Pitaspore for tho Company, permit mo to request yon 
will do it Wo might in exchange, givo them Doloorichonr 1 , the only [ or- 
gana wo possess to tho S ward of the Subanrika 2 Wo should gam eomo 
advantage by tho bargain in point of a aloe, and it wonld besides render otir 
tentorics on this sido more compact and *ave as a number of disj ntes 

1 nm, Ac , 

[G. Vansittart ] 

No 188 A. 

To Mb Geoege Vansittart, at Midnapore 

(Committee of Trade ) 

• Poet W iluak 

May bth, 1767 

, » (Heed Silt May ) 

Sin, 

We havo received yonr letter of tho 26th ultimo If yon find that 
it will not be possible to prevent tho Bapancs who trade towards Patna 
getting salt in a clandestine manner, wo desire in such case that yoa will 
supply them with that article from the Society’s golabs at Anundf ore 
We nro, etc , 

J Cartipr 
Claud Russell 
Charles Tloter 


, ‘ Bbeloraebsr (Price ) 
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No. 189. 


To Mu George Yansittart. 


Calcutta. 

7th May 1767 
(Reed <*lh May ) 

Sir, * 

I have been favored with your letters of the 22nd ultimo and 1st 
instant, 1 am obliged to j on for the copy of Lieut Ferguson s instructions 
The enquiry yon hive ordered into the pretensions of the Koosbms- 
hnn’s is aery right and proper If it this Rajah’s province and not the 
Residents to grant the fresh snnnnds, I can think of no amendment nod 
yon will be so good as to person the samo method in the other | urgnnnnhs 
The subjecting such as are furnished with real sannnds to the payment of 
rents would I feir, be an innovation that would draw on ns an odium for 
a very inadequate advantage 

I have had peons out on the watch, and t am as«nred the Co«sijarnh 
ryotts era returned They neter adventured to appear before roe, hat once, 
when I selected four for pamsbment, they found means to walk off, and 
I never laid my hands upon them afterwards 

I am, etc , 

Claud Russell 


No 190. 

To Claud Russell, Esq , 

Collector- General 

AoRACnour 
7th May 1767 


Sib, 

Since I wrote you last, part of Iho Cossiywah t) ols having returned 
from < alcuth, repaired to me at Snbbnng, and would fain have person led 
me it was your final determination that some thing should he refande 1 
to them They told their storj, however, in so imperfect n manner that, 
having heard nothing further from son concerning them I onh condoled 
thejjuul made their escape from Calcutta without jour knowledge upon 
being informed of jour intention to punish them I, therefore gave die 
three principal of them a sea ere flogging for their repeated insolence*, and 
then sent them hack to Cossyarnh with assurance of my protect on from 
all injune«. In case of their good behaiJonr, and threats of a more rigorous 
treatment, if they should merit if for the future 

T am, £ c , 

[Qeorac Valuta nr j 
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No 191. 


To Claud Russell, Esq , 

Collector- General 


Bbbrcool,* 
1SIA Slay 1767. 


Sir, 

1 have been favoured with vour letter of the 7tli It properly belongs 
to the Rap to grant [fresh?] Sunnuds to the Kooshnishnna I havo 
therefore m[ade) no alteration m that particular Yonr opinion concern- 
ing the collecting of Kents from those who held real sunnnds is, I believe, 
very just, when I [wrote] to yon from Moynachoun, I thought their 
possessions had been more considerable than I [now] find they are 

Lieut Ferguson has settled the rent of the Pergnnnahs in the ifohur- 
buoge Raja’s possession for — Rs. a year. 

I have received advice from Cossijorah — Jimadar and the peons being 
arrived there from Calcutta who say they are come to take care to — illicit 
trade be carried on in Salt contrary to the priveleges of tho Committee 
It the«e people are invested with any regular authority, I imagine I shall 
be m[formed] of it, and then 1 shall withdraw the men whom I bad 
stationed there for that purpose In the mean while I ha%e directed tho 
Tnhsildar not to allow them to — as they will interrupt my men without 
per—, being themselves invested with proper authority. 

[Q. Vansittaut] 


No. 192 

To Mr Vais sitt art, Mnlnapore 


Calcutta 
14tA May 1767. 
{Reed lith May ) 


Sir, 

Jly letter of the 17th acquainted you how tho Co«->ijnrah ryotts 
slipped thro my fingers I base since had theploisure to recen e yonr'a 
of tho same date, and am gltd that theso dogs have at least met with their 
deserts They will behaae better in fntnro I hope, and it will bo a more 
striking lesson to others not to fall into the same ever than if they had 
been punished here 

I am, etc , 

Claud 

• Hastings wrote to 1 is wife (Oct 9 1780) “JJy Marian I saw an alligator ytstm 
day with a mouth as large a* a budgorow, and wsa told it was of a sort which i* very 
common abo it Halo-ore bit this not >o larce [ ahall new consent to jroor going again 
to BeercooL” Chapman iu 179o write of Bcercool * tho beach la tba finest lo the world 
•f See note p 152 
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No 193. 

To Claod Rcssell Esq., 

Collector- General. 

BoLvotsOttoa 

„ 2ht Man, 1767 . 

Sib, 

I hare been favoured with you r letters of the 14th and 15tb, in con- 
formity to the latter, which did not reach me till to-day, I have sent order 
for seizing (he persons who take upon them the name of the Gomrs of 
Trade 

[Gkorck VaasittaptJ 


No. 194 

To Mb George Vansittabt. 


Calcutta 


18//* May, 1767 
\Rectned 21st May i860) 

SlB, 

I received jour favour of the 12th this morning which requires no 
farther answer than to reqnest that, instead of preventing (hose j eons from 
acting who a‘3umo the autbontj of the Salt Committee you will violent 
hands ufon them until we can discover whom they belong v to lbo 
Gentlemen of the Committee oE Trade disclaim all knowledge of them, nor 
would they have sent people on such a commission without regularly 
apj lying to you 

I am, etc 


Claod Rcsspll 


P S — A thousand thanks for the Cashew nuts ’ I am sorry to inForm 
you that tins instant accounts arc arrived from Rum bold of a terrible fire nt 
P«tna that has consumed the Factory and greatest part of tho city 
Besides tho ( o's books and papers Kumbold has not saved anythinglut 
vhnt was on his hack. “ Tbishapjcned the 8th, and the city was yet in 
hi ire when his letter came awn) t 


No 195 

To Mb Rr< rob VAbSlTTART, Resident at MidnipOre 

Calcutta 
2J*/ May 17C7 
{Received 23rd May 1767 ) 

Bin, 

F have tins morning been informed that tho peons 1 desired you to 
seize upon in my last, belong to tho purchaser of tlm Societv’s salt at 

• A encnrrf «m accidental* An American fruit tree imported Into Indie, ll (« »up- 
powdlytJo Portuguese S American acajou, to A heju, lido Ilobton Jofoon Art 

1 Guhear 

♦ For IJa 8r# at p.ina Bon Looff Selection* Re 010 UomboIJ aflorward* 
OoTtri or ot Fort 6t George and « baronet 
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Anundpore and Mandlegaut, 1 and act by authority. If so, yoa will bo 
pleased to release them as their Principal, Conssinaut, must, an 1 shill answer 
for their conduct. At the same time I must request you will inform your- 
self particularly of tho circumstances relating to them, and acquaint mo 
with tho result, for it is hero confidently asserted that one Juggernaut 
Mollick S uhdir at Co«sijurab finding them obnoxious to him in clan lestmo 
sales of Fait which ought to belong to tho Society, has misrepresented matters 
in order to get them removed that he might l o inoro nt liberty to carry on 
hi9 ill deal mgs If this assertion bo true it will bo our duty to make a 
severe example of the delinquent Ion will therefore be so good as to 
have an oye n | on this man nud shonll you find that he rcilly has carried 
off on stub a trale you will exten 1 your enquiries over all your district 
for in that case, it is likely he may not be singular. 

[I remain, etc ] 

Claud Russell. 


To Claud Russell, Esq , 

Collector- General 


No, 196 


MlDNArORE 


May, 1767. 

Sir, 

Your favour of the 21st arrived jn«t in time to prevent the dispatch of 
my or lers for soring < o«*inat « peon* I do not rightly comprehend what 
occasion ho can have for their services at ( ossijnrah as I am assure I that 
lio some limn ago disposed of the whole of his Annuod[ore purchase, and 
it is now tho season for the sales of tins years salt However if they 
conbno themselves to their projer InMness tbeir staying at (.ossijarah is a 
matter oE no great consequence I am only a[ prehenMve that they will take 
the liberty winch peons generally do of exceeding tbo limits of their com- 
mission , that thev will be guilty of extorting money from tbe ryots or 
otherwise Of pressing them an I I shall 1 « troul le I with complaints which as 
they act by an .. mdependant authority I shall be eml (trussed 

how to redress ith resject to Jnggmaut Mullick, I shall use nil possiblo 
me am tn dimoxec tins truth. of the rJrwyx <ugunst him, and. wdl OAt. Em/. K'i, 
t ring him to I nnishmsnt in case it should appear to l« well j.roan led It 
may n«snt m* much m my fenqmry if you will d rect the persons who havo 
accused him to make mo particularly acquainted with the circumstances 
which have in luce l them to think him culpatle Tho eup| 0 'ition of his 
haviog misrepresented matters in order to get the peons removed is a 
mistake for I di 1 not receive mv information from him but from tho people 
whom 1 had myself station? I at Oo«s«jnnh to prevent any illicit sales oE 
Salt As to the rest I have taken the most effectual means in my power 
to secure to tho Society tl o full enjovment of their exclusive privefeges ns 
well »s in tho \\ estern Jungles as m the other districts .. .. .. .. 

nud you in iv defend upon .. cnaslis ng whomsoever I may convict 
of luEnngmg it 

[G Yavsittart ] 


* i!»h»k*ngb»t (Mimgh»li) See Journal Royal Aliatie Society October 1806 
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No. 397. 

To Mr. George Van Sittart, Resident at Midnapore. 


[Board of Trade.} 
Fort William : 


Sjb, 

Herewith yon will receve a 
Hon’ble Company. 


26lli May 3767. 
(Heed. 3rd June ) 

chest of stationery ware on acconnt of tho 

I am, etc , 

W. ALDEnser. 


No 198. 

To Mr Vansittart, Midnapore 


(Buxey). 


Bobsipore : 


'21 Ih May, 1767 
(Received 30lh May, 1767 ) 

Sir, 

I have received yonr favor of the 5th in«tant 

With regard to the exchange of the pergunnns jon mention it may he 
as well delayed, as we are m treity the whole Cnttac country 1 , when, if it 
is necessary, the pergonna of Petaepore may be put under the orders of the 
Resident at Midnapore 

I am, etc, 

B VebElst. 


To G Vansittsrt, Esc? 


No 199 


Bulrampork • 


29/A May, 1767. 

Sir, 

Herewith you will receive the treasare For B/sac month in which there 
is some proportion from every Zemindar in both Tanna*. Bnt it will be 
proper first to acquaint jou wbat sellement I madp with the different Zcmin- 
dar« of the Janepore Tanna which I have not as yet mentioned to 3 on — 


Belahna 

Chura Part of Khem 
Parizeet Part of do .« 

Kearchund •• 

Dehparheo ... 

This was all that could be obtained wiih reason, 
that we bad into the affair, but I have taken such 


Dosm !{•». 
gdO 
200 
400 
8 '5-8 
100 

considering th< 


uiai we nail mio me uui 1 uuit iur.cu outa uira-uics ■< 

me go on a certain footiog, if they should be rofndged (refused) 


„ light# 

ores ns shall make. 


, ’ VertUt 1 it 10 vftht Rue, Frogrttt, etc , tj ill £*glu\ Gortrnmtnt *» VengaU 

Appr- J 
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Fnclosed i* the occts m large m Bcngala So I hope a abort sketch 
will suffice From me 

Adad Rs 

In cash . ... 3,150 

Gorturam’s Bond for . ... 25 

The Inskees Listbondees and Ranie Wousu! uccts are all enclosed 
In the Ranie’a time, the Bulrainpore Collector’s wages were 40 Dosm 
Rs per month He has two more to as«ist him allow this the Janeporo 
do *s Wages wore 30, al«o there is a sheraf who reqmre9 10 Rs I should be 
glad of vour orders on these head* The M amulet people, who are along 1 with 
me, desire wages from the Company, while the) aro here I should be 
glad to know regarding them al«o, as I should wish to favour them 
having found them useful 

I, notwithstanding of my illnc«s, order’d the Patna traders to he stopt 
on the receipt of yonrs s 

I also take this opportunity of sending yon a monthly return and beg 
leave to. request cloatbmg for 1 surang, 1 tmdal, 24 lascars who are wi^h 
ra», and have not received last year’s as has not the artillery sergoant, they 
being in tatters and clamorous the rains coming on 

I have great reason to he satisfied on the score of ray recovery, as tho’ 

I have the fever the whole day, it incommodes me Iitle I having a tolerable 
appetite and moderate sleep Permit me to offer yon a fine Cyrus* which 
the Do-tor tells me is the only animal yon care for otherwise I should have 
sent some others 

With regard, lam [etc 2 
J. f EBOD'SOV 


To G Vavsittart, Esq 


No 200 


Bulraupokk 


4 th June, 1767 

Sir, 

On making Further particular inquiries on the subject of effectually stop- 
pin" the salt merchants trom going into tho Morattoe country I understand 
that man) of them freteud to go to Ammdpore aud follow that road but 
afterwards take an opportunity oE moving away to the other country On 
this it occurred to me that the most effectual manner of stopping them 
would be on their return by* seizing their salt provided you esteemed it a 
proper me >«ure to (. rant those merchants that pass through the jungles and 
buy their salt from the Compy a perwana sign fying that they did so this 
I lay before you to judge of, for I am far from knowing whether it is 
consistent or not Bat since our jungle Zemindars have stopt any from 
going thro’ their conntrv, X have certain information that far of the greatest 
part of the Patna silt merchants pass to the Morattoe country without onr 
hounds by tho country of Pntcombef and Sing Boiootn} . which 

(according to my intelligence) are not witbia the boond3 of either of oar 


• S»rig — the great gray crtne Crei Antigone 
f Pattern 
J SiDgbhcm 
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provinces In one oE these resided Jagurnnt Del, before ho was sent 
tor to Orntseeh, end, i£ I may believe one oE bis principal people, both these 
Zemr B , yah i els (having coine to Gat«eela to congratulate the new Raja) 
expressed a desire that they might be pnt in the footing with their neigh- 
bours in these jungle®, as they were constantly oppressed by a neighbour 
wno made a practice and trade o£ plundering and carrving off their effects 
.He also added that the two could give a revenue of 6 000 Rs at least 

This I thought it my duty fo acquaint yon of id consequence of my last 
genl orders ind instructions Inclosed I 'end a particular account of the 
rice etc which we brought with ns, the amount when ®old being 243 5 3 Rs 
The pay of 62 hulloehs for March being 279 Rs , there is a balance oE 
d5 10 9 Hs due wch shall be reed m any manner you shall order 

I propose, with your con«ent, to encourage a gauge here in order 
to make the Tanns flourish, as it did formeT]y 

ft ith regard, I am fete J 

J PEneos'ov 


No 201 

To G Vansittakt, E«q 

Bultiaupork 
$ti June, 1767. 

Sib, 

I yesterday received your favour of the 3rd Having a copy of Mr 
Gral am’s extract with me I did not fail to animadvert on these three heads 
as they occurred With regard to the Talnc it had been incorporated with 
the purgas of Sankncoolea and Ram n ar many years and 1 acquainted Mr 
Graham of it, on which be wrote me tbit it woold be n good j Jex for aug- 
menting another season 

The Perga Aurangabad is incorporate wilh Mhin B noon but how long 
I can t say When 1 setlcd with the Mhin Boioon Zemindar ho «ni I ilwas 
Aarg Pnrga that enabled him to pay anything for that Mhnn Boioon never 
had anyjumma however, other zemindars induced me to put up with that 
'ctlemtnt which 1 make no doubt you <aw in my letter on tbit subject to 
Mr Graham The sundry villages are, I am pretty cerfunly informed, 
incorporate with the i purgas in the tforhge * RiiftV possesion, though his 
people did not acknowledge it I bavc however given snch instruction® to 
the tanmdars and other gooimasts who resido in the tmnas an t principal 
purgas as w ill make me clear on tbe«e heads and nl'o an adequate judg • of 
tie real vnlne of these purgas In a few months I shall setlo the «ervants 
in tho tantias according to your order 

• M.yurlhaog • The first king of Tamlalc bore tbs title of • The Peacock Banner,' 
and begat a long line of tbtrtj-two princes of the wwrfor cute This dfauty bon tho 
bet eld c device of the Pea-ock exactly as the Morbhang family dors at tbe present dsy and 
It was succeeded by anotl et 1 ne of four Peacock Kings who Invaded Tamlufc from to* 
Morbbaig Blale thus gi sing »** to tbs later legend The great District of SI doapnr 
now atretebee between Tamluk and tbe Morbbang State, bat tbe herald c bird of the I* SI *T 
the Peacock, ■(ill surmount* tlie Tetnple *t Tam.’uk *nd the iloorbbsng 1 *ja» long ret.ined 
property in tl « imrael ate tract ‘ Hooter Omso \ol I pp. 308—9 ' W* Calendar 

•f l tnlan- CorruponJtnce bo. 2 i S 4 
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No 203 


Midnaporp 
7th June , 1767. 


To Claud Russell, Esq , 

Collector - General. 

Sm, 

Lieut Fergnsson having now corapleifod tho settlement of the Jnngull 
perganuas, inclosed is an Account showing the tribute which was formerly 
paid, the revenue now settled, the deductions allowed in consideration of tho 
collections made by Ranny Sirroomnnny (tho Midnapore Zemindary) 
beforo our taking possession and the several Kistbuudees of tho remainder. 
This settlement, I flatter myself, yoo will deem satisfactory for the present, 
tho* there is no doubt but It will hereafter admit of a very considerable 
increase 

[G. Vansittakt ] 


No 204. 

To Mb Georgs Van Sittaut, Resident at Midnapore 

Tort William 
8th June 1767. 
(Reed 10th do) 

Sir., 

Aa the stationery for the subordinate Factories falls under the Sub- 
accountant, and is only forwarded by the Buxey, he roust be answerable for 
all deficiencies, and to him therefor© I have referr’d the remarks contained in 
yonr letter to me on that subject 

1 am etc , 

W. Alderset (Buxey) 


No 205 

To Mr. Van Sittart, Midnapore 

< Bdrdwan 
12th June 1767. 

, (Reed 18lh do ) 

Sir, 

I am favoured by your letter of the 7th with the papers a ad bills men- 
tioned to be inclosed 

The settlement of the jungle Furgunna’s is very satisfactory for tho 
present, but will not Ranny Souramany expect a deduction from her Tushees 
in consequence a3 the jungles are now independent of her ? Her silence does 
not seem to imply a right, however, if in equity she realty has ono it would 
be mere for the honour of the Company spontaaeonsly to admit ji I shall 
be glad yon will inform ieb in ibis particular. 

1 am [etc ] 

Claud Rcsshii, 
Collector General * 
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No 206 

To Mb Geo Vavsittart, Resident at Jlidnapore, 

Fort William 

19th June 1767 

Sir, 

We herewith send you a list of investment to Do provided at your Fao- 
iory this season, in consequence of orders from the ilon’ble Company, and 
we dirPCt that yon may comply with the same ns fnlly as p09«ible 

In case of you deviating in any manner therefrom yon must assign 
very explicit reasons to us for so doing. 

' Wo are, Sir, 

Your mo«t obedt Servants, 

Jn (’artier 
hiono Bkcder 
Jas Alexander 
W. Aldersby. 

OoARLES FLOYER. 

Alexb Campbell. 

Exd. 

Simeon P Dboz, 

Secry 

Transcribed 

Tqo Hevcbman. 


No 207. 

To G Vansittart, Esq 

Bdlramporb 
21st June 1767 

Sir, . 

My fever, wch oblidged me to address yon for several days in /be 
Persian language, Laving now left me I take the first opportunity of 
acquainting yon and I remiest that anything in these letters which seem to 
border too much on freedom may be forgiven particularly my applying 
to you for a Dhye* for my own distress ami her’s together operating on 
me at the same time, and she being void of help afier several fruitless 
attempts to get one by means of sircars, etc I thought it best to apply to 
yon, ns your orders would have an immediate effect 

I being very weak, request 5 days’ respite, in which tune I hope to 
be able to bring op any business that is behind 

I always am with regard [etc ] 

J Fehgusson 

• Medicine It is remarkable that Fergnason s wife accompanied him on bu ardaoua 
campaign 
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No 208 


MlDNAPORE 

21st June 176 7 


To Claud Russell, Esq , 

Collector-General 


Sir, 

Your favour oE the 12 did not reach me till 18 The Tuskees paid by 
Ranny Sirromunny for the Pergnnnas is less than 1300 Rs &. she had 
already collected them I efore our possession ap nerds of 1100 The differ- 
ence is so small that, as she has made no demand for it, ami bolds her 
possession I believe on pretty easy terms, I imagine it it is unnecessary to 
offer her any deductions If however yon think proper that it should be 
done she will be the more obiidged to yon 

There is another demand which she made, and which I have in part 
complied with 50 Rs . between 4 and 50 0 loot belonging to her 
were ordered to accompany Lient l ergussoo 

bj way of wages have certain lands assigned them on which however they 
pay a pretty considerable Peshkush but when they are sent on any service 
out of the Perg they are besides allowed diet money, and th s in the course 
of tbe expedition has amounted to between two and 3000 Rs In strict 
equity perhaps the whole of this expence ought to be defrayed by tbo 
Company but they would then have to pay much more than an equivalent 
for the service the Ranny's [ eople have rendered I have therefore com 
promised matters with her by allowing her an assistance of 700 Rs, and 
abo seems -tolerable well satisfied 

IVe may perhaps bo obiidged to battle it with Mr Sykes concerning 
one of our Perg The Patcheat Raja, as he says by orders from Hoor*»bid 
abad, summoned the Zemindar of t hatna to repair to him and settle his 
rents and has threatened him with force in case of refusal 1 have written 
the Raja that Chatra belongs to this Province and that the rents are already 
settled and that if he presumes to send any of his people into the Perg 
I shall certainly punish them 

One Persootnm, who for »ome time past has acted asRnja Rajinarrayan’s 
Oomasta in the Pergnnna of Showpore was shoot 20 days ago occosea by 
tbe Raja of emt ezlement The matter was at length settled before the 
Tahsildar ami Cannngoe of tho Pergunna Porsootum agreed to the pay- 
ment of 1,000 Rs and gave the C annngoe for his security, but instead of 
paying the money he is now ran off to Burdwau Thus tbe affair is repre- 
sented to me The merits of the case I am not acquainted with My motive 
for now writing to yon on the subject is to request that if ho should rej air 
to yon you will send him back with at least a reprimand for not having 
first of all made his complaints to me If snob a disregard to the authority 
of the Residents does not meet with a timely check every one upon whom 
there are any demands will expect to find an asylum with yon and the 
management of the business in tbe*e Provinces will bo thrown into such 
confusion and anarchy as cannot fall to impede the collections and prejudice 
the Company s interest 


[G Tassittabt] 
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To G. Vansittakt, Esq 

Bumiasipore : 

filB 23rd June 1767. 

I have received your favonr of fho 20th. As my fever has ogam left 
me, nnd as the weather is cooled by means of the rains, I hope, it will be 
unneces«ary to visit Midnapore I ora, however, obhdged to yon for your 
invitation J 

The Vaheiels shall be dispatch** 1 to morrow or next day at farthest I 
having sent a peremptory order to those who are not as jet arrived ’ 

I remain with regard [etc ] 

J FEaanssov. 


No 210 

To Feans Sykes, Esq 

MlDNAI*ORB 

25th June , 1767. 

Deai Sit, 

The beginning of this year Mr Graham, m obedience to Governor’s 
Order*, sent a detachment from hence to redace to subjection several per- 
gnnms siiuated to tho Westward of this Cbuckia which have over been in- 
cluded in its limits, but which since the Morattoe troubles daring Aliverdy 
Cnnn’s Govern nent, have in a great measure supported themselves m a state 
of independence Cliatra one of these pergunnas, submitted in February 
last, and its revenue has ever since been regnhrly collected month by month 
bat a few days ago I received a comphiat from the Zemindar that he had 
been summoned by the Phonsedar of Palcbeat to settle hi3 revenue with him 
I immedi itely wrote to tho Phonsedar to forbear, and acquainted him that 
the pergnnna belongs to this Ohuckla In answer, he has written me that he 
has jour orders lor settling it, and that he must obey them, and he has as 
the same time sent a perwannah to the Zemindar threatening him with force 
in ca«e of his refusal to submit. I have written him in reply that I shall .. 
with yon whether the pergnnna is to belong to Moorshidabad or Mtdnapore, 
and that in the mo n while if any of bis troops enter the pergnnna they shall 
be treated 09 enemies and I have accordingly diree'ed Lient Tergnson to 
send a . of sepoys if necessarj to secure it from the invasion of tho Phouso- 
dar’s rabble , I reqnest jon will enjoin the Phonsedar to desist from his pre- 
tensions Upwards of 150 years ago when Toroo Mull* was sent by the Court 
of Delhi to take aa account of these Snbabs , Chatna Pergnnna was included 
in tho boba of Orissa and Chuckla of Midnapore ns the tuxeem — -jama papers 
form’d by him evince , and tho* the Palcbeat Phonsedar may perhaps have 
taken advantage of the Morattoo troubles to extract some money from it 
(which however I believe be did not ; it coaid hardly be deem’d a sufficient 
plea to justify hi? non laying claim to it. IE yon will examine the papers of 
Moosbidabad during bnja Gann’s Government, or any time before the &Ior- 
attoe troubles, they will, I believe, afford yon farther proof that Chatna 
belongs to Oris«a not to Bengal I am &.c , 

[G VAKSITTAItr] 

~~ ~ •Todar M«1 ' ' ~~ ' 
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No 211 

To Mu George ViNsiTTABr, at Midnapore 

[CoMJizrreK of Trade ] 

Fort William 
Jure, 24th , 1767 
(Received 25th, J767 ) 

Sts, 

We have received jour letter of the 10th instant and all the several 
accounts enclosed 

We approve of your remitting the Society’s money by hills of exchange, 
bat should you at any time be constderablv in cash, and not have it your 
power to procure bills, we desire you will m each case forward it to ns 
in specie 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants 
Jn Cartier 
Cqarlks Floyer 


No 212 

To Claud Rpsseix, Esq 

Midnatorb 
25th June, 1767 

Sir, 

The enclosed copy of a letter which I have written to Mr ^yl es* will 
explain itself I have only to request yon will forward the original (which 
1 likewise inclose) if yon think H proper, and that you will favor me with 
your directions how to act 

I am S.c, 

G Vansjttabt 


No 213 

To G Yansittart, Esq 

* Bdlramtorb 
27lh June 1767 
Sir, 

This «*«y the 4 last Vshiels baring arrived to-morrow they set ont, 
ns also does the treasure for Jcet t lia\o sent oft your jerwan-is with a 
chit from m\self, notwithstanding that some few Vahieh were here 8 days 
waiting for the rest I have also sent off the perwana for tie Pafcbart 
Fhnovlnr, and to-morrow a stjhidaar with Ins company marches for Chatmah 
to whom 1 lave exi lame 1 the orders received trom von The distracted 
state of Galanahf prevented them from sending a Vahid 1 «t I daresay, 
when they are render’d seenre t y the arrival of our troof s, they will send one 
Mr Peiarie’s memorandum tl o’ 1 did not answer it, was pai 1 immehale 
attention to for I sent to all the Zemindars mentioned The S»nfc*«*>lea 


• Tbs Knitted »t tb« Dotber 
| Word daobltut 
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Zemindar acknowledged that ho had acted in the manner expressed, and 
immediately «et the rykarn at liberty Told that he had given a writing 
which he wonld punctually fulfil and act in such a manner ns in future 
thero should be no grounds of offence nor complaint The Seldah Zemindar 
nb^olutel} denied that any other person whatsoever had come into his 
purgana to trade, and that neither he nor his people were under any 
engagements except to me, and these are trifling In Oohanpore I have no 
dealmgs, and m Jorgoog onlj for a little cotton, «o that in these places 
they use my nirao without just grounds 1 hope you will excuse me if X 
don’t send a rctnrn this month, there being no occurences at nil except the 
detchmt mention’d above, and one Clnssie" ran away whose place I have 
Bupphed 1 shall write a particular letter on the subject of salt of which 
I have taken a great many more bullocks 

"With regard I remain [etc "] 

•J FergCSSON 


Sir, 


BtJLRAMrORR 

27th June, 1767 

In chargo of the bearer is the Jeet month’s treasure, being 

in Adad Rs 3,740 

Acct Ballanco „ 89 


Total paid... Rs 3,779 


As also Vnkiels from the purganas except Chatinah and DeLparkee 

I am [etc ] 
John Feuqdsson 


No 215 

To G Vansittart, Esq 

Bclrauporr 

* ht July 1767 

Sin, 

I wrote you some tyne ago fust I had taken several of the salt 
smugglers I nave also sinco taken soversl The whole may amount to 
tweho, and 600 bullocks Tar tbo greater part of these were a good deal 
stunned to find ns so well acquainted with [the] price of this connterband 
salt, tho* they took pains to represent it much more However on the 
proposal of ICO Rs per 100 Md being made, most of them give up their 
salt nt the 50 without hesitation, requesting that they might be allowed the 
hattlac which was taken from them on the road This occasion’d a new 
inquiry and I found that the generality of the Zemindars did not pay tho 
doe re^ird to the salt perwana sent them, and that some were lead into 
this by the connivance of yo Balramporo Tannidar who instructed the 
Departs to say that the sa lt was mine This produced a scrutiny into the 

* Clan:a=sKbslui Probably mean* fcera a teat jabber. 
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Tnomdar’s conduct, by ithicb it n[ p f tra tint ho liacl encouraged and made 
a perquisite of the trado during his whole residenco here, for which I 
innuclMfei/ di*mi3sed him Likewise in order to secure tho Zemindars 
from being guilty of conniving at tho c°cape> of these people, I have taken 
a written promise from them that they will pay 11 Rs for every bnlloek 
loaded with nil salt that escapes their vigilance, as also for every bollock 
which is loadod with salt within tho Company's Pnrganas in their charge, 
this last being intended against Jho ilorebungo J?a_/a I also, for security's 
sake, have placed pnnes at avenues where they will be aptly and easily 
stopt for tbls sorvico Thera will bo 5 panes at necessary independent ont 
of the revenue ones according to your former order All this Bepans 
are either residents of this jungle itself or of Bisnaporo Of the jungle 
ones I have endeavoured to procure a list, and if you deem any punishment 
necessary, or such steps to be taken in order to prevent tneir future 
misdemeanour, if you'll plea-e to advise mo 

Of all those as yet setled with the additional price has only been given 
by one who had 74 Aids SO srs I should be glad ofyonr instructions how 
1 am to keep this salt acctt , how remit the money, and under what heads 
as I believe that all the salt that falls into my bonds will sell, os that intended 
for tho supply of the neighbourhood lias been takpn especially part Your 
opinion (may I say approbation) of the steps I have taken, and yoar farther 
orders on that subject will greatly obhdge one who l 9 , with regard, Sir, 
[etc] 

J Ferciu6«on 


No 216 

To G Vamuttakt, Resident at Midnapore 


Sir, 


Calcutta 
3rd July 1767 
(Reed 4th, 1767) 


1 have leen favoured with jour letters of the 21st and 25th th« former 
on the eve of my setting out from Burdwan which has beeo tho cause 
of its being so long unanswered 

As the RaDny Sinomanney has so near paid berself, it will be un- 
necessary to make her any allowance for tbe tnflrng difference of 200 
rupees , 

It is certainly but fair and equitable that she shoald be refanded the 
'Batta land to her troops that were employed in our service, and at our 
own requ sition and the compromise you have made with her, provided she 
is perfectly satisfied 13 very satisfactory— much better indeed than could 
have been expected 

Cl atm by wbat I learn belongs beyond a doubt to the Midnaror© 
district- von have done well in remonstrating with tho Patcheal Fougedar, 
and supporting your pretensions to it Your letter to Mr Sykes 1 approve, 

I have forwarded, and no doubt that Gentleman will set the matters to 

- I have seen nor beard nothing of Peersootom Bn jenny ram s 
whom yon mention so that I suppose be is still in your Districts conceal a 
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I shall be glad to bo informed particularly of tlio Pnrganna or 
Ilidpoolbundy oE Cossijura and Emn«ary,' as from some representations it 
■woufd seem to bo a hardship on the Raju to have that levied upon bun 
while the custom of Oris«a exempts the riots 

I am, etc,, 
Claud Russell 


No 218. 

To Jonv Cartier, Esq, 

Export Wartkmut Keeper 

Midnafore • 
3rd July, 1767 

Sin, 

That I may be able tire more punctually to comply with the Company’s 
Directions for their Midnapore investment transmitted fo me in the Boards 
Letter of the 29th June, I beg yonr instructions on these following 
particulars 

\\ ith regard to the packing they say “In the year 1763 we observed 
to you tbe great inconaenieoco that arises by making the bales either larger 
or smaller than what has been generally practised, which wo desire may 
be attended to, as we find [so many ?] smaller bales than nsnal have 
been sent this year, riz Ginghams, Nillaes, Peniascoes Sannoes ” 

Upon looking over the Invoice book of this Factory, it appears to me 
that the number oE pieces hereafter specified may be regarded as the 
number usually packed up in one bale 


On Goods measuring 
20 A 2 via Nillaes 

Ginghams >50 pieces 

Pimascoes ) 

25 4. 2 viz Sannoes 45 „ 

28 4. viz Teapoys 50 „ 

35 4. 1 j vjz Charconnaoes 45 „ 

40 4. 2 viz Seessuckers Shawl- 

tisA? 40 f, 

50 L 2 viz Choclaes 35 „ 


This I say may bo regarded as the usual number, bat there bare been 
often 5, or 10 pieces more and still often 10 [pieces ?J or even 15 or 20, 
less, & this diversity is in great Measure on the custom which has always 
been observed at this Factory of [packing?] up tho different letters in 
different bales, which occasion* so [many?] subdivisions as readers it 
impossible to avoid the inconvenience complain d of for instance the 
number of Skawtbasts to be provided is 400, of these perhaps 120 may 
be delivered at on apprizing and these 120 may be divided as follows — 

A 60 
« 45 
O 15 
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Now if A, BAG are allowed to be picked together, 3 bales may be 
{node each Containing 40 f lece •*, bat if they are to be kept . every 
Bale most necessarily be oE a very different size In this case, am I in 
fatare to pack together the different letters or .. I submit to the 
inconvenience o£ an inequality in the biles, of [what] number of jiecos of 
each several Size is to be regarded as the Standard for terming one bale ? 

The Nillaes are to be sorted agreable to the patterns sent in 1762««. 
"What are those patterns ? 

The Articles marked A, viz Clinches for the Afncm Trade for the 
providing of which I am referred to the 143 Para of the Company’s 
Genera! Better of the 15th February 1763 pray send me a Co|y of that 
Paragraph 

I beg you will favour me With an answer as soon as you conveniently 
can, ns I shall in the meantime defer dispatching a consider die quantity 
of goods which are now ready 

I am ptc, 

[G Vansittart] 


No 219 , 

To G Vansittart, Esq 

PCLRAJirORB 
4fA July, 1767 
Sir, 

A Vakiel has arrived hero some days for the Zemindars of B*hbr«i 
with two complaint®, one against one Govern n Bamin, who resi les near 
the Tanna Janpore hiving the charge of n largo and much frequented 
pagoda It is an old affair bat was examined nn 1 adjudged m fivour of 
the jlamnnt by Mr Bur deft The complaint regards three ullages detun d 
ty violence from him thro’ the countenance of the Morebnnge Rajs, and 
withont which ho says be em’t pay tl o revenue established to the 1 ompnnj 
The other is against tho zemindar of Jnrgong, who last year j Inndered his 
country and carried off 100 head of cattle 

I have sont a perwani to each to appear and would bo glad of jonr 
orders whether to mature into tlio affair hero or send them to JIi fnapore 
Genl instructions regulating my condact ou the head of complaints would 
give me great satisfaction, whether to tako it upon mo to eiamins into 
them, or immediately despatch the parties to Midnapore 

I am etc-, 

J Ferousson. 


No 220 

To Georqe VassiTTART, Resident nt Jlidaapore 

Mows row, 

1th July 1761 

Dear Pm, 

I bare reccired your letter of >he 2Jih As the JliJna/Kire Province 
fs looked upon BAA part of tho (.omjanj’a own po«*-ssion» we cannot bo 
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too solicitous in increasing the rcvenjjt ,,, 1 nnd demanding such districts as 
wo can claim with any shadow of ngbt I shall not, therefore, enter into 
any examination of the pretensions of (he Phoagedar of Pacheat, bat 
direct him to withdraw Lw peopte, and leave the collection of these lands 
entirely to yon 


I am etc , 
[PnAt.018 Sykbs] 


, No 221 

To G. Vaj.sittart, Esq 

Bolrampore 

6th July, 17G7 
Si s, 

I have received yonr letter of the 3rd 1 should, on the first news of 
this strange conduct of bis have «et ont with some sepoys to have nipt it 
in the bn I were it not my maxim to conduct myself in finch a manner as 
to leave little donbt of socce«s as batnan certainty will admitt off, and I 
accordingly take my measures as tbo’ I had ad experienced and valorous 
enemy to deal with Now if they have only the smallest reflection to 
break down the bridges on the ditch nod defend the rampart with tolerable 
vigour, they will give us sufficient work on our hands As, therefore, you 
might not have approved of that step and if anything sinister had 
baj pencil I could not havo forgivo my own rashness These being the 
reasons which induced me not to proceed immediately from thence l was 
induced to give my opinion as I did and from being pretty certain that 
during the interval I could weaken bun by detaching bis chewars nor 
could he form any alliances of con a eqoence all the other petty' fellows being 
■*o political that if one join’d him his neighbour from that very circumstance 
wonld become bis declared enemy Besides, I did not doubt but ic might 
have been agreeable to yon and I intended mentioning it to have first 
reduced the Gatseela Raja and afterwards to have proceeded to reduce 
those destructive independent chewars or any Zemindars who pretend to 
protect them by which maans I woald leave the J angles quiet otherwise 
no sooner if the force withdrawn hence than you are hourly plagued with 
some coraj lamt of robbery and «(ealth, whence the Zemindars will take 
occasion to delay and put, off their payments I well remember’d at the 
same time your having mentioned my return in Novr wch was no 
compatible with this plan 

However yonr remarks have induced me to alter my measures I 
have order d chewars from Coliaupore Sankacoola and Ratngar a9 being 
most to be depended on also from J a than to and Jambunie who are 
enemies to the GatsecK chewars 1 havo wrote the Raja that I am coming 
to free him from tho tyranny of this formidable cbewar and have ordered 
him to send a Vakiel to meet me at the entrance into the pargana — for 
several purposes I am at present busy in putting my Companies atnum- 
tion and by sar in good order, ns there are only three Milages on the route 
of any consequence, whence if he acts lute his uncle he 11 remove every- 
thing that occasions my paying particular attention to the latter 
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My month* and several of the beparies nre gone to Slidnapore and 
have not retnrne 1 on my chits 

Believe mo always etc , 

J Fergusson 

8 8 — JToor letters never arrive here sooner than th o thirl day after 
they are wrote per doth * I thought it proper to order them to proceed 
without delay — J T 

! No 2!l 

To Claud Russell, Esq 

JIlDNAroltE 
7t/i July 1767 

Sir, 

! have l een favor’d with your letter of the 3rd instant The custom 
of Orrisa exemj ts the ryots from the payment of Poolbnndy not only in 
Cossijnrab and Oroercey but likewise in Cotnbporr, Moynacbonra and 
throoghont the Midnopore Salt districts and compen«ation is made to those 
pergnnnas where on expence for Poolbnndv is necessary to le meorred by 
stating their teslskees proportionately lower The particular hardship, 
therefore, which Co««ijorah and Omercey complain of and the deduction 
ded by them (Its 3,600 by the former and R« f 00 by the 
latter) arise from a different cause The Zemindars bad expended the 
above nara d sums for Poolbnndy out of their own pocket", and they ac- 
cordingly appeared in the Bazykerch Accounts of the pergnnoas Now in 
the beginning of the Orissa year 1178 when Me Verelst and Mr Graham 
examined the Pergunna account* and rc«amed for the Company all ott 
necessary expence thro mistake in the hnrry of business, they mclnded these 
acconnts under that denomination The Zemindars comj lying was 

perceived, and it was determined to rectify it by advancing the sums in 
question for Poolbundy out of the ( o ’s Treasury , they were accordingly 
advanc’d, bnt at the end of tl e year, instead of being written of to profit 
and loss they were suffered to remain on the books as n balance dne from 
the pergunna so that as no deduction was allowed them in settling this 
year s tesbkees, they will now 1 ave *o much extraordinary to pay The 
enclosed perwanna from Mr Graham to the Tabsildar of Omercey written 
m liamzaun 1173, or March 1766, will afford yon a further explanation. I 
am Ac , 

L C<? RTOAW’j 1 


To George Vansittart, Esq. 

Calcutta 
9th July, 1767 
(Heed lit A July 1767) 

Sir, 

Tour letter of the 3rd bas been duly received 

The package of the Midmpore Investment seems to constst of much 
less n mber of pieces than tie tales eent from other factory*, but as 
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this may (for what I know tc the contrary) have been the constant custom 
of tbo | lace, 1 will not absolutely condemn it. JTrom Dacca, though 
in general the goods nro 40x2 and some goods of greater lengths and 
breadths, wo have seldom less if | o«sib!o than hundred pieces in each bale 
In our latter despatches wo nro obi iced to denote from this rule, that the 
whole provision may be sent down From Ln< kyj ore* I may observe the 
aamo and they now very frequently send 120 \ lecea in bale, tho’ I remember 
they odca had no more than 5tr pieces As I am not acquainted with tho 
nature of the Shdmuore goods or the size of the tale, 1 am n t able to 
determine whtit number of pieces per hale should consist of A reference to 
your invoice book must Sir, he your direction, and from the invoices received 
from your Factory I ob«crv« yon have very nearlv fired yonr standard of each 
assortment, tho’ in one of their (October 17 GO) 1 remark Jfr. Ceaomontsead 
one bale with no more than 16 pieces and that of two letters, which is too 
small a packet This might give rise to the Company's remark. The in- 
convenience of small bales and different letters very frequently proceed, I 
believe from early and frequent despatches of goois frofri Ahdnapore before 
you have got tn a further piri of your investment, in which ca«a the above 
inconvenience must certainly arise 

From Dacca, if we bare in the warehouse 15 000 pieces of cloth of the 
ready money sorttnents we are seldom able to send down more than half 
our first despatch , and, if wo do, we break the assortments and a great 
number of partition bales are sent them the Company approves of The 
Company di«af prove not only of «mall bales but those which conM«t of 
different letters Into one or the other inconvenience wo must unavoidably 
fall in our la«t despatch of good* and that I apprehend, must be the case 
at every factory more or less where an investment is provided which consists 
of many different assessments and each of these subdivided under different 
letters From the above you will readily bnd Sir how little I am able 
with permission to communicate to you that knowledge you have requested, 
or even any bints but such as may very probably have struck you before 

1 send yon a copy of paragrajh 143 in the Company’s General letter 
of the 15th rebrnary, 1765 Ike patterns of the billacs have been sent to 
Uidnapore This is all the account I can learn from the office 

I am, etc , 

Jn Cartier, 

f Export 71 arehouie Keeper ] 


l«o 224 

To G. Vai-sittart, Esq 

Bolrampore 
1 2r/i July 1767 
Sib, 

I have received your favor oE the 8tb, and shall in every respect act 
according to the tenor of the contents 

1 have advised the Subidar at Chatmab that he will soon be recalled 


Lakskmipur Village m head-qoatl ra of Noakbak restrict 
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Per dock* 1 send my journal winch I had been comple-ihng e\er since 
you wrote for it my illne«s having occasioned a gap, whu.li I lnve filled 
up lam afraid yea’ll find it very incorrect as it is only what 1 inten led 
as a scrawl oE one 

X beg that you would use whit froedom with it your please in regard of 
rejecting any part that may bo superfluous or unnecessary. 

I aro fete.} 

J. Fkrqcsson 


To G Vansittart, Esq. 


No 224 


BULRAMrORE 
13th Jiffy, 1767 


Sir, 

To omrait immediately acknowledging yours o£ the 10th would (con- 
sidering the contents) perhaps Lave a bad appearance I arrived last night 
eleven , but, ns the sntjcct is a matter of moment, I cannot answer it 
without dnly ruminating nnd bestowing on it mntare deliberation X hope, 
therefore, that jon will not take a few days’ delay nmi»s on the present 


occasion 


With regnrd [etc ] 

J Ferqussox 


No. 225. 

To Geo Vansittart, Esq 

Calcutta • 

13/A July 1767 
Seed 20th July 1767^ 

Sir, 

I recommend the hearer, Oachoapaata, to you notice He complains 
that one Bocbedovi Chowdry, a Zemindar, has dispossed him of a village, 
which he held by a regnlar pottah herewith enclosed, and altho you had 
given orders for re-instnting him, he is still kept out oE his right 

I am, etc., 

Claud Russell, 

[ Collector Central ] 


Enclosure 

Oochpatir, to receive 8 Rs from Bi'hnoo Doss, Nayb of Bonsedar 
Chowdry. 

To pay 21 Rs to Possy Mahtry, who was his security for the payment 
of the balance due from him for Malgozery of the villages, which lie held, 
and who, npon running a way sold his cows etc, to pay him 


• DA k. 
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He owns Mnccoddin o£ Seriunj and KNmut Eincowla in Chock 
Joam lalpore, and wants now to possess them on the former term®, instead of 
the term of the Knstbood as 31r. Graham ordered. 


No 227. 


To Mr. George Van Sittart, at Midnapore. 


Sir, 


Fort William : 

15lh July I7G4. 
(Reed, nth July 1764.) 


We have received yonr letter of the 9th inst. and the several Accounts 
enclosed also Bills of Exchange for Current Rupees 60,000. 


We are, etc,, 

Jno. Cartier 
Claud Russell. 
William Aldersry. 
Charles Floyer. 


No. 228. 

To G. Vansittart, Esq 

Boluampore : 

19 th July, 1767. 

Sir, 

I have just received a letter from the Ameynagar Zemindar giving 
acctt of a robbery committed on his purgunah on the 13ih (’unit by one 
Dowario, a Sardaar of Bisnapore. Three villages were plundered of every- 
thing, and one Bamin mortally wounded On inquiry, 1 find there was not 
the smallest grounds for this incursion, all Dumader Singh’s people being 
entirely removed from the purgunah some time The Zemindar farther adds 
that his purgnnah has been three times attacked from Bisnapore this season, 
and that he cannot pretend to pay his revenue if the a e excursions are not put 
a stop to. Yonr orders on this subject will obligo. 

I am [etc.] 

J. Ferousson. 


No. 229. 

To G. Vansittart, Esq. 

Boluampore • 

24 th July, 1767. 
Sir, 

This day is dispatched hence the lastees for the month Asar, to wit 
what part of »t belongs to this Tanns, in the manner and according to the 
instructions given by yonr Banian. 

I am [etc ] 

* J. Fbrqcsson. 
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No 230 

To Geo Vansittart, Ebq , Resident nt Jlidnapore 

CALCUTTA 

g IK 24 th July, 17o7 

W ith this you will receive a Seal to bo n3ed in the public business of 
tbe Cutcherry. A small one for common use shall be sent as soon as 
finished 

1 am, etc , 

Claud Russell 


No 231. 

To G. Vansittart, Esq 

Bulrampork 
30</» July, 1767 

Sir, 

I have, according to your desire, in a former letter, made an inquiry 
into the depute between the Zemindars of Belabria and Go«eign Jt is re- 
garding a bond, which Goseign has had of the Zemindars for the amount 
of Rs 495 these forty years, and for the interest of which he had 3 villages 
at a low tushees from tne Zemindar During <54 years, the affair pa«sed on 
this manner, the Zemindar always sensible that he made a bad bargain, hat 
not being able to give the amount of tbe bond nt one payment Ihis was 
made a handle to keep tbe villages who were greatly improved during this 
time, nor would be increase tbe tuslcees being supported by tbe Morebonge 
Rajn At last m Mr Bordet’s time, tbo Zemindar made a complaint on 
web he save, he was ordered to bo put in possession of Ins villages on paying 
the bond but this tbe other denyed Accordingly, tbe Zemindar, not being 
able to bLow a perwana to that purpose of being put into po'^sion, I did 
not deem Ins assertion valid However, Goseign convinced nt that time, 
that at a dhnrbar where justice without corruption only would be executed, 
saw that perhaps by a retrospect he might even snffer for past uolcnce, 
applied to a person of Mahasa’s who resided at Jaucpore, to bo an arbiter , 
on which it was agreed on both sides that Goseign should enjoy the villages 
two years more at the former rato of tushees, at which j eriou he would givo 
up his bond, without desiring any money At this, tbe per«o« who acted 
as arbiter has given under his hand to he the true stato ot fhe affair, ashe 
setled it at the request of Goseign and to which the Zemindar a*«ented 
At tbo expiration of two years, Goseign would neilher completely givo up 
the bond nor even the villages, which give occasion to this fresh conij hunt , 
so that my thoughts on this subject is that tbo Zemindar has not only an 
undoubted right to his bond and villages, but nl«o to the amount ot tho 
produce of his villages above tho tu«kees since the two sears have expire! 
The Zemindar’s Table!, who resides at Midnapore, is f erfectlj icrscd in tbo 
affair , lie, if I am not mistaken, being the per«on who had the management 
of it in Mr Bordet’s time , and, if you chn«e to make n particular inquiry 
into the affair, I will send one of Go«cign’a people bat tbe Zemindar con- 
jures me eo strongly to represent that Ohoakunm hlnzamdar is declaredly 
in tho interest of Goaiign, who had taken effectual methods to prepossess 
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him, Ihnt ho dreads the event I accordingly, having mention’d the nffsir 
to yon, this proposse«sion, if real, is render’d abortive. 

I am [etc ,J 

J Fergcsson 

i\ r D — All the Janepore Tamdar’a endeavours and two perwanns from 
me, has not been effectual towards tbo Morebungo Asar tnshees, Re 600 
being due 


No 232 

MlDNArORR 

3I»< July 1767 

To Claud R css ell Esq , 

Collector-General 

Sir, 

I have been favoured with yonr letter of 2lst bat the seal yon mention 
to have accompanied it, is not yet arrived 

The Tahsildar whom I sent to Moynachonra has remitted 2 OOO Rs 
since his arrival there, but he has yet however been able to procure a sight 
of the Pergunna Accts They are withheld by the officers thro* fear of 
the Rajahs resentment who I am told bas written to his Nalb that ho 
successfully negotiating in Calcutta and hopes soon to return with ample 
power This I look upon as one among many falsehoods, which he makes 
no scruple of asserting yet I cannot but take the opportunity of repeating 
my request that 1 may not be subjected to the troubles and perplexities, 
which will inevitable follow if his conte[mpt] of my authority meets with 
encouragement 

I am (SLc , 

[G VAN8ITTABT] 


No 233 

COPY OF A CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE MOYNACHOURA 
RAJA FROM THE 5tii TO THE 23rd OF JULY 


Translation of a Utter from Mr Vanssttarl to the Moynachoura Raja 
The 7th of Suffer (5 th of July ) 

I received your letter with a small quantity of treasure which shall be 
brought to your credit as soon as it is shroffed T am surprised that tbo* 
this is the 2oth of A«ar yon have not yet sent the balance of the kist which 
was due on the 15th but trouble me with false and unbecoming complaints 
of the desolate state of the country It is requisite that yon should «end 
the balance immediately on the receipt of this perwana In case of any 
farther delay and evasivne«% I shall order yon hither and it will be by no 
means for your benefit 
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No 2. 

Translation of a letter Jrom the Moynachoura Raja to Juygutram J)utt. 

The 28th of / tar (8 th of July ) 

I exert myself to tbo utmost to pay the Company's revenue Besides 
all the collections from the Perponna, 1 havo borrowed money from tbo 
Comp my, from tbo Fougednr, from Captain Du Gloss, and trom other 
merchants, mid yet 1 havo tiot been able to pay lL I have, therefore, been 
obliged to pawn my lands to Ur Lambert’s Banyan, Kissuncbnrn Tahir. 
Ho brings an English letter from that gentleman to tho hougedir, and bo 
will pay the revenue. Be hind enough to befriend me, and nso your endea- 
vours that the Tougedar may consent to this measare. 


No 3 

Dear Vavsittapt, 

Tho Raja of Sloynachonra has lot bis Pcrgonna to my JBanyan Kissnn- 
chum, and they both request to have whatever rents nro doo from the 
former on that ncconnt aprecnblo to contract or hstbundeee, that you will 
be so hind as to grant bills ot exchange on Kissuncbnrn for the same 
payable according to your order. 

1 am etc 

(Slgnod) TV Lambert 


No 4 

He cannot inform mo of the particulars of this agreement I imme- 
diately determined, therefore, to send for the Raja that I might male 
enquiry of him m the presence of tbo Gomnsta, and learn if the «cbemo 
was admi«siblo or not, and if not that I might take proper measures with 
the Raya procuring it. JV B When this letter was written, I ordered 
tbo Raja’s Vaeheil to write him a word at the same time that 1 should 
admit of no exco«e, that if he did not immediately Bet out for BJidoapore, 
I should seapoys to bring him 


Translation of a letter from Mr Vansiitarl to the Moynachoura Raja. 

The 1 4t/» of Suffar (12th, of July) 

Your presence here being at this time necessary, I therefore write to 
yon that you must repair hither without delay*immedzafe)y on the receipt 
of this Per w anon 

No 5 

Midvapobe 
13fA July 1767 

Dear Lambert, 

The Raja of Moynacboura’s agreement to let his pergnnna to your 
Banyan having hoen made entirely without consulting me 1 am not as yet 

* For biographical notice! ot IP Lambert see Bengal Part and Present lit 509 11 
or IV, 491 
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sufficiently acquainted with the terms to be perfectly a toil™ of it. As 
far ns I can understand from the man brought mo yoor letter of the ° 3 rd 

Y 1 ? 0 'iHL* ' Chem0 W,UC , h cant tnke P bco Your Dan ) a “ »« to rent 
it for o 600 siccas paid at present to tbo Company w near 52 000 
There remams only 4 or 5 000 Rs to the Raja so that it will be 

ont of Ins power to discharge t! e debts ha owes to the to me and and 
other gentlemen nor do l conceive how he soppo-mg an increase 

of revenue should bo levied on nest season which may very possi- 

bly he the case ns it to be at present greatly underrated Besides if 
the Itaja [has it in las] minds to relinquish the management of bis Zemio- 
dory, tbo Company will probably choose to take it into their own [hands! 
instead of allowing it to be transferred to auy other s [I mightl mention 
may other evils which tne Raja s would bo productive of but have not 
leisure at present 

I am [etc ] 

Qeorge Vansittart 


No 6 

Translation of a Utter from Moynachoura Raja to Mr Vans Hart 

A o date, received 1 8th July 

I have been honored with yoor perwana ordering me to repair to 
Midnapore As I am entirely obed ent to your command I am heartily 
disposed to repair to Midnapore and have accord ngty set ont Bat this 
year there has been no reasonable rains the time for cultivation has been 
in a manner lo t Some rains however thro out of season having now 
come there remains a month for going on with the cultivation I am 
therefore travelling about from v llage to village and from hut to hut 
taking inconceivable pains for the comfort and encouragement of the rjots 
nevertheless there is no prospect of the porgunna bemg fully cultivated 
but only a little here and there I am therefore greatly distressed I have 
neither time for eating nor sleeping I have not a day s not a moments 
leisure and 1 was not now j resent to oversee the cultivation and repairs 
to the bunds (dams) a whole year would m a manner be lost Throngh 
necessity, therefore I have written 3 on this address \ou are my master 

R B — At the time the Raja wrote this letter Le rema n d qu et m 
his Fort He neither set out towards Midnapore nor moved one step to 
enconrBge the ryots in then cultivation The season for repairing the bunds 
was ent rely past nnd the paddy Was almost everywhere sown in the 
pergunna so that it is almost one continued falsehood from beginning to 
the end G V 


No 7 

Translation of a letter from Mr I ansitlart to the Moynacl oura Raja 
Tie 22nd of Safer (2 0<A July ) 

I have received your tetter bat acquainted you that if ever 
again yoa wrote me any evasive answer I would send a party of sepoys 
and bring you by force This u the second evas on you have made * I 
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have, however, «lc 4 «p itcbcd a Jemimthr, and some t> npojs, who in case of 
vour miking any ino'« will bring you by f irce It is requisite that yon 
fct ont with tn« p ml Jommidir for Multm| ore instantly on recoij t of this 
fwnvarm What >on writi about repairing fho bnmlr, etc I am well a* sum! 
is entire)} f*tNo h ureter, as you say tin* re is no j rosp<*ct of the forgtrona 
being wHI cullinitn), llltl as « verj Jarto balance i* clue to the Company, 
I imt, therefore, fi{ pointed Meorlnnjee takril J/*r that be mm collect the 
Company s revenue, nnd euconra'.e the ryots in the cultmtiCn of their hinds. 

A* /?•— »W if h this letter a Jemmiihr and twentj FPipojs wire dis- 
patched Tbej hid orders to accompany the Huj i quietly to Widnapore, 
wilhout using the least violence, if be met them on the rood, or consented 
to come . to bring biro by force nml tJjeir despilcb wa« do and 
n half, tint lus Vacheils might giro bun timely notice G V 


No 8 

Tramlation of a letter from the Aioynachottra floja to Ur Vanuttart 
So dale hut received the If 3rd July 

Trom my former ndresses yon are ncqnmnt^l with my distressed con- 
ditions, tint \ ring heartily disposed to lay the Company s revenue, I not 
only npj bed to that j tin os« all the collections from tbo , bat sold 

my household effects, nnct furniture, and bfcrrowod] considernlle sums of 
tnonoy You nI*o n*sis[tedj and ebowoJ roo greater favour limn I 
know bow ..’Notwithstanding this 1 bal no me ms of .. the l dance 
winch wis dno .. by way of Hall trojan* could not be collected this 
year Ii\ this my distressed utaation you have dispatched a tal seldar and 
seapoys nnd peons To save my honour, therefore, 1 have set ont for 
C'alcotti, with the remainder 

No 234. 

To G Vansittart, Esq 

BoLFAiiPons 

Jet A uytist, 1707 

Bib, 

I should hive marched before now, bad it not been for yesterday s in- 
telligence web X chose to communicate toyoo The answer I shall receive 
from yoa shall entirely determine me bnt I lmi.mo that you II na I do, 
judge it proper to see wlut effect my perwma in answer to bis will have as 
if he attends here I tlnnfc it certainty adviseable to put off taking notice of 
what he has done at present as oven the presence of fcn army of onrs in an 
amicable manner will I know, interrupt the collection of ihe revenue As 
to my success 1 am now pretty easy on that head if I may 1 eltevc my pones 
who came latest thence who assuro me that he has got i ot at ove 500 
chewars all together with hint that there is do illerntion of any kin 1 on the 
fort an 1 that there ore no preparations of any k nd Those chewars ) e has 

• D&lbnnjun is an advanced collection from the ryots out of tbs rents at the next 
year The amount last year from Mcyoacboura pergooaa ir#» Alia Siccaa of n»y I ooie 
hold goods and i he jewels of my Go Is By tha bless og of Aim gbty I shall by torrow 
ing etc take what measures I can for the payment of tbe Company a revenue and in 
5 or B day# tune shall do, myself tha honour of wailing on j oa [tin original sheet j 
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to { revent iny farther surprise from the thief, and to fall on him, jf I order 
it 

If ro> answer of vesterday warrants my marching, I shall not wait for 
an answer to this, which, if voa j lea e, may I o aoswere 1 by the Jaml cnie 
Uoad, m tl 1 j Ivwcaio, for tho more certain and exjehtions tonvevnnce 
My barcaro*, who were mostly out on the spy to | revolt «a!t smugglers X 
liaso c ill d tn, mid shall t e emptove) in their j roper hn in**ss The shroffs 
when they arrive, shall he einjl yed in the respective Tnnna«, and the unfit 
ones discharged 

The Amevnagur Vahiel reque ted this day that I would recall ibo 
sepoys from 1 is purgomb, as none of bis ehewars will remain in their houses 
nor do their prof er l usiness while they remain so tl at he will i ot he able 
to jay th" revenoe of the . I told them that they wero sent for their 
protection Inttlat if it had n conntrary effect from their foolishness, that 
they would I e recall 1, bat, if his country was j Inoder’d again he most 
attribute it to himself 

1 am [etc ] 

J FKROtsSON 

No 255 

[Mncb defaced ] 

To G Vansittart, Lsq 

BoLnAuronr 
2 if August, 1767, 

Sir, 

The conlnct of Jngnrnnt Dol [Zemindar of] Gatseeli is so extra- 
ordinary I have immediately advising yoo of it But in order to 

give you a clear idea of [whatl appears the ong nal c»us« oE it I mav 
acquainting you that there are besides the who jay tuslees four 
notorious thifeves or robhersl who pretend to independence and lire solely 
ly and plunder 

Several Zemin Jars have been indneed frequent and repeated thefts 
and which the) imposs ble to recover to allow them two are 

promise that they would them others scorn such terms the salt . 

suffer from their, thefts Of these thieves [one lived] in a fart of the 
Gatseela Purgunah called Da inf in walla the head of the league m 
[Barahahhum] and a 3rd in Ameynagur and a 4th in bumsuud in the 
Cordwan Province , 

The Zemindar of Ilaipore first complained terms of the r people 
an 1 said that it as lo would not give up some villages to them the 
catle wero 1 able t bo stole and that pirticularly of »omc catle the 
Daw\ Mvwalla i* call d had taken from l m w ithm On this 1 wrote 

the Zemin lar of Gat«ee1a des[irmg] ho would send hi n to me lo answer for 
On tl e hack of this came a complaint from of catle to a coqsi Jcr- 
able nmonnts Ivthe Dampaowalla in consent with erpore thief 
On tl i« I s nt perwana9 the complainants to recover for ae _ 

cordingly went but were aoswere 1 that •! ey n ade their rice by stealing 
and tl at if Imalotlem a comfortable thoj would return what they 
Lad taken no v and wont 1 more otl erwi e they would continue m their 
trade and [dis] regard my perwanas On this 1 immediatelv Zemin 
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dara in whose pnrcunahs they resided [i nmedjtately to bring these insolent 
lelloir to me otherfwise] I would look on them as art and part and that 
tb&m [accord nc]lj Tuesday next is the day fix’d upon to bring the return 
to Craiseela On my perwinas arriving the principal agent who is said to 
ha the so ll of the being at that time on the spot was jmm“dialely . 
and guarded for some days while the Dewan and Rajah were in, to 
come themselves to effectual 1/ clear up some [compjljints to which ye 
( utcban Zemindar, a nejc-hbonr of his at of the ilorbaage Raja 
presented igainst the Gat[seel«] here, and which I shall take another 
opportunity to at 

But the very n ght before tl eir intended outset the influenced by 
some bad coancellor aid of course neither he nor Dew an tl ought mg 
here tho at the same tune lie sent me a very osive letter and pirt of 
the money he owes me The people whose fear induced them all to ran 
away j_exagenie] matters very greatly, but the true state of the cise is that 
be w nts a kind of tndepp den ce tu to pay the revenue as agreed but to 
overlook all the other orders regarding salt thefts etc Ik s 1 gather from 
his order to hia Dewan to send my peon who was stationed at a oa the 
Patna Salt Trade Road safely to me and to say to me that as the thief carried 
every thu g before that it w is for fear of hia receiving auy inforf he 
knew I wo ill not pardon 

I set out near a day later tban the rest military preparation of 
all so ts 

What steps 6> all be taken in cons°q tence affair depends ent rely 
on yonr ordeis But as you desire me never to conceal jo i sb 11 fare 
them without reserve First then we cannot immed ately ( roceed ns oar 
gun carriages are unfit and it will tal e some time to co upleat our bifdars 
refpairs] 2ndly v\ ere they all ready the circumstances deserves itten- 
tion as well as of the sepoys out of the question It would be attended 
with great difficult es to ii arch onr troops and guns through the long grass 
so fit io conceal ibe l owmen would give tl em an opj ortnmty of galling 
us with imj unity and after we arrived at the I ort the wafer In tho 
diftch] occasions the more loss and diffic dty in the [enlrai ce] of it 
will g to extremes jf we only boenu o he will at least do the essentials of 
In the meantime and at tl e end of two n onths may not only 
insist on Ins delivering nnd conforming to all orders tint may ho 
gifven ontj also oblige him to give up bis military on j a n of being 

immed ately attacked However Sir it ti cso sentiments do not you 
do my utmost to execute them successfully^! m the mennti o would 
be Dll 1 of your authority to 10 carpenters in order to set my artillery 
in the field immed utely 1 having prepard. purpose 

Inn [etc ] 

J t EKQU630V 


No 236 

To vna Hon bll Harry Verclst 

MtDVAPoite 

3rd.d»y«if 

II ON BLE Bjjl ^ 

! nclosed I transmit you tl o abstracl 
hlidmiwre rxocccea for tl o osofttb of July 
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I have in my possession a Copy of Lieut Ferguson’s journal of fats 
\\ estorn Expedition, but it is not compleat enough for a map to be form’d 
from it. I shall therefore keep it m my bands for the present in order to 
maho some necessary additions to it, and shall bring it with me when I wait 
on yoo m Calcutta, I am afraid you will remind you of Mr Motto’s march 
The Moynachonra Raja having twice disobeyed my orders for repairing 
to Mtdnapore, whither I summoned him in consequence of the balances due 
from him, and a scheme which he found to evado the payment of his debts 
I sent a party oE seapoys to brng him by force Upon this he has travelled’ 
off to Calcutta 10 order as he says to procure money for fulfilling his 
tushhees, but os I imagine to renew his old plan of rendering himself in- 
dependent of Midnapore. As you are perfectly acquainted with his charac- 
ter, Sir, and the ovd consequences which any encouragement given to him 
would be prodnetivo of I should be much obliged to you, if you would order 
him hither with what money he may have been able to procure The year 
now draws to a conclusion and he has gleaned his perguuna from thence 

I am, etc, 

[G VaNSITTART] 


No. 237 

To Mu Gkorce VAhsiTTABT, Resident at Midnapore 


Fort William 
The 4th August, 1767 
(Recened 7th August, 1767 ) 

Sir, 

In consequence oE the Hon ble Company s Orders to the Select Com- 
mittee, yon are hereby directed to make the strictest inquiry into the annual 
Embezzlement oE the Revenues oE Midnapore and Jellasore from the Time 
to those Lands were Grst in oar possession until Mr Watts was recalled The 
intention of the Court of Directors is to attempt recovery by due coarse oE 
law the second consjderable sums which they conceive to have been collected 
and not placed ns they ought to their credit. You are, therefore, to obtain the 
most satis f actory proofs, and to transmit them properly attested with all 
convenient dispatch to the elect Committee 

Tor this purpose you ore directed to draw out each year s Account 
separately specifying minutely the sums paid into the Treasury, the gross 
collections, the disbursements, outstanding ballances, and the deficiencies 
for every year AU„ these Accounts must by duly authenticated by the 
Dewans, Congoy’s 1 and the other officers there employed, so as tp produce 
tho most undeniable and legal Proofs in his Majesty s Courts of Judicature 

I am, etc , 

Alexander Campbell 

[Secretary to the Select C ommittee ] 

* Q mongos. 
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To G Vansittart, Esq 


Sib, 


No 238. 


Bclbampoee 
6th Avgust, 1767 


I have received jour letter oE the 2nd and accordingly send one o£ 
Gosaien's along with the bearer. The affairs being represented differently, 
I am not greatly surprised if the Zemindar’s Vakiel here was a man of no- 
great understanding or capacity. 

I wrote, the 2nd, of the Gatseela Zemindar's condnct fle has since 
made overtures in on indirect manner AH the notice I took of them was 
that I thought it odd that ho should allow a thief, a dependant of hi% to gam 
such an influence la his pergnnnah, that, as he bad sent no direct messengers 
to explain the real state of the matter, that I would not mention my opinion 
of it farther than that he might hope for everything by rousing himself from 
this lethargy, BCizing this formidable ohewnr and delivering him into my 
hands By my' intelligence I understand that he has given himself np for 
lost, ns guilty of ingratitude, and that fear alone prevents ins throwing him- 
self at my feet, that those who led him into this error dare not approach him, 
if we except his mother who was the rmg-leader, and that from a tenderness 
to the handsome fellow whom she gave for lost in being delivered up to me 

Be assur’d Sir, that whether this affair is to be set right by force of 
arms or uegociation that I will do my utmost to have it done effectually 


I am fete ] 
J Fergusson 


To G. Vansittart, Esq 


No 23 9 


■CaillAMPORE 


8th August, 1767 

Sir. 

A Value] having arrived from the Gatseela Zemindar with n letter 
giving a JFnJl account of the affair I wrote you of has induced me to su«pend 
my re=olntjons, and to put off my march until I hive you 5 «entiments of the 
jnattcr _Rn Jyv tellnyvme that he hat}, accordiqg to tnv orders.ymfc 

the chief in itods, and kept him there for some days until his Diwan should 
set out along with my people for Eulrampore , }hat as be was in the Fort, 
he did not think that any force was necessary further than two pones, that 
the very night before the intended ontset, about thirty or forty thief's 
chewars came by stealth to set him at liberty, which they effected, and that, 
ns he has no force near him, they escaped with the prisoner, he not bemg 
able to retake him 

Be acknowledges bis fault in being so negligent and from fear of roy 
resentment he put off fending Divan untill be hod on opportunity of laying 
the matter before mo ns it really was Be foril er adds that he owes his ail 
to me, that be is ready to pay bi« tus/eea, and whatever else is dne, anti to 
obey all orders win t a oe\er that may le «ent to him, oml begs that we n#> 
not fitmbnte that 10 him os a crime what is really his misfortune, by render- 
ing him suspected In order to make a fair trial of his sincerity, I aoswere 
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tbu perwnna by observing that before bis letter cime, I understood it bid 
been by force and not by stealth tint ho wis 8o t at liberty tli it thence I bid 
been induced to write to him tbit I should soon reich to re-est ibiish him, 
but tint now ho writes that ho is I oth able ami willing to re lace him himself* 
that rov going will be unnecessary, that he therefore, and Ills Divan should 
rqnr here to receive my alvice and in'tru-tions retarding tho proper 
measures to be t then m this expedition tbit it may be effectual Jly people 
sssaro m* lie is making no preparations, that he has got about three hundred 
cbewtrs about him with a view of nt ticking tlio chief if order’d , so that the 
intelligence the other gave was, ns I saj p i-.ed, greatly magnified and in great 
measure a lie 

If he, on tho receipt of perwam should come here I cannot see wc have 
just ground to su*f set lnm if not, wo have ns good n plea as ever to march, 
ant) ho 19 thrown off hi a goird hj tho ncgoct itt m l shift therefore nut for 
your answer to this before I move, having at the same time everything ready 
to net immediately, if you jnd„e that still properest, bnt I judged it necessary 
to aeqaunt you of this defence of hn> before I could proceed to act agunst 
him 

I have made myself j erfectly acquainted with the situation of the 
residence and dwelling place of the four chewars they communicate one 
with another, and the two most distant are not from one another above 6 coss 
Tho Zemindars have offer’d if every one agrees to it to seize them without 
my giving myself any trouble but I doubt if it is folitical tn orler them all 
to arm themselves, os tho*o who have any pique at one another will take that 
opportunity of plundering their foes villages nnder pretenco of pursuing 
these the chownrs thither I would therefore at present lot them also enjoy 
repose, and so soon os tho rams are over take some of these Tanna chewars, 
i?' of ( olianpore Sankacooolea and Raingur, with two companies to attack 
them ordering the Zemindars, in the rear only to keep a guard on their own 
frontier and to seize them if they attpmped to enter their respective purguuas, 
beginning with the Gatseela purgunah one called the Dempara Zemindar’s 

I am [etc ] 

J Febousson 


> No 240 

To John Cabtibb, Esq , 

Export Warehouse Keeper 

JIlDNAPORE 
14th August, 1767. 

Sin, 

I have been favour’d with your letter of the 9th July The smallness of 
the Midnapore bales in comparison with those of the other Factories is owing 
to tho necessity we nre under the greatest part of the year of transporting 
them by bullocks to Gougaooolly, the Oassay River being navigable only in 
the height of the rams 

To avoid the inequality which the Company complain of I have taken 
care m my present dispatch not to diviate more than two pieces from *be 
standard which I proposed, and shall keep the surplus for a future dispatch, 
as you mention to be done at Dacca . 



MIDNM'im RECORDS 


178 


Atjovc 1000 pieces of Binnor* 1 harp been oHigeJ to ret am to the March 
»« to U washed over again, ns they bad j ui a good dost of conjee fn thorn 
notwithstanding Mr, Graham** |*»iitvo prohilmon, and indeed those which I 
have rent »rr*noi enUreJj Tree from it. Can joo inform mo whether or not 
it is tb» IJbiRpRj'i intention to forbid coondy as well as conjee in their 
b 1 nones , Ooond) M ns I nrulcrstand nothing more beating. it serves to givo 
the cloth n g)o«sy smooth appearance, t ut does not make it stiff, and it is 
fort certain that our bancors will took vi rj roach and coirse without it. 

I am [etc.] 

[G VahsirrART J 


To G Vans irr* RT, Esq 


N’o 


Ulluami ork 


[AodaU Her I 15lh August 1767] 

Oimndram Dunn to «1 urc mat Dot, Zemindar of Gal«eela arrived here 
two lijs iii.o and 1 delayed writing until I could give you nn account of the 
wh do affair at onct As th<* affair from the beginning was suspected by mo 
to bo greatly exsggr rated, if not false, I gave orders to those panes who bad 
been there to he kept here, and sent on no other business nulil the affair was 
clear’d nj> 

As soon ns the Du an arriv’d, therefore, I m*self immediately asked 
hon ho could reconcile several point* of intelligence i had to his daty, 
supposing linn ignorant of tbo thief’s c‘eape Then 1 condescended on 
several f articular*, which ho immediately declared to ho without the least 
foundation, on which I ordered iheac panes to he cull’d , two were not to bo 
found , ri; , those who had tbo Vrfoner in charge, sad a third the salt Peon, 
on being n»hed why bo left Gatsecla, so hr from saying what he has and 
before about hu being murder’d if bo staid acknowledge I that ibis very 
Divan had used arguments with In m to slay that none of my people should 
suffer now the) were on t bur guard, and that, if they all run away in that 
manner, 1 would certainly believe the Hnja concerned 

In a few words I fonud that I had beon imjiosed on by those rascals who 
hiving used violence to extort money, then thought this' a good method to 
prevent discovery. As \o Vrw» Vcrie?s vscKp* tia iiAimcij vs Vims niVtpunM 
the perwsna came, ho was seized and my people were ordere 1 to take him 
away Tho’ they had a great deal more b a 'mess and tbo' 1 bad ordered 
them on no account to stay there after they ba 1 got him, yet they staid 
several days, pretending fair on tbo road Tho uianoer in which ho escaped 
was thus on Jaggarnnt DoJ’s coming to Gatseela, this chief Zemindar was 
tbo first who came in, by which means his cbewars became all servants about 
his house and afterwards scarce any more were added lo them except those 
of another Surdaar, who was my guide when the old Zemindar was seized 
These Damparj chewars not relishing that their Chief should be a prisoner 
formed the scheme of setting him at liberty, which they did , but tho punes, 
in who^e custody he was neither attempted to defend nor fly to him the 
Zemindar for assistance bnt ran off, so that the noise can*ed an alarm on 
winch, having made himself acquainted with cause, he immediately ordered 
Tackam’s Snrdaar with his people lo persne and overtake him , on which a 
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skirmish en3ned and «omo chowars on both sides wounded bat tho j rtsonec 
escaped All tho«e of mv peoplo who were there without any inquiry, 
betook themselves to flight and spread the alarm. As to f reparations of 
war or anything of that sort ho ntterly denies it , and desire's mo if we 
suspect him that a fow persons I can depend on if I please mij be sent to 
make the most particular and exact inspection into that matter that indeed 
the accident of the thief a escapin„ and the account his servants wonld give 
of the affairs ha I induced him to pat off his setting oat to me next day- ns 
before was int nded, or even sending his Diwan nntill by writing ho ha 1 
sounded whether l wonld give him a patient hearing or whether X was 
prepossessed by the accounts of my servants ho requested then my forgive 
ne^s and comj ossion which if granted he would convince me in time to come 
that he hid no bad intentions 

The Dmra went back yesterday and returns with the Raja a 2nd time 
on Nnn lay If jou still imagine a comj any proper to be sent I shall order 
them to march wbilo the Raja is here as if ttiere 13 any treachery in the 
ca«e tho [ cannot think it, the Kaja is * kind of hostage for the safe conduct 
of tbo seapojs to the Fort bat Sir (I think) if bo comes here web be 
doubtless will now wo ought to forgive him as ho and family living in the 
Fort will e ther be obliged to move or seem like | nsoners if they remain 
and it w 11 give great hfficulty in collecting tbo revenues I thought it 
incumbent on roc in order to be just to communicate his defence as I had 
done the former intelligence which differs not much from an accusation 

I nm [etc ] 

J Feuqossov 

On enquiry it seems this sort of pract ce wa« not confined to Gatseela of 
extorting rupees wch they calle i Chirz The Tamdaar a people etc tell 
me that Cugeno peona aro atlow d foua from the Zemindars to whom they 
go on business I have therefore thought of writing to all the Zemindars 
to allow th^m £ annas a day while they remain if agreeable to them and no 
more that if violence is offer d them for a courie they have only to 
complain One authority who says he has got yonr perwana I have daily 
complaints of from Sanhacoolea and Colianpore for forcing tho country 
people to work for him etc I havo or lered mm to show yonr jerwana if 
he has one to know^or what 


ho 242 

To Georoe Vansittart Esq 

Caicutta 
15th Avgust 1767 
(Heed 19th do) 

Sib 

In consequence of tho Board s Appointment I have this day delivered 
over charge of tho Collector General 4 * Office to Richard Beecher Esq with 
him therefore yon will in future correspondence on the subject of the 
Revenues and the omo D rections given you by tho Board on my appoint- 
ment you will ho pleased to look on to be iq force with respect to him 
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Ilcfcwjth tho small *cnl mentioned in mj letter of tho 24th ulUmo 

I wish )on gaccf«snnd »m, Sir, 
etc , 

Claud Russell 


No 213 

[To 0 Vaxsittart] 

[Ionr Wiuiah ] 
Avgt 17t/i, 1767. 

(Heed 20 A) 

Sin 

Your# of tho 14th[?] Angast 1 haio received Coan dung 19 so great 
an advantage to the appearance of gome a*sortmen(s of cloth that the Company 
I am persoaded can nover intend to for hid it tho* nt the fame time it must 
injnre tho cloth in some degree but, as that is not apparent, tho practico is 
not condemned 

I nra, etc , 

Jlo Cartier 

(Export J! arehouie Keeper [?]) 


No 244 

To Mr Gpobou Vansittari 1 Resident nt Midnoporo 

(Ssct Derr) 
Fort William 
Tie 17 a August 1769 
(Reoj 23rd do ) 

Sir, 

Having thought proper to withdraw the indulgence we granted to the 
French in the year 1765 to havo eeapoys at Their several subordinates 
and having received a«surances from the Directeur and ( onncil of Chander- 
nagore that they had in consequence ordered them to be reduced we desire 
yon will keep a watchful eye over them at your Factory and give us mime 
diato information if they should elude our Resolutions 

Wo are etc , 

H VebElst 
John Gautier 
Jas Alexander 
Claud Russell 
Charles Flotbr. 
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To Riciid. Bccnra, F«q , 

Collector • General. 

3IlPVArORH 

Sir, 2i " Avjua 1767 

, *? aT, . Dfi r **' d information from 31 r. Russell... 

fr.'J'.T mo,Ml «' ! - fac " oQ «* £3ti ti’cciz." 

I ,r *. 1 , havo D o>hms | articular to rej recent to yon at rre«ent and ! I.A 
ra™ig^T°” of ^ ">■""<!»» jot, ». ( -.lent, . h.L. It Z 

I am, Ac , 

l G Va\9JTtaht] 


_ _ _ &o 24 G. 

To G VAV3ITTAHT, ESQ. 

GAT8FELA 

Sir, 22nrf 17G7. , 

!n r k ' irTa | C,r ' am l ' V “V™n'i h "mt^fn°L.“ "h w TnZci*' Ac™" J J 

&^'%£jrs?zst Bz‘ rrstS 

a^a^sa^vasarri'BTSS 

pore m Jambnnio, from noon Ibo 1» unt.l 2 net morning when all bernl 
reedy and .oiro morn, .bool ISO emollent chewiir, frSm Jamb on,. bZJ 
joined, wo proceeded, and yederday arnved in the Tort Tl.« n UD1 ° 
on the road with a letter frou/ttio ^siog b.s 2 iSSon^ ” 

coming and we also found that tho’ the villages were deserted, yet ,? w^ 
not from any dissatisfaction but fe»r, as manv of them n™, *’ - et '/ wa ® 
confirmed by pane, „„ which all tbo rerl enmo lo tb.ir 1, onset UMmlh 
standing of these favoarable aniiearnnces 1 hasted nn »<, u • notwlJ h' 
consuming tho road, and not to fornke tho bal? 5L hS,” 
stand it, conscious to himself of having disobeyed renenfedl*. COn J not 
Bnlrumiore an 1 hr. molb.r »,tbXm ^ aaZcSmT .ThT’ 
con.tonlly ,o rct.ro othcrw.ro that, corang min my hm£ hetman"? 
panirbmeot would bo rcrpota.l impr, ronm.nl, h, .offered h,m 1, to '7‘ 
dragg.d into tb. jangle On my nrnyal, I look pos.e.non pj? 

placed sentinels on nil his effects, and having given orders in Zi V” * ort 
that nono of my camp adherents could be gmfty of the least violence ttan ^ r 
adjaent e.lloger, tb. country became ,o rrll-rabrlied that every o“o re'tor’n I 
to their rerpectivo homes, and tho Baja rent word that ,f I wooVttc™ d 
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jndtp f.vmirnhh hi* repe-ited misdemeanours that lie would wait on me 
and inbmit htiawlf fa my discretion I sent Imn word tlmttli.ro were 
aettrn! . rrors ol w Inch lie In I * n guilty, that these rnimt all be amended, 
alia Uio«e uno induced Inm toll* guilty of them drove #mt, that, as he 
submitted hitnMf to mo I would forgivi, after notifying these mistakes and 
taking jrojir pro ration* that none nuch -btmld •••••• Q a 

thp«e coalitions Hint him f tine 1 * ordering him to come to-morrow in the 

mirmng, without full and d< In, otherwise I would con«truo it m « design 

of ftmming me, which I would not fill to i anuli He accordingly c mm 
this morning and I | romi-ed him forj.it. nen. and that he should still 
rtmun Zemindar, unless n future otlence should evident, hun incorngiblo 
I jrojo«i, tlierefore, noting ns you before desired mt mca«eof non-re«i«tance, 
which was the cn*« 


I was ashamed to write to ton until! I m. sure of pretinting art) bad 
u n‘'iji«ncM trlurli tut ilfhr nnd canto Icnm (contrary to yotir o[ imon] 
imtltt liue product d, or fallen a sacrifico to nn own blind security , tha 
former being non til* cn«e, l hate ruun ed im pen again with some assur- 
ances as tuj eentimcnt regarding the nffurs fm e in the r tent proved to 
have li.cn not without foundation I hoje for your favor scon after the 
arris it of this lo confirm me in niy intention, or to give what other orders 
yon think j roper after this explanation of the nltur 

Bell cio mo to be, Sir, [etc J 
J FeftOCiSOV 


To G Varsittart, Esq 


No 247 


GAt«BKtA Tort 


24i/i August 1767 

1 have received your fa soars of the 18 th nml 20th Having setled 

everything with tho Baja, and let him nnderstind how far he wis dependent, 
and likewise the tcnity a f oar Government by which ho procured a pardon 
he had scarcely any title to, I proccided ro n«sure him that his only way 
of showing tho sense he had of this lenity was by explicit obedience in time 
to conic us if ho transgre-sed again bo would undoubtedly be ruined that 
would (now being acquainted With the circumstance* of ibo insolence of 
my servants) put nn effectual stop ta that and that, thus being without .a 
shadow of excuse in future, it he [transgressed] • • • immediate 
punishment • . order’d him, to drive away nt once evil councetlors, 

and acquainted him that a company should rotn nn in the Fort, not cha*w g 
to put the other alternative, as it would give him a notion that we have » 
higher oiimtm of his strength than be baa himself, nbereas I would have 
him to believe that no obstacle is unsnrmoantablo to us, and that wo hold bis 
ditch and rampart ns nothing 

Your perwana shall be duly delivered to the Jatbur 
forgive me. Sir, if unasked I acquaint you that the said 
less than fivo Nankars value Ks 300 m his pnrgunah and tb 
complained to me that if the Cogoi eat his plains, for the t 
are entirely the prime of bis not possibly p 

. that tune desired him to re[roaiu] quiet and 
represent the affair to you 


da zemindar, but 
zemiudar has no 
at long ago he 
Ive I saw inyself 
ay his tnsfhoes] 

1 that I would 
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The truth 1% I Jo believe that he cannot pa) bn losses, if lb*"** five 
particular Tithe** remain Nankars, as 1 am sensible that the fellows I had 
with me, being bn l liter enemies (for what reason I know not), took ever/ 
method to endeavour to have him tupptunted m his lemiruhry, to i this of 
screwing bn tnshee* one after well they took possession of these villages as 
Nankars without «o much as acquainting me. I am bound to l*o hfs 
advocate, as be is the readiest of alt the zemindars to obey orders, attended 
me himself on the list expedition hither, and immediately on hearing of my 
outset, sent it vakiel an I pikes after me this time 

I am {etc 1 
J FEROta°ov 


No 248 

To G Vassittart, Fsq 

BULRASirORP 

27fA Auguit, 17G7, 

Sir, 

Ycster lay I arrived here with one (Jompnny from Gatsc**la, wltero I 
left the other according to the sense I had of jour orJers from former Jotters, 
having taken particular puns to make the Raja sensible of lus real situation 
and dependence on tho Company and I believe ho will act properly in 
foture 1 have Torwnrdel in jour perwana to the Jatbunia zemindar, ns I 
have also received yours regarding the Belabrm Zemindar’s affair, and n copy 
of your order* on the held 

To save you trouble I have repeatedly wrote to the < ntvral concerning 
*ome of the liaiaf bej anes who have run hence as also the Moodto of it, 
but he Ins never either answered me nor sent them Now I must mention 
It to ) on os nil those I left with the t’ompitjy at Gatseola will run in all 
probability, if not deterr’d by tho punishment of tho others I also wrote 
for taylors, shoemakers fcrricrs, etc , nrmornners of well m> seapoys are in 
general need bat not one of either sort nro come It is on that account that 
I am obliged to tronblo you I should also bo obliged to you for a head- 
smith to oversee and give directions having abundance of working hands 

Believe me [etc ] 

• J Ferocsson 

N.B —I have received yours of 24th, I am glad to bo confirm’d by it 
seeing I had already done v*hat yon before proposed In my last, I gave my 
reasons for not giving tho Raja the alternative ~ J F 


No 24J 

To G Vansittart, Esq 

BOLRAUroRE 
30i/i Au guit, 1767 
Sir, 

X did myself the pleasure of addressing you two days ago Along with 
this I enclose a return of my seapovs I yesterday had a visit from the 
Zemindar of Gatseela here He had mentioned to me in the Fort that'be 
proposed marrying a daughter of the Fnlkisma family, and yesterday be 
came, be said, to ask my leave After a little stay, bj desired a private 




181 


MIDNAPUR RECORDS 


audience, in web he sud a great deni about the lemtj I had shewn him, that 
now his eyes were open, that h« saw himself in a true light, and was 
sensible of wbal bis duty was, that be wu determined in future to act that 
part winch I had instructed him was both most prudent for himself and would 
not fail to be agreeable to mo, and concluded t y adding that I must forgive 
him if he proposed a small token of his gratitude, and insisted that T would 
permit him to take the opportunity of presenting mp with Rs -500 which 
tho’ far inferior to his inclinations yet ho was oblige 1 to confine himself to 
on account of his circumstances To this I answered that I would not accept 
of anj thing at present nor would I absolutely denj acceptance bat that I 
could not reconcile it to my dnty to receive tor myself while part of the 
Company's tushees are due , that after that was given in I would give him 
an answer 

Now, bir, in porsuance of my resolution communicated to you «ome 
time ago, I mention of mjself this affair to you, though I really believe that 
had I received it und held mi tongue, yon never would have heard it from 
the donor he, in all am earnnee, gives it from his heart But this would 
have transgressed the laws of honor wch I hope never to be guilty of , and 
I have also to mention it to sot the disposition of the Zemindir jn ns clear a 
light before you as I can 

It remains with you to point the f roprietv with wch I can accept of 
this, or whether I am to reru»e 

There are two or three zemindars who have applied to me al Out villages 
wch their neighbours had taken from them during the anarchy wch jro- 
vailed here "i imagine you will chu-’e to defer the«e enquiries ontill yonr 
visit here, but if you clm«e to have them setled non I shall on your orders, 
either make tho best enquiry I can or send the com f hiaiais into JUidoapore 

If my remaining in the jangles another year should be certain, I should 
esteem it a favour, if yon would not grant perwanas for cutting wood to 
Pagi (black J fellows ns if you gentlemen at Midnapore chnse or any others 
who may obtain jour perwanas for wood, yon will I o furm«hed by me at ns 
reasonable a rate as the (black) fellows ent it and it is only by «omefhing m 
this waj , web j erhaps you’ll be good enough to dtsgcst in a plain, that I 
can forseo any considerable advantage bv remaining wch I nm convinced 
you bad in your eyo, when you proposed my stny here , 

Believe me always empress’d with a dne sense of mj obligation to b« 
Sir, [etc ) f J Fcnocssov 


No 250 


To Ricnn Brcnim, Esq , 

0 ollect or- General 


Midvapoue 
111 Sfj temler 1767 


otic, 

I have been favor'd with jonr letter of 29ih August enclosing the 
extract from Fort William Consultation*, and nm much obliged to you tor 
the desire you express to render my situation agreeable to me 
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The 1th of this month » the last day of the present Omsi year 1174 
bat it u oivt<ablo to tlefrr making the settlement for 1175 till the end of 
October cr b*„lnniog of November ; by that time the pad ly being almost 
ready for cnttmg a { retty certain judgement may bo forme! how tlio crop 
will tarn oat in the several pergnnnahs , any losses which may havo fiap- 
jxm’d to any of them, by a superabundance or a want of rain or any other 
accidents may be taken into con*ideralton, an I tho Company's rovetmo may 
bo so adjusted as to tx> actually realised, and that tbero mav bo no fear of 
balances arising at the end of the jear, in tho mean while the collections 
will be camel on agreahly to last years settlement 

I am, etc , 

O Vansittabt 

^ 251 

To Q Vansittart, E->q 

Calcutta 

3rd September , 17G7 
(R«J 4th do ) 

8iit» 

1 could wish to hare Lieutenant Fergasson’a Journal comrdeted ns soon 
as possible that wo may get ft chart of his .expedition to tho \Vcstward laid 
down 

I cannot procure you n copy of Mottos* march tilljoncomo to Calcutta, 
as tho stckncM or the Draftsman has delayed it 

I have neither seen nor heard of tho lima Cbowrn Raja Ilnd ho 
made the least complaint to me, I should have sent him hack immediately 

I am Sir, 

II Vebclst 


To Q Vansittart, Esq 


Sir, 


Bdlrahporb 
oth September, 1767 

I ought to havasooner Acknowledged yoar obhdgmg supply of cheoso 
web you have repeatedly awA mo also iVA having itoevseA a supply of that 
as well as of several other things from Calcutta your goodness m that 
respect was not now, of such consequence as boforo now Wod 
nesday, that part of this Tanm treasure wch was j resent, was sent to 
Midnapore 1 havo not been wanting in pressing the others who aro behind 
That of the Gatscola Zemindar 1 have chooso to tako here for this reason as 
ho requires mere vaefot ns the circars call it Ho is behind on account of 
his marriage bnt I imagine will send hfs with the Janie I 2 in a few days, aftor 
which I shall leave him to his proper lanna 

Your orders regarding PancWnand I have order d a pnno to seo executed 
I most request another anplly of paper, what I have being near Its finis 
Relievo me, with regard fete j 

J FEROD«SOK8 


* See footnote on p 138 
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No. 253. 


To Rich Becher, E*q 

Collector-General 

8m, 


MlDNAPORE 1 
11 th September, 1767. 


Herewith I transmit you the Jlidnapore Treasury Accounts for the 
month o£ August, together with 3 Bills of Exchange amounting to Curr. 
Rupees 55,000 You will excuse its not having been sent sooner Some 
days delay has been unavoidably occasioned by the necessity oE adjusting all 
the Pergunnt* Accounts at the close oE the year. The whole amount of the 
Rents at present outstanding in the provinces oE Slidnapore and Jellesore 
is Alla Sicca Rs 2,533-11-3 oE wbicn l,569-°-30 are on Acct. o£ the 
balances o£ 1173 and only 964-1-13 on account of the year 1174 The 
particulars you will be informed of by the annexed account The balances 
of Coroolchour and Seebpore were kept upon the Company's books by 
Mr Graham at the Settlement of tbe last fasbkees, n9 it was then doubtful 
whether the lands wherein they bad arisen might not if scrutinized, be found 
capable of discharging them They were accordingly scrutinized in Janu- 
ary and February last but proved to be barely sufficient for the payment of 
their present rents Lampcbonr has in hie manner been scrutinized, and 
has appeared to have been realy overrated, as a great qnantity of ground 
there lies uncultivated for want of a competent number of inhabitants The 
tnshkees of Sayr Cns'ary was settled not on any fixed certainty, but only by 
computation, and tbe duties collected have this year, as they did last, 
fallen short of tbe computation which was made Yon will percene then 
from these circumstances that the foregoing balances cannot with jnstieo bo 
demanded I would propose, tbereiore, tbai they should not be kept an 
useless entry upon the company’s Books, but written off at orice ns irre- 
coverable to Profit and Loss With respect to Tnnna Fmtenbad, the Zemin- 
dars of that district which lies beyond tho Bubannkn on the Morattoo con- 
fine'’, will never pay their Bents, till an arm’d force be rent to reduce them 
This may e’er long perhaps bo thought proper to be done, and therefore the 
balance may as well be kept upon the Books, as it will id such cases lie 
recovered I Bball be obliged to you if you will favor me with your Orders 
on these subjects as soon as you conveniently can, X am Ac , 

[G Vavsittart J 

ACCOUNT of Rents outstanding in tho Midoapope and Jalfcsorc Pro- 
vinces at the close of tho Orissa Year 2274, answering to tho 4th of October 
17f>7. 


Where outstanding 

Acct of the 
Year 1173 

BBI 

Total 

Pergnnna Coroolcbour 
ppxgunna Seebpore 

Tanna Fultenbad .. 

Pcrgunna Lampcbonr •• 

Sayr Cussary ... • 

Alla Sicca Rs. 

f? B - — Tbe Western Jungle* are in 
eluded is JJiJoeporo Province. 

327 14 1 
1,176 3 5 
65 7 7 

50 6 10 1 
498 6 10 
885 5 4] 

12* 14 10 
1,176 3 5 
141 13 2 
498 6 10 
385 5 4 


grunta 

amaui 


■■ 
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No. 254 

To G VA'mTTAtT, E a Q. 

Calcutta J 
14(A September, 17G7, 
(ptcd.im Jo') 

Sm, 

I hare been favor’d with yonr letters of (be 1st and 11 lb instant, which 
you mako No 2 and 3 As altering tbe course of the numbers may mislead 
ns m making references, 1 think those of my predecessor may as well bo 
continued in which caso these letters will be No 17 and 18. 

For tho reasons given In No 17, I aj proTO of the Settlement for 1175 
being defor’d till tho end of October, bnt aro of opinion It might not to bo 
postponed later. 

Your Treasury Acconnt for Angnst with three Iblls of Exchange 
amounting to Cnrrent Rnpecs 58,000 camo enclosed In No 18 and very 
readily admit of your plea for not transmitting them sooner. The wages 
paid to Dank Co«stds in yonr acconnts ebarges arc nearly on a par with 
former years, and likevnso the amount paid under tbo bead of Pergnnnab 
servants I should however, bo obliged to yon for n particular acconnt of 
tbo latter Tho allowonco to tho tanoongocs yon ob«erve is agreeable to 
tbo Settlement made by tho Select Committee wherefore yon did well to 
pay It them, tbo’ tho necessity of such a ebargo does not strike mo at 
present 

I entirely agree with yon that the balances of the Pcrgnnnahs Gorool- 
cbonr, Sorpore, Lampochour, nrd Co»sary, ns set forth in yonr acconnt, 
might ns well bo wrote off to profit and Io«« hot as in this caso the Company 
wonld qmt nil pretensions to a claim on tbeso accounts 1 think it may bo 
necessary to keep tboso several beads still open, stating tho balances folly 
in tbe entries and values of them nt a mpeo each This wonld tend to 
preserve tbo influence which such outstanding Balances will nine's com- 
mand, and at tbo same time tbo Revenues would be freed from that decep- 
tion which precarious balances too frequently occasion 

Regarding Taima Futteabid ns their aj pears a probability of receiving 
tbo Balances, 1 would, therefore have tbe whole of it remain on yonr Books 
# 1 am, etc , 

Tucitd Bbciier, 

Collector- General 


No 255 


To Ricud Becdeb, Esq , 

Collector-General 


HiDvarouE 
19M September, 1767. 


Bib, 

I have been favoured with yonr letter of tbo 14 Tbe reason yon mention 
for chnsing that tbe numbers of letters should be continued instead of bbmg 
began afresh appears very just I have numbered this accordingly, and 
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lieg you will make tho necessary alterations in my former ones Tbe wiges to 
the dank cossid’s are the same as were paid last year , a list of the Pergna- 
nab Servants 1 transmit yon inclosed it’s only difference from the proceed- 
ing one is the addition ofTaaaa Bnlrampore «ad Tanoa Janpore which have 
been lately subdued Pergnnna hloynachoara . . 1 omit saying anything 

at present on the subject of the Canoongoes Office, as I hope in a few days 
to have the pleasure of seeing yon in Calcutta A set of the revenue books 
I purpose bnDging with me to Calcutta, nnd tho balances of Coroolchonr, 
Seepore, etc , shall then be fettled jn whatever manner you think the most 
proper Tor my part, however, 1 must confess that, in the present instance, 

I do not apprehend the keening of the account open can bo productive of 
any advantage The tushkees of these pergunnas will every year be rated 
ns high ns they can afford to pay, and if it can always be realized, we shall 
have reason to think ourselves very fortunate To recover any balances 
will be absolutely impracticable, and yet I fear that, whilst the accounts 
remain open, our Hon’bJe Ma«ters will entertain hopes of its being d one, and 
perhaps attribute ibeir disappointment to tne Resident’s neglect- Oorool- 
cbour, Seepore and Tutteabad excepted, tbe balances of last year were all 
wrote off by the Select Committee’s Orders, and those I believe were only 
suffered to remain because it was doabtfull whether they might not bo 
recovered Loud complaints ore mode throughout these districts of the 
nnfavourablenoss of the season, that very little ram fell till tho latter end 
of August, and that in couseqaenco great part of tbo paddy was burnt up 
by the drought, or destroyed by worms These complaiats tho’ a good 
deal exaggerated aro far from being without foundation It was with no 
small difficulty I so far 5bviated them so as to prevent their occasioning any 
Balances at the conclusion of the year 1174, and I am apprehensive that 
they will bo tbe cause of some trouble at tbe eusmng tushkees I have, 
however, taken all possible measures for the security of the Company’s 
interest, and flatter myself that tbeir loss (if any) will be but inconsiderable. 

Till tbe Time of Eettlmg the Tashkees the Zemindars <tc , will he every- 
where prevented from applying to their own use any part of tho produce of 
their lnnds The strictest inquiries will be made into the real state of the 
damages which have been suffered and those Pergunnas which have been 
loudest in their complaints will be scrutinized 

[G Vanshtart] 


4 No 256 

loin Georoe an ‘STT rsKr, a*t Vnfmapunj 

4 Fort William 
September SO Ih, 17C7 
(Reed Oct 2nd) 

^ IB ’ Wo have received year letters of the 22th ultimo and the 30th msfant, 
with the Bills of Exchange enclosed 

We arc etc , 

Jon?. Cartier 
Claud Russell 
Tt u AtDBrssr 
Charles Flo ter 
(Committee of Trade ) 
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To George Vansittart, Esq 


Sip, 


Calcutta 
26th October 1767. 
{Reed. 21th do ) 


As the season now approaches for holding the Poonah at Midnapore, m 
order to settle the rents that are to bo collected tho ensuing year, I recom- 
mend to yon to bo attentivo to the Company’s interest, by which 1 mean that 
they should receive tho s-imo rents as tho ryotts can afford to pay, and 
at tho same time enjoy the ease and comforts that people m their situation of 
life ought to do 

As I nnderstand that rents under the title of Mangun, etc , have been 
often times collected by tbo Zemindars and Talookdars on some of tho 
Bazyjumeen lands in an unsettled and oppressive manner, I would recom- 
mend that the said lands should be freed from snch arbitrary exactions, and 
that in their room an established rate of rent should ho fixed proportionably 
to what from time to time has been levied The Patnagott and Sayr Naran- 
gur, being at present, as yoo represent, collected by various bands from many 
districts, mdej endent of the Zemindar, and at nn expense that may be saved 
by directing the futare collections to be made by the Zemindars m tho 
several districts— which will tend much to the ease and happiness of tbo 
tenants, support of the proper authority of the Zemindar, and advantage to 
the Company, as thero is the greatest aesiro to think more is collected than 
is brought to acconnt, which tbo Zemindars themselves will readily agree to 
pay if the follections are pnt under their direction 

Yon will please, Sir, to be attentive to the chakeran lands can be 
resumed with propriety, and to give the necessary orders for reducing the 
forts that still remain in possession of the natives in Tana Fotteabad , and, as 
1 nnderstand there are quantities of land still uncultivated in tho districts 
under onr Residency, I strongly recommend it to yon bir, to give every 
reasonable encouragement for people to settle and improve such lands, by 
which means tho Company in tune will reap considerable advantage, and I 
mast own it is the mode of increasing their revenues I am most anxious to 
promote The Midnapore accounts for tho month of September are received 
with bills for 80,600 current rupees, which I doubt not will be duly paid 
when your Residency shall have credited from the account 
I nm etc , 

RiCBD Becber., 

Collector General 


No 2 58 

To Mr George Van Sittart, Resident at Midnapore 

Fort William 
The 9th A ’member 1767 
( Reed 12th do ) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Hon bio President and Council to transmit yon the 
accompanying papers, and to request you will cause the purport of them to 
be made known at your Factory 

1 am, etc., 

tintEOv Doz, ' 
Secretary 
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No 25?. 

To All tiif Gentlemen jk tbe Company’s Civil Sent ice 


Tout William : 


Gevtlemfv, 


The Vth November 1767. 


Iam directed by too lion Me tho President and Council to acquaint 
von that nil pereons who want to remit money to Europe by Bills on the 
Hon bio Company nro to send their names to tho Accountant, specifying tho 
amounts thoy require eo that a Register may bo laidWorc the Board for the 
earao by tho 2 1st instant, when such claims ns wo deem proper to bo 
complied with will bo admitted. 


I am, Gentlejifn, etc, 
felMFQV Doz, 

Secretary 


No 2C0.* 

To all ms Gentlemen Writers in toe Goutasi'b Service 

Port V jlljam • 

The 3th tfotember 1767. 

Gentlemen, 

X am directed by tho Ilon'blo tho President and Council to acquaint yon 
that the undermentioned extracts from tho Proceedings of tho Committee of 
Inspection ore entirely approved of by tbem, and that they expect an 
implicit obedience bo paid to tbo directions therein continued 

I am, &c , 

Simeon Doz, 

Secretary 

1 With respect to tho servants necessary to bo kept by a Writer 

witkont n family, tbo Committee ore of opinion he should be 
allowed two nnd » cook one for the immediate care of his house 
nnd charge of his effects, and another to attend biro when ho 
goes out, or to assist in the charge of his efFects and bouse la 
case of sickness to the other , 

2 It is recommended that an order be issued that no writer slnll be 

allowed to beep a horse without the express permission of the 
Governor, or ho permitted, either of himself or jointly with 
others, to keep a garden house 

3 It is Enrther recommended that the writers be enjoined to wear no 

other than plain clothes 

(True extract ) 

Simeon Doz, 

■Secretary 


Vide Long Selections No 937 
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No. SCI. 


JIlDVAfOBES 

ICtX m»<r 1767. 


To Rjoip. Brcnic, E*q^ 

C’oHrefcT-GmfTsI. 


Sin, 

I hate Wfa favoured with your tetter of the 20th October, yea may 
ctepe nd op-on my faying all po««ihlc attention to the Company < tnt< , rr«t and 
tho advancement of their lUrroor, as far ■» can to done without oppres- 
sion or bardihtp on tho /emfnhrs and Riots; to attempt It farther 
might ta productive of n present advantage,’! nt I Imagine would by no 
means l« Deferable to them, a# It would render thefr Government ©diou«, and 
tend to the min and deflation of tho country which their permanent interest 
ondonlted[Iyl requires should bo maintained in as happy and flourishing n 
I Lite as possible Tho mode of Increase, therefore, which yon reeommend, 
Sir, coincides entirely with my own seotlmentj, and Is what I hare feert, 

an 1 shall be, particularly attentive to V» hen in April and JJay 

last, I visited the several Fcrgnnnas belonging to tho Midnapore an 1 Jalle- 
sore Chocklae*. I found npon enquiry that there were near 80/00 Itegns of 
land nncoltivate I, exclusive of wfnt waa purposely left waste for roads, Ac , 
and what was deemed unfit for cultivation Of this quantity I then pro- 
vided lor tho cultivation of 31 COO l#»gav, and 1 flatter myrelf that the wbelo 
will bo cultivated In this and another year whereby the Company’* 
Revenue may 1 * consi lerably improved, and the Zemindars nt the same time 
receive a reasonable profit. 

What with tho severe drought in tho months of July and Angnst, and 
tho violent floods tho beginning of October, it is scry certain that the 
Jlldnaporo and Jolte «ore Chncklics have In mnnv part* loitered very consU 
derable, in io ranch that tho Zcmiodars and Tnfuckdara of several pergon- 
oas (to tho amount I bolteve two or three lakhs of Rupees) will chooso 
rather to bavo their land* hnstobooded than agreo to tho samo rents as they 
paid last ye-iT In such case what is to bo dono? BlrtU ft Hnsibood tako 
place or ihnll a compromise bo made ? I would advise tho former It will 
effectually prevent any from complaining who can realty afford to pay, and 
will mako amends for tho present loss by tho advantage which will here- 
after ensne, from tho ported knowledge it will give us of tho real nature of 
tho lands ; tho expence will bo about 2$ per cent. 

What yon recommend concerning tho Dnsr Zamm, tho Chahirnn 
lauds the Fntnajot and the Sayr Narrangur I will endeavour to carry into 
execution, and will writo you folly on the aahject in a future Idler . ... 

I am, otc, 

JG Van'uttartJ 
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No 262 

To Georoe VASsiTT\nr, Esq , Resident at Midnaporc 

Calcutta 

. 1 1th Aorember 1767 


Sir, 


[lited 12th do) 


I nm drrtdtJ Ij Ibc Governor lo rwjnm you wll Hop nml rolnrn nil' 
BMh Bearers ns pass tbronsh your Drsirreis to Ballaroro mihoiit otrr 
Imrannalrs, . 


I am, etc., 

N terra Gruereb, 

(Zemindar ) 


No 263 

To George Vashittapt, E«q 

Calcutta 
lith Aoremher 1767 
Sin, 

1 wa« duly favoured with your letter of tha lOLb, and am glad to End 
yon linvo so good a prospect of cultivating tbo unimproved gronnda i a tbo 
Rnrgunnabs of Midnapur and Jelasor Cbuchtas, and doubt not your atten- 
tion to effect tins ns expeditions! r as cireomslijnces will ndirit 

1 have mentioned to Mr Yerelst yonr proposals of tho lands in the 
Midnapnr and Jolasore ChncKlas who agrees with me ia opinion that an 
examination should bo immediately made into tbo sufferings of tbo Ryots 
from the draughts and floods and that on equitable allowance ongbt to be 
made for tbo futuro, ns an bnstabood made after this time would lead the 
Byotts to expect n redaction of bis rent to bo Continued another year when 
there was no reason for it 

“ion will, therefore, act conformably hereto, and so soon ns yon can 
properly ascertain what losses the ryotts havo already sustain from these 
causes, I desire you will advise me thereof, and that you will favour me with 
your opinion " 

X am, etc , 

Richard Becher, 
Collector- General 


No 264 


To Richard Becheti, Esq , 

Collector * General. 


Midhaporb 
17 tk Aoi ember 1767 


Bib, 

< I have been favoured with your letter of the 14 A Hu3thood being an 
exact scrutiny, not only into the lo*ses wbieh any district may have «us- 
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tained, Lai into the real amount of its produce could not, i apprehend, lead 
the ryotts to expect any future deduction, but would rather be a means of 
increasing the Company's revenue, since by making us perfectly acquainted 
with the extent and value of everyone** possessions, as well as with the loss 

which he may now hive sustained, it woulJ thereby 

f««'ire usl both from present and from future impositions. As, however, 
ii would talc* place in tho^e pergonnas which have most severely suffered, 
U is not to he doubted but th*r« would be a considerable decrease in the 
Company’s revenue this yur. Ttie principal advantage which I proposed 
by it for tb-* present was to atop all complaints from those p*T"nnms which 
can afford to pay their rents, notwithstanding the unfnYourablcne«s of the 
season. With this view I havo taken every mcasuro ns if it was actadly 
determined to Uustobood whatever pergnnn h should refuse to nj,'ret* to Ia*t 
year’s lusbkees. Tbo consequence has been that many of the zemindars and 
talacdars in the chucklxs are now ready to agree, whereas the complaint of 
inability was before general, and, ns I have great reason to believe I shall 
thereby bo about to settle the lasbkees in a very siti«ractory m inner 
considering the los»es which have really happened, I hope y on will ex en«e 
my taking the liberty to pursue the samo measures for n few dan lunger. 
The amount of iho lo«sei, according to the accounts winch ihe zemindars 
and t-alncdars delivered to me, was about one halt iho produce of the two 
chnckUs. As tbe-*e could not bo considered, lurciuahs and tnohurncre 
were sent into the pergannas to make a general examination All are not 
yet returned, but from tho reports of those who are, it appears that the 
amount of tho losses parti) by the draught and partly by the floods is ft four 

sixth part of the produce Now supposing a stricter examination should 

discover that instead of a four a sixth part only has been destroyed, vet if a 
proportionable allowance be made the redaction of the Revenue will still be 

so considerable that our employers,! 

fear, would in a great measure attribute it to our mismanagement I will 
write you further on this subject in a day or two, ind shell then expect jojr 
fmal orders. 

[G VaNSittaht ] 


Tb ifis. ueu vASurrrAitr 


No 2G5. 


Foist William ; 
17{/i A’oremSer 1767. 
(RfcJ. 19th do ) 


bin, 

l request you will make known to tbo Military Gentlemen belonging lo 
tho sepoys of your Divisions that Bills of Xlxchango on the Company will be 
granted by the next ship to be despatched, and desire such of them ns want 
to remit money to England to specify the amount therefore to Mr. Witt*, 
Sob-Accountant. 

I am, etc , * 

4 H VerClst. *. 
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To G Yansittart, 1 cq 


No 266 


BQUUVFOftP 

20lA A premier 1767 


Sir, 

I lmc be»n faror’d with your’s of the 1 7th , before the arrival of it I 
tent off the perwanas of this Tanna with strongest term’d ones from myself 
1 could to both Tanna* 

M) bills I hopo l> this time are arrived^. The field pieces and all 
nece««iry appendages wilt bo in readiness to march at that time r r . , 

Let me now both acknowledge my great thankfulness and satisfaction 
from soar extraordinary obhdging paragraph which concfades yonr letter 
I shall only say that my endeavours shall not be wanting to deserve by my 
conduct jour protection and regard 

I mu«t request that you will |lea«e if yon think it necessary that a 
further light may be given from ye Congon's books regarding Anrnngabad 
rtnrgnnnah, as my utmost search and inquiry here can give no light into it, 
lor 1 even promised to apply to yon and procure the purgunnah for a brother 
of the prc«cnt Durrynarain’s Zemindar of Mhan Boioon, provided, he conld 
give an exact acct. of it, but ho domed any knowledge of the name or place 
The Mhan’s people I have examined threatened, and cross-questioned to no 
pnrpo*e This brother of tbe Zemindar is n complainant and claimant on 
the Mban Pnrga He is pot off until yoor arrival, as is every other affair of 
any consequence, since you first wrote me of yonr intentions of being here in 
per«on 

I am [etc.,] 

J Fbrousso\ 


No 267 


To Mr George Vansittart 

Belvidbke 
27th November 1767 

( Iteed 2"th do ) 

Sib, * 

In consequence of some regulations which have been Iatelv made by the 
zemindar for the keeping the bearers at the Presidency m doe order, several 
sets of tbe Oreah cast have left their Masters witbm the Jast two or three 
days Upon wh ch account I have to request that you will order out parties 
of sepoys to all tbe gauts or passes that lead into tbe Kuttacfe Province with 
directions to take up every bearer who are travelling that way without the 
zemindar 9 permission and when a considerable number shall have been laid 
bold of, yon will be able to send them hither under a guard 

I am, etc , 

H Veriest 
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No 268 

To Gao Vansittart, Esq 

Bauin Boo* 
boiemltr, 28/A 1767 
C Reed 2m do) 

Sir, 

Having information of Oznderam and several of his adherents being 
seen a very few days ago at Sntgj ore m the Zennndary of Ilanny Ser£ 
mnnny, do request your assistance that m case they be found there or in 
yonr District they may be seiz’d and delivered to me 

1 remain, etc , 

C. Collins 

Lt 2nd Baltn of Sepoys, 

Commanding al Bamm Boon 


No 269 


To Richard Becker, Esq , 

Coffrcfor General 


WlDSAPORE 

The 29/A Aovemler 1767 


Sir 

In my letter of the 20th I acqnamted you that considering the losses 
which have really happened, I was in hopes of being able to settle the 
tusbkees in a very satisfactory manner The enclosed papers of proposals 
will I hope np] oar to yon in that light The whole amount of the de J actions 
ts 13 S50 Rupees this being allowed to those i ergunuas which have suffered 
the severest losses and are tho least able to bear them the Zemindars, d,c , 
then agree to the same tashtees as was settled for last year One request, 
however, they make that either the tegavy lent them by the orders of the 
Select Committee juay be increased ig 600 Rs. or else that sum may be 
withheld for the present and collected with the rents of next year A com- 
pliance with this request apj ears to me very necessary not only, on account 
of the diminution, which they will this year sustain in their income, but as 
they will undoubtedly he obliged m order to carry on the cultivation of their 
lands to make larger advances than nsnal to the ryots whose crops have 
suffered by the anfavonrableness of the sessoD It is moreover to be observed 
that this will be no real loss to the Company and that it is much inferior 
to tho reduction which wonld befall the revenue were an allowance to be 
made proportionable to the damages that have happened Inclosed I Irke- 
wi«e transmit you an account of the Patnajot, whereby you will perceive that 
by joining them to the pergunnaa they belong to, their revenue will be 
increased from 8 000 to 12 000 Rupees besides near 1,000 Rupees which will 
ha saved in the charges of Collections Th* Ryot3 of these Patnas express 
great apprehension that the Zemindars will oppress them, hut I do net 
thmk this an argument of any weight as they will «ti|l be entitled to and 
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rscojv« the fame protection from our Government as all the rest of the 
inhabitants 

t am, 4c , 

[G Vansittaht ] 

A« soon ns the toshhees of these districts is settled I propose repairing 
to the Western Jangles, and 1 hope the increase which may be there levied 
will make amends for the dedactions here 


No 270 

JIovaALroonA 
Pee eml*r 2nd, 1767 
Sin, 

I am favor’d with yoors of the 2nd inst also Bengal cbalano inclosed 
The Shiki Inr of Bnmm Boon has <»ent me a chalaun of (lungs reed from 
your people, which differs from yonrs however all tho effects nre of so small 
conseqnence that 1 don t think it worth enquiry. The only news is that 
Ladder Sing is rnn into tb« woods after having abandoned the place to me, 
ami stations! Chokays all aronnd, from which infer he will torn out an 
enemy 1 have been here then five days I conclude 

I leg leave, etc , 

C COIXIMt 


To G VAhSlTTART, hSQ 


No 271 


Bamin Boov 
Pecember 3rd, 1767 


Sin, 

A party of mine being (as I had the honor to inform you in my last), 
jn the jungles In pursuit of Ozuderam, have taken some of his adherents, 
but, os they write me, himself escaped by bribing the Deigwar of Arannd- 
pore I think it nece««ary to acquaint yon of this, Sir, that, if that be true, 

B in may inflict wb8t punishment on him he may appear to yon to deserve 
owever, mclo<e the Bengal Lhit sent by the jimautdar that you may be 
-better jdile -to, in/Jge- 

I find my people have in the pursuit been . necessarily led into yonr 
districts which 1 bare strictly charged them to avoid entering if It could 
possibly be avoided However my orders to the Jeomutdar for the good 
behavior of bis people are so strict that I flatter myself none of yonr ryots 
will suffer any damage Should they on the man who does it being pointed 
ont, yon may depend, fair he shall meet with due correction 1 am now to 
request. Sir, tba f yon will please to order your people to destroy the houses 
etc of the bauduti that may be within yonr limits I having forbid my men 
from doing it that there might be no cause of complaint 

, I remain, etc , 

C Collide 


Please fair; to ret nrn the Bengal chit 
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No 272 

Bamin Boov 
December 4 th 1767 
(Heed 5th, do ) 

Sir, 

Having fresh Proofs of Rainny SenmunDy’s harbouring Ozuderani and 
Tnkerum and having certain acets of tbeir being now at bmgpore, have m 
obedience to orders from Bordwan directed my Party to endeavour to seize 
them there Am now to request yon will j lease, Sir to order your People 
to co-operate with mine in order to prevent their escaping anil to facilitate 
their being seized should they have fled farther into your District 

As the Rainny is one of yoar Dependents, Sir, I leave her to vou hut 
beg leave to observe that if she continues to harbonr tb^e vermin, one of 
the main objects of my Detachment ronst fail If you require living 
witnesses of the people in question being protected by her can send them 
you. 

I beg leave, etc , 

0 Collin i 


Vo 273 

To George Vansittart, Esq 


Bamin Boon 


December 5th, 1767 

Sir, 

I was this morning favour d with yoar’s per Peon The man is one of 
oar Matchlocks nod says he has a Loose there, and went to get some victual” 
As to Ozouderam, intend vending von a man who con perhij a inform yon 
more of the Rainny’s sheltering him than you yet know, and says ho can even 
point out the places they hide in 1 should have received your favor sooner, 
but having been absent a day or two dul not return till late this morning 

I beg leave, etc , 

C Collins* 


To Geo Vansittart, Esq 


No 274 


Bamin Boon 


December 6th, 1767 
Sir, 

Two of tbe prisoners taken in the last excursion are on their way to 
yon for what examination yon may think necessary to prove the defection 
of Itainny Senmnnny, and that the « hoars have taken refuge in yonr 
Province (I mean several Principals) I have questioned them strictly, and 
this « the amount of tbeir depositions Luchow Contal eajs that 
Otuderam is now in the Zemry of the Rainny , That she famishes him with 
Oil, Tobacco, M oney, etc., etc , that she has three hor«es of Omderam’a at 
her honse , that she ordered her Bontiqne Men to furnish them with what 
they might want , that Oznderam’s and Takeram’s wive” and families are 
at unbrow in her Territories , that when be was in her country they resided 
at Goverda 

* One characteristic at Colima Wttera is the economy in pergonal pronoun*. 
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Bum Doly, who says (hat he belongs to ihe Rmnny, depo«es lhat 
Oznderam is now at Goverda , that Tnkeram’a and Oznderam s Families are 
at Gobrow, where they are supplied by the Rain ay , (bat Oznderam used to 
send him money and he provided nece«sanes for him and his party , that he 
has relations among them 

Gopal Sinney a Sardar of oor Matchlocks accompanies them by ray 
order (he will give yon a letter from me) He is very capable of informing 
yon Sir of many material circumstances having led our Party on the last 
Excursion 

I am now, therefore to request Sir, yon will be pleased to send proper 
force to seize the^e peoj le, and atn more earnest in this remonstrance as I 
find myself obliged to collect all 1 can spare of my Detachment to pay a 
visit to a neigh) oring Raja, who I find, also protects the Cbnars, and only 
sends me an unmeaning answer Jo my representations on that head So 
must pndeavonr to seme all 2 can find in his f ountry I reckon 1 shall be 
gone about ten days. 

May I beg Sir, to be favor’d with an answer to this by reiarn of 
Costed 

I remain, with great Respect, 

Sib, 

Your obedt H'ble Servant, 

C Collis* 

P S —I find Selteram is the active man for the Chuars in the Ifainny’g 
country Should yonr people, Sir, be so fortunate as to seize any of the 
Chuars, please to keep them till my return of which I will give you notice 
Any letter directed to me here will reach me 

Since writing the foregoing am favor’d with your’s Sir, of the 5th 
As to Man ‘'mg leave him to yon to do as may seem to yoa equitable You 
inform me of having sent a Party to act with me which being returned m 
my absence have sent another with my Sergeant, to order, if possible, to do 
the business effectually I have ordered him to return as soon as possible 
as I want to march, for reasons herein to yoa, Sir, assigned and do request 
in my absence the assistance of your people to catch any of the principals 
nam d in roy instructions , rr Ozaderam and Tukeram or their Adherents 
fonnd in your limits 

I once more remain. Sir, etc 
C*C 

1 shall do myself the Honr to write you the Days’ march 
ho. 275 

To G Va^sittart, Esq 

Fort V ilium 
6tA December 1767 
(Reed 4th , do ) 

Sir 

Ton will please to furnish Mr Portsmouth with a Company of Seapoyi 
who are to serve as an *«cort to the survey lie is proceeding to make of your 
Provinct 

I am, etc , 

II \ ERtLST 



3HDSAPUR RECORDS 


193 


No 276 

Bamis Boom, 
December Zth. 1767 
Sir, 

I am 3a5t now favoured with jours am sorrj to hear wbit the 
Jimantdar ri>Utn and more soiry to find a greot deal of it is trne ] never 
meant. Sir, that my parties should trover*" your Limits without a cause and 
tho’ my fear of any disorder haj pening letween the two Jilmautdarc, should 
they be together, ordered a Sergeant, thinking that he might have weight 
enough among them to prevent any disorders As to bis going to Anundi* 
pore I told him he might, as I thought your Jemautdir and he could by 
that means concert their schemes better, but never meant him to remain in 
your limits any longer than there was certain intelligence where the chairs 
were As your people have been Injured Sir, I am rea ly to give them 
satisfaction, if you uesire it by bringing tbe Sergeant to a ( ourt Martial, 
but 1 own It woull at j resent distress me to part with him ilowever.it 
shall !e as you please ion may depend Sir, nothing of this hind shall 
happen again nor shall my people enter your bounds imj roperly X shall 
march to-night to ( handercona 

I am, Sir, etc , 

C COLtlNS 


No 277 


To R Decher Esq , 

Collector Qeneral 


Mjdnaporb 
9/A December 1767 


8in, 

I have been favoured with your letter of the 2nd I am sensible of the 
readiness of these people to take advantage of precedents and therefore, 
nothing could have induced me to advis* the acceptance of the proposals X 
transmitted you but a conviction than an enquiry into the advantages which 
have really happened would have occasioned a much heavier Toss to the 
Company I have taken all possible measures, however, to prevent the 
present deductions from being productive of any future claims and I flatter 
myself have effectually guarded against that inconvenience To morrow 1 
propose setting ont for Uerhamj ore The business there 1 hope to settle m 
a few days and I shall then transmit yon tbe tashkees kisbundi for the 
whole of the district under my charge 

[G Vaksittart] 


No 276 

To Mr G Vansittart, Esq 


Calcutta 


11th December 1767 

8JR, 

I have only received yonr favour of tbe 9th instant with your Treasury 
Account for the month of November and two Bills of Exchange npon the 
Military Paymaster General for Current Its 300, also an inroice’of 17 
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chests of Treasure containing 100 000 sicca weight, on the arrival of which 
yon shall be ativi«ed 

I am, 

Yonr most obedient, elc , 

ItlCHARD BECHER, 
(Collector- General ) 


To the Hon’bll H Vebrlst, Esq 

Bclrampore 
Tie l^th December 1 7b 7 

Hon’ble Sir, 

1 have been favoured with your letter of the G and bine ordered a 
Company of sepoya to nttend Mr Portsmouth 

Since my arrival here Pitnmber Singh, uncle to Jnggai ant Singh the 

preaent Baja of Singboom, (who ia now kept under confinement by hie 
eouam Sowenant Sing), has waited en me on the part of h.a Ne,hew who 
supplicates the Compaoy’a assistance and ia desirous of potting his temlories 
under their protection, and paying them an annnal Ilevnnne The account 

which Pitnmber Sing and bis attendants have given rue of Smgboom is as 
follows -It is bounded on the North by Patcomb, on the West ly Nam ore 
and Gongpore, (lloratta Districts) on the Sooth by Coongnr and Mobr- 
“ on tbe East by Borrabooin and Gatselh two pergnnnai belonging 
to these bungle. , and B.lretube. itself in length from North East to South- 
West between 40 i 50 cess and in breadth from North 1\ «t to South East 
abont 8 or 10 It formerly contained near 14,000 villages but only abont 
50(1 a e at present in the Raja's possession of the others some are gone to 
rum and Ihe rest are in the hands of the Coles, a tribe of plunder, og 
banditti The face of the Coontrv IS in general plain and open it contain, 
only a few straggl.ly (nr), hills, has very little Jungle in it, and no for 
tres.es ot importance The Baja ts by marriage a d|. tan relation of the 
Remhnlnom Kaia there is a constant correspondence between the two 
Loots and an.nn.nturrnp.ed mterconr.se of merchauts By art 1 stlualed 
from each other abont 9" cos., aod there .. a lollerablo goad read tbe whole 
way between them Singboom was neter reduced under the dominion of the 

ss 'rjarssr b "° ° n r * Jfwss: 

S.ngh,' A?, hive given me I hate thought it my duty to lay before you all 
particulars of ,t If you , ropo.e of taking the Ponntn on ler the 

Comp mi's l rotection font oompan,, ot Sepoj. I belei.e will leqmto a 
suffiment fore, anU ,t will 1 rob.lly o, en an eas, , ilereoar.a w, h Si. - 
pore The first overtures on th s subject were made !>> tbo Haja lo Lieot 
i-erpn-on near some months ago who ba mj direction has we m> . e oil 
the inanities he coul 1 concerning Singboom nn 1 find hn information in ^ 
general agne with I’ltumler Sinp s account 

1 am etc 

[G Va^SITTART j 
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Geo. Vansittart, Esq. 


No. 280. 


MOGALPOOTA : 


Sib, 


December 20th, 1767. 
(Reed. 22th do ) 


Being Informed by a cbit from the Cbeihdar of Bimtn Boon that 
Tnkoram nnd three Sardars belonging to Ozuderam’s Gang are at Kornngur. 
have sent orders to Gopal Sarnog to endeavour to find them out nnd 
acquaint yon where they aro: when I am to request tbo continuance of jour 
assistance for that they may bo seized. 


I remain, etc , 


(’. Collins 


To G. Vansittaht. 


No. 281 


December 20th, 1767. 


Sib, 


Nuzjatpore (?) 


I have information by a chit from the Shiahadar of Bamm Boom that 
Tnckararo nnd three Sirdars belonging to Oznderam’s gang nre at Booran- 
gnnhar ; sent orders to Qopal Sarrey to endeavonr to find them ont and 
acqnamt yon where they are, when I am to request the continuance of your 
assistance, Sir, that they may be seized 

I remain, etc , 

0. Collins. 


No. 282 


To Richard Becher, Esq , 

Collector- General. 


Midnapore : 
21ii December 1767. 


■Sin, 

Inclosed I transmit ybn tbe settlement of these districts for the present 
jear, by which yon will perceive that, notwithstanding the un'avoarableness 
of the season, tbo amount is only eight bondred Rupees less than it was last 
year, and as the deductions which have been made on account of the drought 
in July and August and the inundations m Octoher are bat temporary, 
there is a certain prospect of a considerable future increase Last year and 

the preceding one .. . ... .was rated in tbe 

Tnshhees at 620 Rupees but produced only 240. I have now therefore 
rented it to tbe Cus«ary Zemindar for 320 Rnpees, and I flatter myself that, 
not only this article, but tbo whole of the present settlement will bo realized 
without the smallest balance Tbe "Western Jungles I hope by tbe en- 
couragement of cultivation and industry will yearly increase in \alae. Tor 


202 


MIDNAPUR RECORDS. 


the present I thought it more advisable to content myself 1 with a moderate 
addition o£ Revnnue than to render our Government odious and oppressive 
to our new subjects by a harsh and rigorous treatment. 

■P .S.y-The difficulties arising from the unfavourableneas of the season • 
have put it out of my power to include the Sayr Narrangur in its proper 
pergannas at present, but yon will observe it has admitted of an increase of 
Rs. 1,000. 

[G, Vansittabt,] 


No. 283. 

lllDNAroitE : 

22nd December 1767. 

To Richard Beqher, Esq., 

Collector-General. + 

Sir, 

1 yesterday transmitted you the Settlement of the Revenue which has 
been made for the present year. Herewith you will receive the statement 
of the Kistbuudy. 

[G. YAN8ITTARTJ. 


No. 284., 


MoNOALfOOTA i 


December 2&th, 1767. 
Sib, 

I am favoured with yours of the 22nd instant, also Bengal Chalaun 
inclosed. The Shiekdar of Bamia Boom sent mo a Vbahaa of things 
received from your people which differs from yonrs. However, oil the 
effects are of so small consequence that I don’t thiuk it worth inquiry. The 
only news here is that Jaddu Sing is ran into the woods after having 
abandoned this place to me, and stationed chokeya alronnd, from which infer 
•he will turn out an enemy. I conclude, etc. 

C. Collins. 


No. 285. 

To George Vansittabt, Esq. 

'XlAii rarai.' 

28<A December 1767. 

* v (Reed. 16 th do.) 

Sib, „ 

I have tloly received your favours of the 21st and 22nd instant, enclos- 
ing a general statement oi the teshkees settled for the Alidnaporo and 
Jellasoro Provinces for the present year, and a particular one for tho several 
districts in the jungles to the Westward of Alidnaporo with a Eistbnndeo Tor 
tho payment of the whole : all which I have perused and entirely approve 
of your adjustments, but as I observe tho settlement for tho "Western Jangles 
for list year was not completed till effer yon took charge of-yonr Resi- 
dency, and, therefore, not completed till after you took charge of_ your Resi- 
dency, and, therefore, not included in the general one framed previous thereto, 
1 think it wonld bo ns well to consider it abstracted by, which will give us 
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a truer ilea of the increase arising from oar new acquisition*, r/r, the 
amount of tesbkees settled for 17GC-7 in January last, attracted from these 
for the Western Jungles is 81,31,168-13-6. The amount of the tesbhee* 
cow settled 1767-8 is — 

The amonnt of the Te*bhces settled for 1766-7 
in January last, abstracted From those for the 
Western Jungles is... ... . . 8,13,148 13 C 

The amount of the Tesbkees doit 
settled for 17G7-8 is ... 8,26,701 7 0 
Deduct for the Western Jangles 22,683 3 4 

8,04,018 3 10 


Tbo difference is ... 

Add the amount of the Tesbkees 
now settled foT the Western 
Jungles ... 

Deduct the amount do for last 
year 

Remains ... ... 8,343 10 12 

Which being taken from tho 
above cause tho dccrcaso as 

you now represent . . ... 807 5 8 

Trom a statement of tho tesbkees settled for Tonna Rolrnmporo which 
was received in March last, tho annual revenues agreed for that division for 
last year appears to Allah Sicca 5.309-G-4, whereas in tho ono yon havo now 
sent mo it is rated no moro than Allah Siccas 4,470-9-8 I, therefore, dcsiro 
yon will explain to me how tho difference arises 

Yonr renting Sayr Ca^sary for 320 rupees is quito ngrceablo to mo 
as it produced so small a rorenuo tho two preceding years, but I do not 
find this sum Inserted in tho general statement. 

Tho seventeen chests of treasure despatched by you on the 9th instant, 
did not import hero till tbd 23rd, and tho following d«y 1 returned tho 
escort which accompanied it. On account of tho holidays it has not yet been 
shroffed and counted, but I shall soon adviso you if it proves agreeablo to 
•yutn -ruvuna. 

I am etc, 

a Richd. Becush, 

Collector General, 


No 286 

JllDVAPOBE ' 

20th Decemler 1767. 

To ItlCHABD Be CHER, EsQ , 

Collector- General 

Sib, 

I have been favoured with your letter of tho 28th and observo that tho 
method you havo pointed out conveys the clearest idea of the present settlo- 


... 0,150 0 0 

22,G83 3 4 
14,340 8 12 




